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I'm intention of this publication is to 
diſſeminate the TruTH of the EverLasTING 
GosPEL, in its rich variety of doctrine, pre- 
cept, experience and hiſtory, both by proſe | 
and verſe, in a manner calculated to gratify the 
more ſublime taſte, and to inſtruct the plaineſt 
capacity. In a day of diſſipation, infidelity 
and error, like the preſent, when, by precept 
and example, our youth, of every deſcription, 
are induſtriouſly prejudiced againſt the vo- 
lume of REveLaTION; and while many pro- 
feſſors of religion ſtart aſide into „er paths, 
too many efforts, in every agreeable form, 
cannot be made to defend the truths of PRI“ 
MITIVE CHRISTIANITY, and to lead the ſeri- 
ous enquirer to taſte its ſacred ſtreams which 


Pn lead 


ſure he reviews the long liſt of reſpectable 


iy PREFACE. 


lead him to God, refine his ſoul, regulate his 
life, ſupport him under ſufferings, and ani- 
mate his hope in proſpect of a bliſsful immor- 
tality! 


Chriſtian's Pocket Library may have anſwered 
theſe purpoſes, he leaves with God, and the 


public. It 1s, however, with greatful plea- 


SUBSCRIBERS to this WORK, and from thence 


preſumes his labours have not been unac- 


ceptable, nor in vain. Thus prompted, he 


ventures, under the ſmiles of IMMANUEL, and 

the farther encouragement of his pious Re ap- 

ERS, upon the publication of another volume. 
1 WW 61 


Mew: York, Auguit 1, 1796. 


How far the efforts of the Ebi rok of e 


Explanation of the VIGNETTE upon the 
Title Page. 


Is the centre is a figure of JEsUs CHRIST, our 
ADORABLE SAVIOUR, accompanied by MERCY 
and JUSTICE. 

JUSTICE, in her left hand, poiſes a pair of ſcales: 
one of which-contains the two tables of the Mor al 
Law ;—the other a BUBBLE, emblematical of 
man in his fallen ſtate, The latter, being weighed 
in the balance, is found wanting, JUSTICE re— 
ceives from CHRIST a Croſs, repreſenting his 
own SACRIFICE. This ſhe accepts, and by her 


inverted SWORD, pronounces ſatisfactory. 


Mrxcœv, on ihe right hand of our SAv10UR, re- 
ceives from him an Ol:ve-branch, the well known 
emblem of PEACE, and a ſure pledge of his love to 
ſinners, to be publiſhed among all nations, 
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AN ESSAY ON TIME. 


We take no note of time | 
But by its loſs. To give it then a tongue 
I; wiſe in man,— 


: Youns6. 

"Tims, though a reality with which in our pre- 
ſent exiſtence we are deeply converſant, is the 
moſt difficult to explain; and ſome have thought 
its nature ſo extremely intricate that it is incapable 
of admitting any clear and explicit definition. It 
A is, 
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is, therefore, with diffidence we enter upon this ſub- 
ject, and offer our obſervations vpon it, not as 
uſurping over the reaſon or the religion of our 
readers, but with a devout wiſh for their inſtruc- 
tion, by that Almighty Being who is the firſt caule, 
the great and laſt end of all things. 

Time is the limited or given period for the pro- 


duction and duration of things in natural life, ac- 
cording to the wite counſel and forereign pleaſure 


of God. The diurnal and annual revolutions of 
the ſun, as having been, from the beginning of na- 
ture, conſtant, regular, and umverſally obſervable 
by mankind, and ſuppoſed equal to one another, 


have been, with reaſon, made uſe of for the mea- 


ſure of ſuch natural and animal exiſtence: con- 
ſequently, we find that time has been divided into 
centuries, years, months, weeks, days, hours, 
minutes, ſeconds, &c. and by theſe the larger and 


leſs intervals of time are eſtimated and meaſured. 


Whatever is without time has no ſucceſſion; and 
whatever is in time, is ſubjeCt to changes. Time, 
therefore, conſiſts of three parts the preſent, which 
enjoys exiſtence ; the paſt, which has loſt it; the 


Future, which is to obtain it. Ihe light of nature, 


I preſume, may teach us, that time 1s a creature; 
or, in other words, is given out and deſigned by 
the Supreme Majeſty ; becauſe it is in a perpetual 

| flux, 
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flux, produces the will of him who reigns above 
all, and is itſelf periſhing in its own ruins, dragging 
with it the fate of kingdoms in ſpite of human op- 
poſition, Some, therefore, have called time a 
drop taken out of the vaſt ocean of eternity, and 
which ſhall return into its own boſom; that it 
is an intermediate ſpace, a prelude to an infinite 
expanſion, boundleſs and never ending. Mr. 
Locke ſays, * the general idea we have of time, is 
by conſidering any part of infinite duration, as ſet 
out by periodical meaſures.” The being or exiſt- 
ence of time is obvious to all; and although a phi- 
loſophical ſearch after its origin, nature, and pe- 
riods, be commendable in the penetrating genius, 
yet its improvement for our moral happineſs muſt 
certainly meet the higheſt commendation, and be 


more intereſting to all; and, from this conviction, 


numberleſs volumes have been written upon the 
ſubject. 

However uncertain the ſentiments of philoſophy 
upon the ſubject of time, let us now take up our 
BIBLE and fee if we cannot tread upon more 
folid ground, and derive more pleature } in our in- 
quiries. 

I. This ineſtimable 1 PR, the bible, directs 
our inquiries to Jenovah, as the ANCIENT or 


DAYS, Daniel vii. that is, the author of Mime, 


and 
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and the parent of eternity; who was before all 


s | things, by whom and for whom all things were 
| | made; and which, in the new teſtament, is applied 
5 | to Jeſus Chriſt in his divinity, who is God over 
| | all, bleſſed forever, the firſt and the laſt. Rev. i. 8, 
F Time, though now grown old, bears not its 
1 own date; neither informs us of its deſigned period; 
f but the ſcriptures inſtruct us of the formation of the 


univerſe, when time, with human beings, com- 
menced; the diviſions of tame by day and night, and 
what we call its weekly round; likewiſe of the period 
when the angel ſhall ſtand upon the earth and up- 


on the ſea, lift up his hand to heaven, and ſwear 4 
by him that liveth forever and ever, that there 4 
ſhould be time no longer. Rev. x. 5, 6. There- 6 
fore, in point of antiquity, the bible claims our 1 
devout eſteem. This volume alſo gives us the þ 


completeſt hiſtory of the ſucceſſion of time, as to 
the being and the viciſſitudes of a vaſt number of 
the inhabitants of the earth, as formed into families, 
cities, and empires; the greater, part of which 
were the ſubject of previous prophecy; and which, 
in their time, were fulfilled, not one failed; an in- 
veſtigation of which gives us a ſolid evidence of 


is the authenticity of the ſcripture. Thoſe who have 
iT] been moſt converſant with the bible, have obſerved 

| 1 hade duration of time is marked with ſeven pe- 

if | N riods,. 
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riods, or thouſand years; two from the creation 
to the flood, two to the birth of Chriſt, two for the 
goſpel æra, now in being, making ſix thouſand 
years; to which is added, one thouſand for the 
perſonal reign of Chriſt, called the Millennium: in 
the whole, ſeven thouſand years; correſponding 
with the fix firſt days of creation, and the ſabbath, 
or ſeventh, the day of reſt; for a thouſand. years 
are with the Lord as one day. 

II. Let us now contemplate time as the limited 
ſpace of man's natural exiſtence. To every thing 
there is a ſeaſon, anda time to every purpoſe un- 
der heaven; a time to be born, and a dme to die. 
Eccl. iii. 1, 2. Man cometh not into being by ac- 
cidental circumſtances, or by what ſome call 
chance, but according to the fore-knowledge and 
infinite pleaſure of God, who declareth- the end 
trom the beginning, and who worketh all things 
after the counſel of his own will. David, in lan- 
guage moſt ſublime, acknowledges God the au- 
thor of his exiſtence :—Thine eyes did ſee my ſub- 
ſtance, yet being unperfett : and in thy buok all 
my members were written; which in continuance 
were faſhioned, when as yet there was none of 
them, Pim. cxxxix. 16. And in contemplation on 


the human ſtructure, we may unite wit r. 
Lowth— 
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With awful; joy I view this frame of mine, 
Stupendous monument of power divine! 


place, and circumſtances of our introduction to 
natural life, infancy, youth, manhood, old age, 
death, with all their variety of appendages and 


events, in their ſucceſſive periods, are ordered by 


that God in whom we live, move, and have our 


being, Acts xvii. 28. Or, as Cowper admirably 
Ceſcribes it. 


God gives to every man 

The virtue, temper, understanding, taste, 
That lifts him into life, and lets him fall 
Just in the niche he was ordained to fill. 


We are not long introduced to life before we 
learn that time, like a vaſt confluence of waters, 


takes its riſe from eternity; rapidly returns to the 


unbounded ſource from whence it came, bearing 
on its boſom the myriads of the human race. We 


learn too, that none can ſtem the current, nor for 


a moment divide its ſtream; it is, indeed, viſible to 


all as we paſs along, we date its riſe with us, but 


none knoweth what a day may bring forth, nor 


aſcertain when the ſolemn period of our time ſhall 
be Wrned by the hand of death. In youth we are 


prone to view our future time as a vaſt expanſe; 
in 


Our clime, parents, birth, parts, paſſions, time, 
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in manhood, by more confirmed worldly habits, 
we call our moments our own; though frequeatly 
they elude our touch, and either cut ſhort the 
thread of life, or imperceptibly bring us to old age. 
May we not ſay with David, Lord remember how 


fort my time is! Pſm. Ixxxix. 47. Our days on 


earth are as a ſhadow, and there is none abiding; 
1 Chron. xxix. 15. a vapor, that in an inſtant. 
is no more ſeen! James iv. 14. The longeſt life,. 


in the review, is but as yeſterday; and its various 
occurrences are as a tale that is told: Yet, every 


flecting moment and reyolving year are graduated: 
by the hand of Almighty God, upon the ſcale of 
human being, and each ſhall anſwer his intended 
end. 

III. The tranſactions of human beings ſurvive 
the wreck of time, and paſs into eternity; a thought, 
this, which ſhould fall with ſolemn weight upon 
every breaſt. God's univerſal government, the un- 
equal diſtribution of rewards and puniſhments in 


this life, the ſoul's conſciouſneſs of virtue and of 


vice, the egreſs of the mind towards a future ſtate, 
man's departure out of time by death againſt his 
own will; theſe, with many other inconteſtable 
truths, form the foundation of our confidence, that 


the tranſactions of mankind, in time, are amenable 


to a future ſtate of retribution; and, in which, 


2 . 1 as, 
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the honours of God, in his law and juſtice, ſhall 
be revealed in preſence of men and angels. On 
theſe. moſt ſolemn and intereſting ſubjects the ſcrip- 
tures give us the higheſt inſtruction; they make a 
conſiderable part of their ample page. Verily 
there is a God that judgeth the earth. Pſm. Iviii. 11. 
We muſt all appear before the judgment ſeat cf 


Chriſt, that every one may receive the things done 


in his body according to that he hath done, whether 


it be good or bad. 2 Cor. v. 10. The Lord look- 


ed. down from heaven upon the children of men, 
to ſee if there were any that did underſtand and 
ſeek God. They are all gone aſide, they are al- 
together become filthy; there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. Pim. xiv. Every idle word 
that man ſhall ſpeak, he ſhall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment. Matt. xxxvi. The dead, 
{mall and great, ſhall ſtand before God; the ſea, 
death and hell, ſhall deliver up their dead to be 
judged, every man according to his works. Rev. xx. 
This deſcription of the ſtate of man, and of future 
retribution, is conſonant to ſound reaſon; a con- 
viction of which muſt exiſt in every conſcious 
breaſt. How dreary then the proſpect of human 
nature! On the rapid ſtream of time, eſteeming 
the precious moments of exiſtence as the moſp 


trifling commodity, though more valuable than 
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choiceſt treaſures, —employed in gratifying the car- 

nal, earthly, and ſenſual appetites of the ſoul ;— 

tampling upon the authority of God, trangreſſing 
his law, and bidding defiance to his almighty judg- 

ment! Every moment brings the {inner nearer to 

his final end; the ſtrong current of time haſtening 

him to death, who ſhall whirl the ſoul down the, 
awful precipice from whence he can only riſe to 

ſtand before the judge of all, and receive his final 

doom. Lord what is man! paſſing on the im- 

petuous torrent of time to a future ſtate, from 
whence he {hall not return! 


Die man, or justice must; unless for him 
Some other able, and as willing, pay 
The rigid satisfaction, death for death. 


Mito, 


IV. 111 is therefors with the bigheſt pleaſire we 
reflect on time as the ſpace in which the purpoſes of 
God are unfolded in Jeſus Chriſt, as willing and 
mighty to redeem loſt ſinners as they were low ſunk 
in wretchedneſs and ruin. This moſt bleſſed Sa- 
viour was promiſed immediately after the tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt parents in Paradiſe, and revealed 
as the ſeed of the woman who was to bruiſe the ſer- 
pent's head. Gen. iii. 15. He was afterwards recog- 
nized by ſucceſſive prophets, in ſucceſſive ages; and 
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Daniel uſhered in the preciſe time in which the 


Meſſiah was to appear. Chap. ix. Paul, well con- 
verſant with the Hebrew prophecies, informs, that 


when the fulneſs of time was come, God ſent 
Forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 


the law, to redeem them that were under the law, 
#hat we might receive the adoption of ſons. Gal, 
iv. 4, 5. Jeſus, Meſhah, the Son of God, ap- 
peared, ſpent thirty years in private life, according 
to the Hebrew law, and began his public miniſtry : 
this being accompliſhed, he goes up to Jeruſalem 
voluntarily, to ſuffer and to die. In view of the 
croſs he cries, © Father, the hour is come, glorify 
thy Son thai thy Son may alſo glorify thee.” John 
xvii. 1. ThEmemorable point of time is arrived, in 
which all the ſeries of prophecy and ſacrifice are 


accompliſhed. He finiſhes the tranſgreſſion, makes 
an end of ſins, 


makes reconciliation for iniquity, 
brings in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and ſeals up the 
viſion and prophecy. Daniel ix. 24. The paſchal 


Lamb is now flain; the law is magnified and made 


honourable both in precept and in penalty; the 
powers of darkneſs are overcome and bound in 
more than adamantine chains; death is diſarmed of 


his dreadful ſting, and the gates of immortal life 


wide unfolded to every pious mind! Then, my 
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Survey the wond'rous cure, 
And at each step let higher wonder rise. 
Pardon for infinite offences! A pardon. 
Through means that speak its value infinite! 
A pardon bought with blood! With blood divine! 
With blood divine of him I made my foe! 
Persisted to provoke! Though woo'd and aw'd, | 
Blest and chastis'd, 'a flagragt rebel still! 
Not I alone! A rebel universe! 


My species up in arms! Not one exempt! 
Yet for the Wen of te foul he dies, 


YouNG. 

V. As there is a time for a man's natural birth, 
ſo there is alfo a period for his ſpiritual birth; ex- 
cept a man be barn again, he cannot enter into 


the kingdom of God; and by winch, in 2:me, the 


ſoul is habitually prepared for an eternal ſtate. By 


their fruits ye ſhall know them. Man poſſeſſed of 
carnal appetites and deſires, never can be happy in 
the enjoyment of ſpiritual, holy, and heavenly re- 
alities; there is, therefore, a moral neceſſity for 


his being born again in time; and, by which, his 


ſoul is brought to taſte, feel, and enjoy thoſe ſacred 
bleſſings unknown, if not deſpiſed by him before. 


Time, the precious gift of God, he views with 


new eyes; redeems what is loſt, and improves the 
preſent to the noble purpoſes of glorifying God, 


and promoting the benefus of his fellow mortals. 


| $ 


What 
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Mat time he is afraid, he truſteth in the Lord. 
Pſm. lvi. 3. In the time of trouble, God hideth 
him in his pavilion, covereth him in his ſecret ta- 
bernacle, and ſetteth him upon a rock. Pſm. xxvii. 
3. His higheſt privilege is to walk in the light of 
God's countenance, and in his name to rejoice all 
the day. Pſm. Ixxxix. 15, &c. One peculiarity is 

- worthy our remark : every man, by natural birth, is 
born to die; but he that is born of the Spirit, and 
believeth in Chriſt, all never die eternally; and 
with this moſt comfortable perſuaſion, he paſſes the 
time of his ſojourning here, in proſpect of an 
eternal ſtate of bleſſedneſs with God beyond the 
vale of death. John xi. 25, 26. 
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God of all worlds! Source and supreme of things! 
From whom all life, from whom duration springs! 
Intense, O! let me for thy glory burn, 
Nor fruitless view my days and months return. 
Give me with wonder at thy works to glow, 
To grasp thy vision, and thy truths to know: 
O'er time's tempestuous sea to reach thy shore, 
And live, and sing, where IME shall be no more. 
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M. OSTERVALD, a well known banker, 
died in France, 1790. This man, originally of 
Neuſchatel, felt the violence of the diſeaſe of ava- 
I rice ſo ſtrongly, that within a few days of his 
death, no importunities could induce him to buy a 
* I few pounds of meat for 'the purpoſe of making 
him a little ſoup. © Tis true,” ſaid he, I 
27 ſhould not diſlike the ſoup, but J have no appetite 
7 7 | for the meat, what then is to become of that?“ 
At the time he refuſed this nouriſhment, for fear of 
! being obliged to give away two or three pounds of 
meat, there was tied round his neck a ſilken bag, 
: 1 which contained eight hundred aſſignats of one 
dhouſand livres each. At his outſet in life, he drank 
1 I a * of beer, which ſerved him for ſupper, at a 


e. A 4 * laid the fauddaticn of his 8 fortwite, the 


1 ſuperſtructure of which was rapidly raiſed by his 
guncommon ſucceſs of ſtock-jobbing. He died poſ- 
| ſeſſed of three millions em; that is, one hundred 


How pernicious is avarice! while it denies 2 
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friendly hand to wipe away the tear of grief that 
falls from a fellow mortal's eye: it is as a vulture 
upon the miſer's own breaſt ; and however ſuch may 
plead the chriſtian name, he proves bimſelf a 
ſtranger to its benevolent nature. A ſpirit of ava- 
rice is ſo inhuman, ſo contrary to the well-being 
of ſociety, and ſo deſpicable in itſelf, that no chriſ- 
tian virtue can dwell in that breaſt in which it 
reigns. It expreſſes the higheſt ingratitude to God 
for the vouchſafement of his favours, and with- 
draws from that love of our neighbour which 
ſhould characterize our ſpecies; ſo that the miſer 
may be ſaid to diſdain all obligation both to God 
and man; and I may add, he is unworthy of both. 
That benevolence yields its own moſt pleaſurable 
reward, no man will diſpute; that avarice, too, is 
frequently the miſer's_executioner, abundant teſti- 
monies occur; among which, I ſhall, for the fur- 
| ther entertainment of our readers, recite the follow- 
ing authenticated narrative. 

Monſieur Foſcue, one of the far mers gene- 
ral of the province of Languedoc, in France, 
who had amaſſed conſiderable wealth by grinding 
the faces of the poor within his province, and 
every other mean, however low, baſe, or cruel, 
by which he rendered himſelf univerſally hated, 
was one 23 ordered by ie government to raiſe a 
conſiderable 
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conſiderable ſum; upon which, as an excuſe for 
not complying with the demand, he pleaded ex- 
treme poverty; but fearing leaſt ſome of the inha- 
bitants of Languedoc ſhould give information to 
the contrary, and his houſe ſhould be ſearched, he 
reſolved on hiding his treaſure in-ſuch a manner as 
to eſcape the moſt ſtrict examination. He dug 2 
cave in his wine-cellar, which he made ſo large 
and deep that he uſed to go down to it with a lad- 
der: at the entrance was a door with a ſpring-lock 
upon it, which, on ſhutting, would faſten of itſelf. 
Very lately Monſieur Foſcue was miſſing; dili- 
gent ſearch was made after him-in every place; the 
ponds were drawn, and every .method which hu- 
man imagination could ſuggeſt, was taken for 
1 finding him, but in vain. In a ſhdrt time after, 
his houſe was ſold, and the purchaſer beginning 
either to rebuild. it or to make ſome alteration in it, 
the workmen-diſcovered a door in the cellar, with 


— 

2 key 1 in the lock; which being opened, and on 

going down, they found Monſieur Foſcue lying 
„ = dead upon the ground, with a candleſtick near him, 
* but no candle in it, which he had eaten; and on 
by ſearching farther, they found the vaſt wealth which 
1 | he had amaſſed. It it {ſuppoſed that when Mon- 
1 1 ſieur Foſcue went into his cave, the door by ſome 


accident ſhut after him; and being out of the call 
of 
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of any perſon, he periſhed for want of food. He 
had gnawed the fleſh of both his arms. Thus 
awfully did this miſer die amidſt his treaſures, de- 
nying his wealth for the benefit of ſociety ; he was 
conſtrained to make his laſt meal upon his own 
body Few miſers but what, ſome how or other, 
trap themſelves, 


—— — 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 
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THE DOG. 


TIns claſs of animals may be principally diſtin- 
guiſhed by their claws, which have no ſheath, like 
thoſe of the cat kind; by their having ſix cutting- 
teeth, and two canine in each jaw: alſo by their 


having five toes before, and four behind. But, 
though 


: 
x 
| 
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though this is invariable in the wild ſpecies, ſuch as 
the wolf, &c. the common dogs have frequently 


five toes on each foot. The tail of thoſe of the 


dog kind bends towards the left, a character com- 
mon to the whole ſpecies, and firſt diſcovered by 
Linnæus. F- 

Of all animals the dog is the moſt ſuſceptible of 


change in its form, its varieties being almoſt num- 


berleſs : each will mix with the other, and produce 
varieties ſtill more unlike the original ſtock. The 


climate, the food, and the education, make ſtrong 


impreſſions upon this animal, and produce altera 
tions in its ſhape, colour, hair, and ſize; and in 
every thing but its nature.. All dogs are evidently 
of one kind; but which of. them is the original, 
from whence ſuch. a. variety of deſcendants have 
iprung, is not eaſily to be determined. Mr. Buffon 
makes the chien de berger, the ſhepherd's dog, to 
be the original, it being naturally the moſt ſenſible; 
and becomes, without diſcipline, almoſt inſtantly 
the guardian of the flocks, and keeps them within 
bounds.. | | 

The dog is the moſt. intelligent of all known 
quadrupeds, and the acknowledged friend of man- 


kind. At night the guard of the houſe is commit- 


ted to his care, and he ſeems proud of the charge; he 
continucs a. watchful centinel, goes his rounds, 
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ſcents ſtrangers at a diſtance, and warns them of 
his being upon duty. His voice is more readily 
obeyed by the flock and the herd, than even that 
of the ſhepherd or the huſbandman. The dog is 
formed for the chaſe, and affords equal affiſtance to 


_ the ſportſman: his ſcent is more exquiſite than that 
of other animals in the purſuit of game, and can 
diſtinguiſn his maſter from among a thouſand. 


Some of the varieties of the dog, are, the ſhep- 
herd's dog, the hound, the ſpaniel, the grey-hound, 
the maſtiff, the bull-dog, the terrier, the blood- 
hound, the tumbler, the lap-dog, lion-dog, &c. &c. 

The heathen conſecrated the dog to Mercury, 
as the moſt vigilant and crafty of the gods; becauſe 


watchfulneſs and fagacity are the properties of that 


animal. The Japaneſe give the following names 
to the twelve ſigns of the Zodiac, and the twelve 
hours of the da” The farſt they call the rat, ſe- 
cond the cow, thud the tyger, fourth the hare, fifth 
the dragon, fixth the ſerpent, ſeventh the horſe, 


eighth the ſheep, ninth the ape, tenth the cock, 
eleventh the dog, and twelfth the boar. The em- 


peror who was upon the throne when Kæmpfer 


was in Japan, was born under the eleventh ſign, 


or the dog; conſequenily he had a great fondneſs 
for that animal. According to an edict publiſhed 
by that prince, all the dogs that died within his do- 
minions 
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minions were to be carried to the top of a moun« 

tain, there to be buried with great pomp. A poor 

man, who was carrying his dog to the appointed: 
ſpot, finding the dead carcaſe heavy, and the way 
long, began to murmur againſt the orders of his 
ſovereign,» upon which a neighbour, who accom- 
panied him, obſerved with much propriety, that in- 
ſtead of complaining, he ought,” on the contrary, . 
to thank the gods, who, in their wiſdom, had de- 
creed that the emperor ſhould not be born under 
the ſign of the hor/e; for,“ ſaid he, © a horſe 

would have been a much more diſagreeable burden: 
than a dog.” 

I will here take leave to introduce to our readers: 
the practice of the Guebres of Perſia, to thoſe who 
are in che act of expiring in death; the attendants 
raiſe the poor man, and a near relation preſents a. 
dog to his mouth, on a ſuppoſition that the breath, 
or ſoul, will be communicated to that animal, and 
be happy. No leſs extraordinary is the practice 
of this people towards the body after death. This 
is laid decently. upon the ground, under the walls 
of the intended ſepulchre, while one of the rela- 
tions goes round the village to try if he can allure 
a dog to follow him. He does all he can to bring 
the animal as near as poſſible to the corpſe, for 
hey i imagine that the nearer the dog comes, the 


nearer 
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nearer the departed ſoul is to everlaſting happineſs: 
But if the dog cannot be tempted to Approach it, 
then it is conſidered as a bad omen, and they al- 


moſt deſpair of his felicity. When the dog has 


performed the taſk aſſigned him, two prieſts, ſtand- 
ing about ten yards diſtant from the body, repeat a 
form of prayer half an hour in length. During 
the whole of this teremony, the corpſe has a piece 
of paper fixed to each ear, and hangs over the face 
about three inches below the chin. 
prayers are over, the corpſe is carried to the place 
allotted for its reception, and all the company fol- 
low it, two and two, with their hands deyoutly: 
cloſed. They are enjoined not to ſpeak a word, 
becauſe they believe their ſepulchre is a place of 
ſilence and repoſe. . 

While we lament the general ignorance of the 
Guebres, we perceive that they had a ſtrong con- 
viction that the ſoul ſurvived the death of the body; 
and that, in its ſeparate ſtate, it was capable of 


happineſs or miſery. How inexcuſable, therefore, 


are thoſe of our clume who pretend to greater de- 
grees of rationality and refinement, and yet pre- 
fume, at leaſt to profeſs, that the ſoul either ſleeps 
with the body in the grave, or 1s entirely annihi- 
lated? Thankful ought we to be for the volume of 
revelation which deſcribes the nature, qualities, and 

immortality 
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immortality of the ſoul, and opens to us, in the 
moſt rational, ſublime, and God-honouring ſcenes; 
what awaits us beyond the vale of death ; and points 
vs, at the ſame time, to an all-ſufhcient Saviour; 
who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

The ſcripture, for the purpoſe of conveying in- 
ſtruction to our minds, and of deſignating ſome 
particular characters, has named the dog, the anis- 
mal now under conſideration. 

A dog, a dead dog, a dog's head, were frequently 
named to expreſs an inſignificant and vile perſom 


Eliſha, the prophet, being inſpired by God to 


foreſee the future evil conduct of Hazael, thus adi 
dreſſed him I know the evil that thou wilt 'db 


wnto the children of Iſrael : their flrong holds 


wilt thou-fet on fire, and their young men wilt 


ro ay with: the ſword, and wilt daſh their 
children; and rip up their women with child: 


Hazael replied—/Yhax; is thy ſervent a Dod, that 
he ſhould do this great thing? 2 Kings viii. 12, 13. 


But however this wicked man profeſſed an ab- 
horrence to ſuch atrocious actions, yet it is cer- 


tain that the wretched dog did cut Iſrael fhort, 


and ſmote them in all their coaſt. x. 32. 


As in the days of Ifaiah, ſo in every age; there 
are falſe teachers, wicked perſons, not called of. 
God, that intrude themſelyes upon the people, 


wha. 


THE CHRISTIAN's 


EY arejuſtly ſaid to be blind, ignorant, dumb dogs; 
that cannot bark; therefore, not fit to give an 
alarm in time of danger, nor-give faithful inſtruc- 
tion to others ;—they are /eeping dogs, lying down, | 
loving to lumber; and ſo quite unfit to watch the 
gates of Zion; — gree dy dogs, that can never have 
enough, they love the fleece better thanthe flock, con- 
ſtantly preying upon rich and poor without filling 
their own belly. Iſa. lvi. 10, 11. Such perſons, let them 
be found among whatever religious denominations 
they may, muſt prove a curſe inſtead of a bleſſing. 
Satan, the devil, is called a dag; a fierce blood. 
hound, ſeeking the deſtruction of the ſouls of men; 
and who combatted Chriſt in the wilderneſs, and 
upon the croſs, but foiled and made priſoner in 
chains. Pm. xxii. 20. I may now call Satan the 
ſhepherd's dog: Chriſt; the chief ſhepherd of Iſrael, 
making uſe of him as a ſhepherd doth his dog, te 
keep his flock together, and making all his howl- 
ings and barkings, his vile efforts, ſubſervient to his 
pleaſure, and the higheſt intereſt of bis choſen 
lock. | 
To pratify our young readers, in particular, 1 
ſhall cloſe this piece of natural hiſtory, by reciting 
ſome well authenticated anecdotes of the ſagacity 
and faithfulneſs of the dog. 


"= the following incident Plutarch affirms that 
he, 
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ne, himſelf, was an eye · witneſs. Being once 
on ſhip- board, he obſerved a jar which was about 
half filled with oil. A dog was very deſirous of 
paying his addreſſes to the contents, but the oil was 
too low in the containing veſſel for him to get at 
it. The ſeamen were all engaged different ways; 
and the dog, willing to make the moſt of the fa- 
vourable opportunity, took up, ſucceſſively, a num- 
ber of ſtones which were ſtowed in that part of the 
ſhip, and dropping them, one by one, into the jar, 
the oil at laſt roſe within his reach, and he lapped 
as much of it as he pleaſed. * 7 was aftonifhed,” 
fays Plutarch, by what means the dog could fas 
gaciouſly know, that the immiſſion of heavier 


=o f/ubfances would cauſe the lighter ſubſlante te 


aſcend. oy 


A ſervant of Sir Henry Lee had formed a Pal 
ſign of aſſaſſinating his maſter, and robbing the 


> houſe. That very night, a maſtiff dog, which 


had never been much noticed by Sir Henry, for the 


flirſt time followed him up ſtairs, got under the 


bed, and could not be got from thence, by either 
maſter or man. In the dead of night the ſame 
ſervant entered the room to execute his horrid de- 
ſign, but was inſtantly ſeized by the dog; and be- 
ing ſecured, confeſſed his intention. In memory 
of this preſervation, Sir Henry Lee engaged John- 

| ſton, 
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ſton, the celebrated painter, who drew a portraſ 

of Sir Henry, with the maſtiff by his fide; and in 

one corner of the picture, are ten laconie lines, 
concluding thus 


« But in my dog, whereof J made no store, 
„J find more love than those I trusted more.” 


The dead body of a Roman ſoldier, who had 


been killed in a domeſtic tumult, was carefully 
watched and guarded by his dog; who would not 
permit any perſon to touch the remains of his de- 
parted maſter. PyRRHus, the king, paſſing by 
that way, took notice of ſo ſtriking a ſpectacle, 
and inquired into the circumſtances of the caſe. 
On being informed that the man had been ſlain 


chree days before, and that the dog, in all that 


time, had neither ſtirred from the body, nor taken 
any food, the king ordered the body to be buried, 
and the dog to be brought to him. The creature 
ſoon grew fond of Pyrrhus, who, fhortly after, 
ordering his forces to muſter, the ſoldiers paſſed be- 
fore him in review. During this ceremony, the dog, 
for ſome time, lay quiet at his feet; till ſeeing thoſe 
ſoldiers march-by who had murdered his late maſ- 


ter, he ſprung at them with ſuch rage and fierce- 


neſs, and turned himſelf to Pyrrhus with ſuck 
meaning in his looks and geſtures, that the men 

were ent to priſon, on ſuſpicion of having com- 
mitted 
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mitted the crime with which the: dog ſeemed to 
charge them. Being ſtrictly examined, they con- 


feſſed themſelves guilty, and were accordingly ex- 
ecuted. 


SNOW. 


He gives the winter's snow her airy birth, 
And bids her virgin fleeces clothe the earth. 
SANDYS, 


3 the 8 of winter, no one is 
more worthy of diſcuſſion than that of sNow, 
which is confeſſedly one of the moſt curious pro- 
'2 Auctions of nature; and, from the remoteſt ages of 
XZ antiquity, has excited the admiration of philoſo- 
phers and poets. We ſhall, therefore, offer our 
readers a few philoſophical remarks upon the ſub- 
5 1 ject, and then ad vert to the ſcriptures, which not 
— : ö bt} only corroborate the dictate of ſound philoſophy, 


. 1 2 but, under the emblem of ſnow, afford 1 us s leſſons 
ſe a of ſpiritual inſtruction. 

ſ. RE Snow is formed by the PROPER of the vapours 
e- in the atmoſphere. It differs from hail and hoar- 
:h 


froſt in being, as it were, cryſtallized, which they 
are not, This appears, on examination of a flake 


of ſnow by a magnifying glaſs; when the whole of 
C it 


26 THE CHRISTIAN's 


it will appear to be compoſed of fine ſhining ſpi- 
cula, diverging like rays from a-centre. As the 
flakes fall down through the atmoſphere, they are 
continually joined by more of theſe radiated ſpicula, 
and thus increaſe in bulk, like the drops of 1ain or 
hail-ſtones. Dr. Grew obſerves, that many parts of 
ſnow are of a regular figure, for the moſt part ſo 
many little rowels, or ſtars of ſix points, and are 
as perſect and tranſparent ice as any we ſee on a 
pond. Upon each of theſe points are other colla- 
teral points, ſet at the ſame angles as the main 
points themſelves; among which there are divers 
other irregular, which are chiefly broken points, 
and fragments of the regular ones. Others alſo, 
by various winds, ſeem to have been thawed, and 
froze again into irreguler cluſters, ſo that it ſeems 
as if the whole body gf ſnow were an infinite maſs 
of icicles irregularly figured; that is, a cloud of 
vapours being gathered into drops, the ſaid drops 
forthwith .deſcend; upon which deſcent, meeting 
with a freezing air as they paſs through a colder 
region, each drop is immediately frozen into au 
icicle, ſhooting-itſelf forth into ſeveral points; but 
theſe till continuing their deſcent, and meeting 
with ſome intermitting gales of warmer air, or in 
their continual waftage to and fro touching upon 
each other; ſome of them are a little thawed, blunt- 

ed, 


Wy 
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ed, and again froze into cluſters, or entangled ſo as 

to fall down in what we call flakes: The lightneſs 

of ſnow, although it is firm ice, is owing to the 

exceſs of its ſurface in compariſon of the matter 

| contained in it; as gold itſelf may be extended in 

; 'J ſurface till it will ride upon the leaſt breath of air. 

y © From ſome late experiments on the quantity of wa- 

ter yielded by ſnow, it appears that the latter gives 

only about one tenth of its bulk. The peculiar 
agency of ſnow as a fertilizer in preference to rain, 

may, without recurring to nitrous ſalts ſuppoſed to 
be contained in it, be rationally aictibed to its fur- 
niſhing a covering for the roots of vegetables, by 
which they are guarded from the influence of the 
atmoſpherical cold, and the internal heat of the 
earth is prevented from eſcaping. Whatever dif- 
| ference may ariſe upon this ſubject, every true phi- 
loſopher will pronounce the phænomena of ſnow 
„ to be the production of the ALMIOGH T, under 
= whoſe ſupreme controul every element is ſubſervi- 
= ent to his infinite pleaſure, and produces infinite 
0 benefits to mankind... 


He from rial treasures downward 1 pours - 

Sheets of unsully'd snow in lucid show'rs; 
Flake after flake, thro' air, thick- wav 'ring flies, 
"Till one vast st Shining waste, all nature lies. 
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Then the proud hills a virgin whiteness shed, 
A dazzling brightness glitters from the mead; 
The hoary trees reflect a silver sow, 

And groves beneath the lovely burden bow. 


BROOME. 


This ſubject is charmingly illucidated in the ſcrip- 
tures, and to which we will now repair. Con- 
templating the works of God, the writer of the 
book of Job declares—God thundereth marvel- 
_ eufly with his voice: great things doeth he, 
which we cannot comprehend: for he ſaith to the 
ſnow, be thou on the earth. Job xxxvii. 6. Je- 
hovah, in his expoſtulation with Job, inquires, 
Haft thou entered into the treaſures of the ſnow; 
or haſt thou ſeen the treaſures of the hail ? xxxviii. 

22. He giveth, faith David, ſnow like wool: 
he ſeattereth the hear -frofl like aſhes. He caſt- 
eth forth his ice like morſels: who can Hand be- 
Fore his cold? Pſin. cxlvii. 16, 17. At his com- 
mand, he maketh che ſnow to fall apace. As birds 
flying he ſcattereth the ſnow, and the falling down 
thereof is as the ligliting of graſs-hoppers. The 
eye marveleth at the beauty of the whiteneſs thereof, 

and the heart is aſtoniſhed at the raining of it.“ 

It is obvious that the productions of nature are 
employed by the Almighty, through the medium of 
the ſcripture, to inſtruct us in the unſearchable 
riches 


. 
„ 
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riches of Jeſus Chriſt, which are for the benefit 
of the ſubjects of his grace; who, I may ſay, con- 
ſtitute a ſpiritual world in animal life. It is wor- 


1 9 thy of remark, that all natural productions named 
in the ſcriptures, are ſuch with which men are ge- 
x | nerally converſant, and of which the moſt feeble 
mind can form ſome agreeable ideas. The bleſſings 

of grace, however rich and abundant, are incom- 


| prehenſible by the eye of depraved reaſon: —The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit 
of God: for they are foolifhneſs unto him; nei- 


ter can he know. them, becauſe they are ſpiritual- 

A 4 ly diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii. 14. Therefore, that mind 
= l which is illuminated by the rays of the 8UN OF 
9 | RIGHTEOUSNESS, not only ſees God in every 
animal, vegetable, and foſſile production of nature, 
1 but graſps the whole as wonderfully deſigned by a 
wife and condeſcending God, to inſtruct us in the 
b 4 more ſublime, ſatiating riches of his grace. Here, 
then, we may find a ſolution of the query which 

. Broom, in terms fo delicately, has propoſed— 


as Why honey snows and wanton in the air, 
Fall by degrees, and clothe the hoary year?” 


To teach us the infinite underſtanding, and the 
immaculate holineſs of Chriſt Jeſus as the ſupreme 


] Judge, j inwhom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 


C2. and 
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and knowledge. Col. ii. 3. How ſublime the de- 
icription of our Lord, and of the attending circum- 
ſtances of final judgment, drawn by the ſpirit of 
inſpiration, with the hand of the prophet Daniel, 
vii. 9, 10. I beheld till the thrones were caſt 
down, and the ancient of days did ſit, whoſe gar- 
ment was white as SNOW, and the hair of his 
head like the pure wool: his throne was like the 
fiery flame, and his wheels as burning fire. A 
fiery flream iſſued, and came forth before him: 
thouſand thouſands miniftered unto him, and ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand ſtood before him: 
the judgment was ſet, and the books were opened. 
The ſame grand images were continued and mul- 
tiplied by St. John, who was honoured with a ſight 
of the Son of God, whoſe head and hairs were 
white like wool, as white as sNow, and whoſe 
eyes were as a flame of fire. Rev. i. While the 
ſplendid magnificence of this deſcription fills our 
imagination. with the higheſt tranſports, may our 
hearts be equally impreſſed with ſolemn awe; that 
we, that writer, and the reader, each in their own 
perſons, ſhall ſtand before the judge of the whole 
earth, when time, with them, ſhall be no more 
May the judge, therefore, become our friend! for, 
O! wonderful goodneſs and unparallel mercy !— 
the judge himſelf hath died for criminals, and ſuf- 
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fered upon the croſs, the puniſument of human: 
crimes, to, tranſmit them to a crown of bliſs 

What production of nature is whiter than ſnowꝰ 
And what a delightful. idea do its phænomena con- 


== vey of the efficacy of Chriſt's precious blood upon 
a ſinner's heart! Come now, aud let us reaſon to- 
' | gether, ſaith» the Lord: though your fins be as 
iy 1 ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow; though 


they be. red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 
Ifaiah 1. 18. As the new fallen ſnow covereth a. 
polluted carcaſe, or a filthy dunghill, ſo, infinitely 


M 4 more ſo, the blood of the Lamb covereth the fouleſt 
cdrimes, and cleanſeth from ſins of the deepeſt dye: 
= ſo pure and perfect in the eye of diſcerning juſtice, 

chat neither ſpot, blemiſh, wrinkle, nor any ſuch 
= thing ſhall be found upon them. Eph, v. 29. Da- 
vid, the King of. Iſrael, conſcious- that he was 
black with original corruption, and actual tranſ- 
FX greflion,. like the leper and the unclean, under the 
8 | Moſaic law, plead, with earneſtneſs, the ſprinkling 
of atoning blood: Purge me with hyſſop, and I 
all be clean: waſh, me, and T fhall be whiter 


than ſnow. Pſm. li. J. And. what heart but needs 
the ſame cleanſing? Yet, alas! how few n 
a Saviour's blood! : 


The fleecy ſnow 8 to . our - refleiions 
on God's beneficent addreſs to the prophet Ifaiah, 
| aſſuring 
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_ and all his falſe hopes, riches, honours, name, are 
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aſſuring him, under the beautiful emblem of ſnow; 
the ſalutary efficacy of te wo of fits grace up- 
on the human ſoul. As the rain cometh down, 
and the SNOW. from heaven, and returneth not 
rait her, but watereth the earth, and maketh it 
bring forth. and bud, that it may give feed to the 
fower, and bread to the eater; fo tall my word 


Bo that goeth forth out of my mouth. Iſa. lv. 10, It. 


Does the ſnow fertilize the earth and promote the 


vegetation of plants? Infinitely more efficacious is 


the word of Chriſt upon the heart of man, which 
falls with gentle influence, producing the fruits of 
righteouſneſs which are through Jeſus Chriſt to the 
glory of God, and the infinite ge of man- 
kind. 

We cannot cloſe this paper without reminding 
the thoughtleſs ſinner, that, as drought and heat 
conſume the ſnow-waters, ſo doth the grave thoſe 
which have ſinned. Job xxiv. 19. While in the 
bloom of yobth, the abundance of wealth, or in 
the career of honour,” ſuddenly, as the heat diſ- 
folveth the ſnow, and its waters penetrate the earth 
without leaving a trace behind, ſo death removes 
the ſinner to the grave; he-mingles with the d 


covered together from mortal ſiglit, and await the 


judgment of che great God. Let us, therefore, 
wile 
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XZ wiſc, reflect on the baneful conſequences of ſin, 
ow; x | conſider our latter end, and ſeek ſalvation and im- 
up- * 4 mortal glory in that moſt bleſſed Saviour, who 
win, ſhall preſerve our ſouls when ſnow and hail ſhall 
2 4 ceaſe to fall, and ruined nature ſinks in years | 
te Th 
vord 
„11. 
Jus is A Y HE Rev. Caleb Evans, D. D. preſident of the 
vhich- "feminary at Briſtol for the education of young 
its of w biniſters, was called to viſit a family that belonged 
tothe p his congregation, and ſaw a young lady ſetting 
oF lr an eaſy chair, who came to the hot wells for the 
1 enefit of her health, and boarded with them. Ob- 
"Erving her unuſually penſive, the Doctor took the 
poerty to inquire the reaſon, She anſwered— 
ir, I will think no more of it, it is only a dream; 
ä 1 kc I will not be ſo childiſh as to be alarmed at a 
in eam: but Sir,” ſaid ſhe, <1 will tell you my 
W eam, and then I will think no more of it,” She 
enn repeated as follows: — 
4 9. « Laſt night I dreamed I was at the ball where 
"2308 intend to go to night: ſoon after I was in the 
: pom, I was taken very ill, and they gave me a 
Waclling bottle; and then I was * home into 
this. 


AVERY SOLEMN OCCURRENCE! 
Transcribed from The STAR, frrinted in London. 
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this room, and I was put into #44: chair, (pointing 
to an elbow chair) fainted, and died. I then 
thought I was carried to a place where were angels 
nd holy people ſinging hymns and praiſes to God; 
that I found myſelf very unhappy, and deſired to 
go from them. My conductor ſaid, if I did, I 
ſhould never come there again: with that, he vio- 
lently whirled me out, and I fell down! down! 
down! through darkneſs, and thunderings, and ſul- 
phur, into flames; and when the flames began to 
feorch me, I was alarmed with hideous-cries, axd 
awaked.” | 
Dr. Evans made ſome ſerious remarks on the 
dream, and deſired the young lady not to go to the 
ball that night. She ſaid ſhe would, for ſhe was 
more of a woman than to mind dreams. She 
went to the ball—was taken ill—a ſmelling-bottle 
was given her, according to her dream — ſhe was 
brought home, put into the chair above-mention- 
ed fainted— died! 

The well known ſelpectability of Dr. Evans, 
and his diſpoſition in not receiving the ſallies of 
fancy for realities, much lefs giving credit to the 
many imaginary ſtories which float about the world 
under the denomination of religious: theſe were 
ſufficient inducements to the -ED1ToR to give the 
above narratiye a place in this publication as truly 

authentic. 
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"= authentic. He makes no comment; he leaves it 
Wich his readers, and adds his affectionate wiſh, 
] | that the peruſal of it may be attended with ſolemn 
7 E 1 reflection by the young and the gay; by which 
2 f they may learn, that a character formed in this 
be Pie, virtuous c or vicious, We not fail to terminate 


1 of men is confined to the meriding of their 
life, but this will by no means apply to the Son of 
God while on our earth: for, although his whole 
© life was ſpent in teaching the ignorant, and in per- 
forming the moſt aſtoniſhing miracles for the bene- 
fit of mankind, yet, his greateſt acts of mercy, and 
nis moſt valuable miracles, were reſerved for the laſt. 
4 — theſe is the <onverfion of the thief wh 
was crucified with him upon Calvary. As this is 
che ſubject for our preſent reflections, we will ex- 
amine the ſtate of this poor man while in the pur- 
ſuit of fin; the marks of Chriſt's interpoſing grace 
awhile the thief was upon the croſs in the very ago- 
nies 
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ies of death; then draw ſome uſeful leſſons from 
the affecting ſcene. 
I. Examine the caſe of this poor man. St. Mat- 


thew and Mark inform us that he and his com- 


panions were thzeves; for which, they were con- 
demned by the law of their country, to die upon 
the croſs, What they had ſtolen, from whom, or 
how frequently they had tranſgreſſed, we are not 
informed; but of this we are certain, that they 


had not only injured their fellow creatures by de- 


priving them of their property, expoſing them- 
ſelves to a ſhameful death, but that, by in, they 
had robbed God of his honour and themſelves of 
happineſs, and expoſed themſelves to his diſpleaſure. 
Ve are curſed with a curſe, for ye have robbed 


me, ſaith the Lord. Mal. iii. 8, 9. The man who 


4s the particular ſubject of our attention, could not 
be inſenſible of the horrid diſgrace to which his 
crimes had expoſed him; his ſoul muſt have been 
filled with horror, For a wicked man is loathſome 
and comet ji to ſhame. Prov. xiii, 5. But, whatever 
may have been this man's conſciouſneſs at his trial, 
in the dungeon, or on his way to Calvary, we 
now behold him in the very graſp of death, with 
his unpardoned ſins upon his head, and without 

the ſhadow of hope for reprieve. Every beating 

pulſe, every groan, every drop of blood flowing 

from 
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from his body, brings him nearer to the awful 
gulph of death! One would imagine that this poor 
- wretch had now no time to ſhoot malignant arrows 
to embitter another's woe; yet ſuch was the enmity 
of his heart, that he forgets his own miſery pur- 
poſely to join with his fellow thief, and with the 
Jewiſh rabble, to revile the bleſſed Jeſus as he hung 
in the midſt upon the croſs. Mat. xxvii. 44. Full 
proof this, that neither of theſe untortunate men 
had been the followers of Jeſus, nor had been pre- 
viouſly inſtructed by him. Who but muſt drop a 
tear on beholding theſe two men in the guilt of 
their ſins, in the agonies of death, deſpiſing and 
reviling the Saviour by whom alone they could be. 
ſuccoured, cloſe their eyes in peace, and enter in- 
to bliſs! Lord what is man! ſo dark as not to 
ſee his own danger, ſo callous as not to feel his 
own miſery! What could have prevented both 
theſe thieves from haſtening to the final judgment. 
of the great God, to receive their ſentence of eter- 
nal woe? What eye could have pitied, or what 
arm could have ſaved them? That which is im- 
poſſible with man is poſſible with God, The 
compaſhonate Saviour turns his eyes upon one of 
thoſe unhappy men; and while his bowels yearn, 
methinks the Lord of grace thus reſolves: I know 
the thoughts that I think towards you, thoughts 
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of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expefted 
end. Jer. xxix. 11, HE that looked Peter into re- 
pentance, now penetrates the more callous heart 
of the ſuffering thief. HE that called Lazarus 
from a ſtate of putrid death, is now reſolved to re- 
ſtore the more nauſtous ſoul of the malefactor 
while in the jaws of deftruCtion! O, the depth 
of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge 
of :God! How unſearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways paſt finding out! 5 
II. Let us now mark the aſtoniſhing alteration 
chat appeared in the thief, different from that of 


hi fellow ſufferer, evincing the power of Chriſt's 


anterpoſing grace. 

He reproves his fellow criminal. The impeni- 
tent malefactor railingly ſaid unto Jeſus, N thou 
be Chrift, ſave thyſelf and us. Luke xxiii. 39. 
Language ſimilar to that juſt before pronounced 


by the people and their rulers, deriding the Re- 


deemer: He ſaved others; let him ſave himſelf, 
F he be Chriſt, the choſen of God. 35. And in 


which the ſoldiery united, If thou be the king of 


the Fews, ſave thyſelf. 37. To the inſulting 
language of the hardened thief, this man gave a 
ſtriking reproof. Doft thou not fear God, ſeeing 


thou art in the ſame condemnation ? 40. 


nomenious 


As if 
he had ſaid, Art thou not in the ſame ſtate of ig- 


14 9.8 
Na 
542 
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nomenious ſuffering and death, demanding a ſo- 
jemn awe of the great God | and, inſtead of reviling 


a a fellow ſufferer, ſhouldeſt thou not fear that Al- 


mighty Being, whoſe eye is upon you, and before 
whom, in a few moments, you muſt ſtand in judg- 
ment?” Such a reproof certainly indicated the feel- 
ings of his own heart, and that the fear of God had 
moſt ſolemnly fallen upon him. The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; and this firſt 


fruit upon the lips of the malefaCtor, demonſtrated 
che change of his heart; for, out of the * 


of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh. | 

How clear the conſciouſneſs of his evil Te, 
mndecd, ſuffer juſtly; for we receive the due re- 
ward of our deeds. 41. His conſcience, which, 
but a few minutes before, was ſo hardened as to 


forget its own miſery purpoſely to revile the Savi- 


our, is now quickened, and alive to review the 
tranſactions of his own life, and of that which had 


brought him to ſo wretched an end. The theft 
the perſon-injured—the time and place - the Provi- 
dence of God, with its interpoſing circumſtances, 
which led to a diſcovery of his iniquity—his vio- 
lation of the laws of God, which declares, Thou 
falt not fleal, and his expoſure to conſequent pu- 
niſhment—theſe he juſtifies; and every particular 
of them form ſo many faithful witneſſes in the court 


of 
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of his own conſcience, and by whoſe powerful tef- 
timony he paſſes ſentence upon himſelf, and upon 
his fellow ſufferer, as both receiving the baneful 
fruit of their fins, and the due reward of their 
deeds. 
The comprehenſive teſtimony which this ſelf- 
condemned man bears to the character of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is worthy our attention. This man hath 
done nothing amiſs. 41. A teſtimony, as bold in 
its declaration as it was juſt in its nature. Not 
referring to any fimilarity of crime with himſelf, 
for of ſuch Jeſus was not charged; but, at onee 
he juſtifies the character of Chriſt in his elaim to 
HMeffiah/hip, that he was the Son of God; and by 
fo doing he, of courſe, condemns the Jewifh-coun- 
eil in aſſigning Jeſus to death. This teſtimony was 
not delivered only in the hearing of the reviling 
- - thief, but of the whole multitude, rulers, ſoldiers and 
rabble, while they were gazing at him, and ready 
to catch the accents which might fall from his lips, 
and which he particularly urges as an argument 
to ſilence the refleions of his wicked companion. 
As he juſtified the character of Jeſus, the Son of 
God, ſo he diſcovers the virtue of his faith, by ad- 
dreſſing Chriſt as an object of prayer: Lord, re- 
member me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom. 
v. 41, Few words, but rich in import. More like a 
diſciple 
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diſciple than a thief! He addreſſes Jeſus as Lord; 
which, with the title Pilate put upon the croſs, 
formed a double teſtimony of him as a KINO, and 
whom the penitent tranſgreſſor believed was paſſing 
through ſuffering and death to his heavenly king- 
dom. His ſingle requeſt is, Remember me! In- 
tereſted in the thoughts of Jeſus, it would be enough 
for him, about ta cloſe his eyes in death, and haſ- 
tening to the judgment of a righteous. God. The 
mind of Chriſt is infinite; thoſe whom he rememe 
bers in mercy ſhall never be forgotten, but com- 
pletely ſaved and eternally glorified!! Abandoned 


buy earthly friends, as this poor man may have been; 
"+ yet Jeſus is a friend that ſticketh cloſer than a hro- 


ther; and perhaps the words of David were never 
more evident, than in the converſion of the male- 
factor: He remembered us in our low eſtate, for 
his mercy endureth for ever. Pal. cxxxvi. 2g. 
How aſtoniſhing this man's faith !—he felt himſelf 
dying, yet talks of a kingdom in a future ſtate ;— 
ſtrong faith indeed! that in a dying hour, and under 
this man's moſt miſerable circumſtances, could 
look throughithe croſs to an immortal crown |! 

It is notimproper for us, in reviewing this male- 
& factor's caſe, to examine how far the new feel- 
ings of his heart may correſpond with the ſcripture 
{| toſtimony of converſion. He was evidently con- 
1 D2 eee 
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vinced of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment, 


which are the fruit of the ſpirit. John xvi. 8. In 
him, old things were paſſed away, and all things 
had become new. Repentance, faith, adoration, 
and prayer, were deeply expreſſed by his lips. And 
what more was included in the converſion of John, 
Peter, or Paul? Here then, we ſee a young branch 


ſhooting, if I may ſo ſay, from the ſtem of the 


croſs, richly laden with full ripe goſpel fruit, 
every moment waiting to be tranſplanted to im- 
eee 

It is with pleaſure that we now ark the atten» 


tion which Chriſt paid to the requeſt of the peni- 
tent thief. Our Lord enters not into an inquiry 


of the circumſtances of the tet, nor aſks how 
often he had been guilty of ſuch a crime; no, he 
deals with him according to Ezekiel xxxiii. 16. 
None of his ſins that he hath committed ſhall be 
mentioned unto him. The Lord knew both his 
heart and his life. Time was ſhort; death and 
eternity were near; therefore is the work cut ſhort 
in righteouſneſs; and Jeſus ſaid unto him, FVeriſy 


Jay unto thee, 19-day ſhalt thou be with me in 


Paradiſe. How full, how inexpreſſibly gracious 
the reply! The penitent requeſted a remembrance 
only when Chriſt ſhould come into his kingdom 
a to-day, ſays the Saviour, thou ſhalt be with 

me 
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1 His wiſh was for a kingdom; and the Lord 
promiſes him a paradiſe! As the caſe of the ſup« 
plicant was-urgent, and he ready to cloſe his eyes, 
our Lord granted him an adequate ,reply—7 /ax 
unto THEE—not another; rHov, not thy compa» 
nion; and to give him the ſtrongeſt conſolation, he 
confirmed it with his inviolable oath, Verily. The 
bleſſedneſs of this ſtate of promiſed futurity was 
not wy, the profeſſion of a our int 2 6 
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with Me. Proof . that the ſoul, on its imme» 
diate ſeparation from the body, does not ſleep in 
the grave, but is immediately tranſmitted to bleſſed, 
neſs. He who was with the ſuffering Jeſus upon 
Calvary, ſhall ſtand with him on Zion's hill ;—he. 
that was ſaved by. Chriſt upon the croſs, muſt ac- 
company him to be glorified on the heavenly throng ! 
To be with the Lord (1 Theſſ. iv. 17.) is a pri- 
vilege ſo infinitely great, ſo tranſcendently glorie 
ous, that the ſoul who enjoys it is at once freed. 
from every taint, of impurity, and from every fpe« 
cies of fuffering |—Abſorbed beneath the glories of 
the once ſlaughtered Lamb, the righteous ine 
forth as the ſun-in. the Ling dem 1 their father 
for ever and ever 

The ſacred hiſtorian mentions no reply as made 
by the pardoned thief to the promiſe of the Saviour. 
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I preſume he felt its heavenly power, and his u 
enjoyed dhe weets of pardon, freſh flowing with 
the Saviour's blood; to him it was enough His 
ſoul, thus fitted for its paſſage through the vale of 
death, reclines on the Saviour's breaſt, and waits 
che moment with eager joy! The Redeemer ex- 
pires before the pardoned thief enjoys the ſolemn 
ſcene, then, bows his head—and dies 

III. We purpoſed, in our introduction, to draw 
fome uſeful teffons from this memorable inſtance of 
eonverting grace; but the limits aſſigned to the ſe- 
veral pieces introduced in this publication, oblige 
us to reſerve the concluſion upon the ſubject for 
our next number. 8 85 


QUESTION. 


\A Conſtant reader of Die Chriftian' s$ Pocket 
Zibrary begs leave to propoſe the following queſ- 
tion for a ſolution in your next: WHEN SHALL 
FAITH AND HOPE CEASE? 1 Cor. xiii, 13. 
. L. 


THE BLESSINGS OF REDEMPTION. Wt 


. Cons, love divine, my heart ineplre 5404 les 
With holy, bright, seraphic fire, PETRA 
_ And tune again my tongue; 


| And let iy praises be e 
In some triumphant song. 
Encourag'd by thy tender grace, 
Reveal'd to Adam's guilty race, PIE 
Thy heav'nly gifts I claim; 

In sin and darkness long I lay, - rs. 
But now, rejoicing, hail the day, 

Aud bless thy glorious name. 


L 1 * $ 


When I survey the . plan - 


Contriv'd to ransom captive man. 
Thy wisdom I admire: | 
The matchless promise let me take, 

Which grace, and truth, and mercy make, 
And in the faith expire, 


* 4 


Jesus, 
* 
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Jesus, the glory of his saints, 


Regards the pray'rs and the complaints 
Of those that love his name; 


When wicked men and devils rise, 
To burn the fav'rites of the skies, 
They * in the flame. 
Nor earth, nor hell, nor me, nor place, 
Can force the happy sons of grace 
From their almighty King; 
His thunderbolts of wrath he throws 
In righteous-yengeance on their foes, 
| While they in safety 1 | 


Through life he is wen constant guide, 
They find him faithful, and confide 
In him, when storms arise. 
Death comes to them without a sting, 
They drop their clay, and on the wing 
Of love salute the skies. 


These blessings from Redemption flow, 

These blessings none but Christians know, 
The chosen of the Lord: 

Let me, great God, with them agree 

In faith and duty; and in Thee 
Find paradise restor 0. 


JosEPHUS. 
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1 4s 
fag 5 {| F Gentleman who was a great Lover of Music, but had 
10 delighted in what wvas loote and vain, ufron his cm- 
version to God exchanged grofliane for sacred Melody, 
aſion which laſiſiy Revolution he comſiosed the following 
Ode, which may very fropert 50 be entitled, the Viol new 
Strung. | 


5: 1 TUN'D my shell, and wak'd a tone; 
As swift as thought my __ flew : 


h lumin'd eye beheld with ROY eo». 
Bacchus and Cupid made divine; | 


Near lay the Christian Magazine; * 

1 Fast clasp'd it lay, in iron bound, 
The page unsoil'd, the margin om. 
1 1 touch'd the book with trembling hands; 
Tze volume glad did open spring: 
looked, and thus the text commands, 
One of the songs of Zion sing.“ 


Lord, 


* The Bible, 
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The viol yields its tribute due; 


O listen to my better air, 
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gan; my shell was mute, 

orgot its cunning too.: 

1 Lor ” Iresum'd; ; it would not . 
The theme was strange, the sonnet few | 


With pious: indignation vext, 
No more the guilty strings I try: 
Rebellious to the sacred text, 

1 nap'd the herds, and cast them by. 


My viol now I string anew: 
Help, Lord! with voice elate I cry; 


The chords responsive n 


7 


1 suffering God, who erst didst bear 
The idle song, the wanton lyre, 


And tune my * and heart strings hight! 
PoLYRAYMNILUS. 
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AN ESSAY ON JUSTIFICATION. L 


fi By the Rev. William Rogers, D. D. Professor of Eng- 
| lish and Belles Letters in the University of Penn- 


sylvania.] 


I the Lord chall all tie seed of Lrael be justified, and 
| «hall glory. | | Is ALI AE. 

0 J USTIFICATION is one of the moſt import- 
ant articles of our holy religion, and demands our 
{moſt ſolemn attention. Brevity and perſpicuity be- 
ing our aim in preparing this paper, we ſhall—ex- 


E plain 
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plain the term—conſider the auzhor—the objeds 
intereſted—the 3/e//ings reſulting. 

We are, I. To explain the term. Juſtification, 
ſpiritually or evangelically conſidered, is a complete 
acquittal from imputed and contracted guilt; a de- 
liverance from the condemning power of ſin; an 

act of free grace flowing from Jehovah's ſovereign 
good will and pleafure. By many eminent divines 
this leading doctrine is conſidered as twofold— WR 
ETERNAL and DECLARATIVE. By the former, 
we underſtand that which exiſted in the divine mind 8 
from everlaſting, reſpecting the choſen ſeed, united | 
with Chriſt their head, © who hath ſaved us, ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe and graee, which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began.” | 
2 Tim. i. 9. By the /atter, viz. declarative juſti- Wl 
fication, is deſigned that which, in time, takes place "= 
in or on the conſcience of a believer, commonly ſtiled 1 

Juſtification by or through faith. It is upon this | 
we now addreſs you. To be thus fully abſolved 
from all fin and guilt, by virtue of Chriſt's plenary 
ſatisfaction, and pronounced “ heirs of eternal lite,” . 
oh, bow enlivening the thought! how animating 2 
the reflection! * Bleſs the Lord, O our ſouls, and , 
all chat is within us, bleſs his holy name.“ 

We come, II. to conſider the author of our juſti- 
fication. It is God who juſtifieth,” Rom. viii. 33. 

A Triune 
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A Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. 


. x | A truth this, when viewed in all its parts, calculated 
ö . to excite not only within 16, but amid the angelic 
} 55 3 E choir the higheſt wonder, which things the angels 
1 13 : deſire to look into.“ 1 Pet. i. 12 Whom Gop 
TY F hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, through faith in 
| * his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the remiſ- 
8 N ſion of ſins that are paſt, through the Forbeara nce 
1 ö of God; to declare, I ay, at this time his righteouſ- 
By 7 neſs; that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
ono believech in Jeſus. Rom. x. 25, 26. He it 
2 nown unto you therefore, men and brethren, that 
rough this man is preached unto you the forgive- 
neſs of ſins; and by HIM all that believe are juſtified 
from all things, from which ye could not be juſtified 
by the law of Moſes.” Acts xiii. 38, 39. © And 
ſuch were ſome of you; but ye are waſhed, but ye 
Ware ſanctified, but ye are juſtified, in the name of the 
Lord jeſus, and by the Spix IA of our God.” 1 Cor. 
vi. 11. Many other pertinent texts might be quot- 
N | N ed; but permit us, previous to our diſmiſſion of this 
I 5 b head, to mention, with all due conciſeneſs, a few of 
: the cauſes of our being thus i or pronounced 
| Richrrous. „The works of the Lord are great, 
I fought out of all them who have pleaſure herein,“ 
i lis of equal force now as when penned by Ifrael's 

| 1 king. Thus ſupported, we will not be backward 
: 13 in aſſerting Ht. That 


— A 
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1ſt. That. Vom this main pillar, this Sublime 
CharaCteriſtic of goſpel truth, man's obedience ts 
a law of works is to be utterly excluded. Paul 
peremptorily ſays, © By the deeds of the law no fleſh WR 
thall be juſtified in his ſight.” Rom. iii. 20. This WK 
| /ingle declaration, confirmed by repeated equal teſ- W 1 
1 Y - -timony, condemns at once every idea of juſtification 
. by virtue of our own doings. Thoſe who harbour 
a ſentiment ſo oppoſed to Jehovah's revealed will, 
vainly imagine, conſiſtent with themſelves, to bring | 
the ſupreme governor of univerſal nature under a 
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upon earth who doeth good and ſinneth not.“ Ecc. 
Vit. 20. But we are all as an unclean thing, and all 
our righteouſneſles are as filthy rags.” Ia. Ixiv. 6. 
 2dly. What is by too many denominated con- 
pliance with goſpel terms, we do not admit as hav- 
ing any claim. The goſpel of our ſalvation is un- 
conditional; it knows no terms on our part as lead- 
. ing to a juſtifying righteouſneſs. Faith and repent- 
1 ance are graces beſtowed by the Spirit of God; 
[| they are bleſſings flowing from that covenant which 

18 


obligation to do Niem good. But, beloved, we have N 
not fo learned Chriſt, we do not wiſh to rob e 
pleſſel Redeemer of the brighteſt jewel in his me- 
diatorial crown, we do not intend thus baſely to 19 b 
detract from that glory which peculiarly belongs to i 
the ſacred Three-One. © For there is not a juſt man 
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is ordered in all things, and ſure. In fine, regene- 
ration of ſoul, ſanctification of heart, ſincerity of 
diſpoſition, holineſs of life, perſevering fidelity, un- 
deviating acquieſcence in Jehovah's government, 
ſteady zeal for ImmanuePs intereſt, all our own * 
pious frames of mind, comfortable feelings and ap- 
Iproving teſtimonies of conſcience are, with reſpect 

Ito this all-eſſential doctrine, to be kept totally out 
of view. To what, then, is our juſtification to be 


We reply, iſt. To the mere grace or favour of 
Pod as the W cauſe, being juſtified freely 
"FJ "TJ by his grace.” Rom. iii. 24. But after that the 
1 e and love of God our Saviour toward man 
= 4 appeared; .not by works .of righteouſneſs, which 
ve have done, but according to his mercy he ſaved 

. Titus iii. 4, 5. That, which never could have 
2 found out by men or angels, the wiſdom of 
5 chovah contrived; and his love hath made known. 
{1s is the original ſource. Here is the fountain 
rom whence all ſprings. . 

2dly. Tothe lite and paſhon of Jeſus as the pro- 
euring cauſe. But God commendeth his love to- 
Wards us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt 
Nied for us. Much more then being now ju/?i/ied 
a3 * vis blood, we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through 
: Rom. v. 8, 9. He fulfilled every precept, 
© 2 he 
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Oh glorious name] predicted long before his in- 
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fice — It is 29w a righteons thing with God, freely . 
to juſtify and abundantly to pardon. In the 
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_ Chriſt's righteouſneſs, thus conſiſting of the holi- g 


fanly deemed RiGcuTtEous? 
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he bore the whole penalty of the law in the room :M 
and ftead of his people: thus was the law magnified 1 
and rendered honourable, an end made of ſin and is 
everlaſting righteouſneſs brought in; © and this ij 
his name whereby he ſhall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.” Jeremiah xxiti. 6, 


carnation—Unto whom ſhould we go but unto our 
once bleeding but now rifen Saviour for acceptance? 
For us he drank the bitter cup—Let us not 
ſubſtitute any thing in the place of his noble ſacri- 


LORD ſhall all the ſeed of Iſrael be juſtined, and 
ſhall glory.” Ifaiah xlv. 25. The robe of Chriſts 
righteouſneſs is a garment down to the foot, where. 
with every member of the myſtical body is amply i ” 
covered; „for he hath made him to be fin for us, 1 
who knew no ſin; that we might be made the 4 
righteouſneſs of God, in him.” 2 Cor. v. 21, 9 
„ Such an high prieſt became us who is holy, 
harmleſs, undefiled and ſeparate from ſinners.“ Heb. |} 
vii. 26. Should any put the queſtion How doth | 


neſs of his nature, his active and paſſive nen 
become our's in ſuch wiſe that we alſo are necel- | 
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We readily anſwer—By IMPUTATION ; by 
making it over unto us; reckoning it our's, or 
placing it to our account, being wrought out by 
our elder brother on behalf of the whole ranſom- 
ed flock. © David deſcribeth the bleſſedneſs of the 
man, unto whom God impute?h righteouſneſs with- 
out“ works.” Rom. iv. 6.—Purſuant, therefore, 
to the unalterable purpoſe of heaven, agreeable to 
the œcοomy of man's redemption, this righteouſ- 
neſs of the precious Jeſus, whereof ſo many glo- 
rious things are ſpoken, is as much our's as though 
. ys out Ty ourſelyes 1 in our own proper per- 


__ with raiment of Tatts acct. This FH 
with the HEAD, how can the members be viewed 
{4 by God the judge of all but as perfectly and com- 
pletely juſtified? © And ye are complete in him, 
who is the head of all principality and power.” 
7 Col. 11. 10. | | 
ai. Our juſtification is by ſome aſcribed to 
E faith as an inſtrumental cauſe. Strictly ſpeaking, 

we apprehend Vaiti as no cauſe at all in this mo- 

mentuous procedure, but rather as an effect. It 
1 is true, the ſcriptures frequently mention a H- 
cation by faith—By ſuch expreſſions it is evident 


i | the 9bje, and not the ad? of faith, is deſi gned: the 
object of faith is Chriſt and his righteouſneſs: this 
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the believing ſoul holds faſt. Faith is the eye which 
diſcovers, the hand which receives; eſpying a Sa- 
viour's worth, charmed with his merit, the believer 
is ſo enraptured as to caſt away all his heavy burden, 
falls at Meſſiah's feet, confides in the promiſe, and 
pleads atoning blood, with the heart man believeth 
unto righteouſneſs.” Rom. x. 10. It is beautifully 
obſerved by one of our very firſt and moſt orthodox 


writers: The reaſon why any are juſtified is not 


becauſe they have faith But the reaſon why they 


have faith is becauſe they are juſtified.” If juſtified 


by faith as a work performed by us, or as a grace 
wrought without us, where would have been the 
neceſſity of the death and reſurrection of Jeſus * 
Faith is that precious grace by which we do, in-a 


certain manner, put on the righteouſneſs of rhe 


Lord's anointed, and receive the greateſt of all bleſ- 
ſings from the God of our ſalvation. It is a grace 
(faith one) which quarrels much with human pride, 
and makes its only boaſt of Sharon's roſe; and ne- 
ver was meant to be our juſtifying righteouſneſs in 
the ſight of God, elſe it would learn to boaſt— 
Faith ſays, * In the Lord have I righteouſneſs,” and 
tells a ſinner, * I cannot ſave thee,* thou art ſaved 
by grace through faith.” The grace of Jeſus, and 
that alone, brings ſalvation; and the ſinner, through 
fa as an inſtrument put in his hand, is enabled 
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to reach the rich donation; Juſt as a begger, by his 
empty cap ſtretched forth, receives an nies. We 


III. To deſcribe the objects intereſted. In the 
Examination of this particular, what abundant rea- 
ſon have we to adopt the prophetic language, * to 
the law and to the teſtimony ? If they ſpeak not ac- 
cording to this word, it is becauſe there is no light 
in them.” Iſaiah viii. 20. The perſons juſtified 
Ethy ough rich and ſovereign grace are in the living 
oeracles declared to be © ungodiy,”” Rom. iv. 5. alſo 
. ſinners.“ Gal. 11. 17. Was it not for declara- 
1 | ons like theſe, where would be our coinfort? We 
: | 1 *&re ail Vnners, we are all ungodly; does it from 
4 wo ence follow, that all who are ſinners, all who are 
5 1 ngodly, are without exception juſtified? By no 
rreans! the whole canon of ſcripture combine with 
he dictates of ſound experience to render every ſuch 
Idea inadmiſſible. It is true, we read, © that by the 
ö igliteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all 
ven unto juſtification of life.” Rom. v. 18. By a 
careful reviſion of what goes before and follows 
fatter, we {hall find the apoſtle did not mean 47] men 
tabſolutely, but all the choſen, all believers; his 
1 piſtle was directed to © all that be in Rome, be- 
l oved of God, called to be ſaints.” Moreover, the 
22 ified are repreſented as 'a peculiar people, and 
wo have 
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have ſuch characters aſcribed to them as cannot, BW 
without the greateſt inconſiſtency and abuſe of lan- 3 
guage, be aſcribed to all the progeny of fallen Adam. 
They are ſpoken of as thoſe who are predeſtinated, g 4 
redeemed, pardoned, effectually called, ſanctificd, 
regenerated, &c. That theſe things are not uu, 1 
with reſpect to a the lapſed family. every unpreju- 1 5 
diced mind muſt acknowledge. Upon the whole, 3 
thoſe who are unworthy and guilty in themſelves, | . 
but in the everlaſting covenant elected and beloved, 1 
have that righteouſneſs whereon their juſtification 8 
is founded, not only exhibited to them by the goſ. 
pel, but brought nigh by the Holy Ghoſt, theſe are I bi 
the ( purchaſed poſſeſſion,” this is the . bride,” 3 
the lamb's wife; between whom and the Lord Je- 403 
ſes, an union not only now exiſts, but hath exiſt 
ed, ancient as eternity itſelt, I have loved thee * 
with an everlaſting love: therefore, with loving 13 
kindneſs have I drawn thee,” Jer. xxxi. 3. a mul- 1 
titude which no man can number. The 
IV. And laſt thing propoſed for inveſtigation, | 

is the bleſſings reſulting from juſtification. | 
Where ſhall we begin, and how ſhall we end! 1 
bleſſings great indeed croud in upon us! bleſſings 1 
beyond compare are conſequential on our being 3 
taus freely juſtified ! a doctrine pregnant with com- 9 
fort inexpreſſible] a foundation is hereby laid not 1 
] {imply 3 
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L imply for fluctuating hope, but for the full aſſur- 
Wance of preſent and future bliſs. By virtue hereof, 
ee cxperience—1. A freedom or deliverance from 
| 5 4 n and condemnation. From a// ſin, as to its guilt, 
om its reigning power and dominion, and by and 
Dy from its in-being * the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
ois fon, cleanſeth us from all fin.” 1 John i. 7. 
1 Heb. x. 12—14. Our ſins are covered and hid from 


Pught for hereafter ſhall not be found; * there is, 
8 a erefore, now no condemnation to them who are in 
Fhriſt Jeſus.” Rom. viii. 1. Gal. iii. 13. When 
1 ber wiouſly reflecting on our happy reſcue from the 
8 Wnds of ſatan, our accuſing foe; alſo from death 
1 1 d the grave, as penal evils; but more eſpecially 
3 8 om the pains of hell and the wrath to come; and 
1 1 as the effect of love divine, what heart among 
1 ; ps can remain cold and liteleſs* what tongue 
Wan ceaſe to praiſe?—2. As juſtified we enjoy 
peace with God. © Therefore, being juſtified by 
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
eſus Chriſt.” Rom. v. 1. Connected herewith is 
aal peace of mind. Oh happy ſouls brought fully 
V bchold a crucified Redeemer making peace by 
e blood of his croſs, © the chaſtiſement of our 
© Pace was upon him.” Iſaiah liii. 5. Knowing 
1 ais to be the caſe, well may we, „on the Dove- 
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his Son, ,* to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, % 


_ Eph. i. 6. Chriſt's garments ſmell of myrrh, aloe; Y 


conveyed to the manſions above; and oh, vi 
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and tempeſts of an oppoſing conſcience, and find in TY 
the rock of ages a quiet ſanctuary and ſafe retreat.“ . ? 
z. The acceptance of our perſons and ſervices h 8; 
another bleſſing reſulting herefrom. The Father“ 7 
is well pleaſed with 557% for the alone ſake of Chrit | 
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wherein he hath made us accepted in the Beloved.” * 


and caſſia, wherewith his people being clad, the 7 
Lord ſmells a ſweet ſavor in them alſo. A view of | 


this emboldens us to draw near to the King of king © ” 


Heb. x. 19—22. The perſon, the blood, the righ- 
teouſneſs, the mediation of Jeſus, are the only fou. | 
dation ↄf all our pleas at the celeſtial throne.—4 3 1 
As juſtified we are bleſſed through life, ſhall be 1 4 1 
at death, and through eternity. While on earth, 
we are expreſsly aſſured that all things work 0. 
gether for our good :” when ſummoned to die, w 1 


need not fear the grim meſſenger. The proper) 1 


of temporal death, with reſpect to God's people, i 


greatly changed; it _ an end to all their ſorromP I 
very great gain. In honour and meh are 10 


what joy are the everlaſting doors expanded wi 


for their reception! Our babes, though moulder L 
: . 2p 8 
—* 
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8. to duſt, will nevertheleſs enjoy a glonous re- 
"oy rrection—our perſons at the laſt day ſhall have an 
"| 24 onourable diſtinction, and gracious approbation 
EZFom the judge ſupreme. Never: ceaſing felicity, con- 
| . : 1 mmate happineſs, and perpetual glory will be our 
portion. Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 
* ke th entered into the heart of man, the things which 
$1 *C od hath prepared for them who love him.“ 1 Cor. 
9. We ſhall then, O joyful period] live and reign 
9 1 ith Chriſt for ever and ever, and our ſong will 
ninterruptedly be, © unto him who loved us and 
; w ſhed us from our ſins in his own blood; and 
hath made us kings and prieſts unto God and his 


DIALOGUE 


Between a Father and his Son. 
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| Continued from fage TY 
PART II. 
A Country Seat. 


Father. 8 from the buſineſs of 
de city, and enjoying the enlivening ſweets of 
1 * country 
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the bird, pearched on yonder twig, ſalutes the fan 53 
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country air, what, my fon, if we take a ride befor $4 
our morning repalſt ? . . 
Son. Wich pleaſure, Sir, J accept your invin. 
tion, and will immediately order our horſes to e 
gate. N 
Father. How fine the dawn! how melodiouſh 17 


who tops the mountains with his beams, and enl. 
vens univerſal nature! | * 7 

Son. Delightful indeed! Yet what reproof v 
man, the nobleſt part of the creation, and mol: KH 


backward to expreſs his MakER's praiſe 


Father, True, my ſon, the beauties and the lay ? 
of nature unite and condemn the fin of man, an or 
leave him without excuſe.—Milliam, your na . 
has caught the fragrance of the morn, and cen 1 
almoſt too ſprightly for its rider. 1 5 

Son. Yes, Sir, he is more briſk than common. | ? 
It ſeems a ſprightly 15 and dejected rider ly ſuit 1:3 
together. 1 

Father. My ſon, cheerfulneſs has been you: f : 
conſtant companion, why now ws: ? Y 


are cognizable by the Alnighty, but that the very z | 
words of my lips, and the ſecret thoughts of my 
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9 bart, are expoſed to his diſpleaſure. All I can 
" oh pe for is, that God will give me grace that I may 
ert my beſt cudeavours to live more holy in my 
; 4 ture life. I ſhould be glad, Sir, if, at your lei- 
1 pre, you would write me a few rules by which I 
Wy walk more circumſpectly, and, by that means, 


mend myſelf to the Divine clemency. 
Father. That your future lite ſhowy be attended 
* Kit the practice of the moſt brilliant virtues, and 
jour ſoul enjoy the approving ſmiles of God, are 
W 1 ardent wiſhes of your father's heart; but, my 
inn, what think you will become of the guilt of 
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2 F thc Wc offences you have now confeſſed? Will fu- 


0 rc obedience compenſate for paſt tranſgreſſions ? 
It on. What elſe can man return: 


4 turn, has man therewith to offer ? Then Fe love 


8 Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with 
* 123 „ thy /oul, and with all thy might, Deut. vi. 5. 


bf che requirement of God's moſt holy law, and to 
1 v hich a penalty is annexed. The /cu! that ſinneth 
1 1 all die. Now, if you can love the Lord without 
1 Pe ſhadow of variation, and abſtain from the leaſt 
ppearan ce of evil, you might be ſomewhat more 
x Þccuſcable for your conjecture of an ability to make 
vp Fturn for your offences. Such is the ſtate of my 
I eeart, even in its | beſt frame, that I cannot pray 


without 
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accompanied me to the /upreme court, and head? 


told him they were the ſervants of the people, ani 
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without a wandering thought, nor attempt to lol 
the Lord without lamenting extreme alloy ; lik 33 
Paul, when I would do good, evil is preſent wit) . 5 
me. Suppoſe a holy life could be produced, wil 1 
Juſtice accept it for paſt tranſgreſſions? Vou latel F A 


the trial of a man criminated for a capital offence; 
you heard his proteſtations ; but did the law accey: 
his plea, or reverſe the ſentence? No, the judge 9 


the guardians of the law, which he had offended, 


and inſtantly pronounced upon him the ſolemn ſen. 


tence of death. If ſuch be the inflexibility of he 


man law, can we ſuppoſe the holy, juſt, and a” | 


law of God capable of variation? As many as an 


732 Ch 


under this law, and found finners, are under i is 
curſe; for curſed is every one that continueth n 
in all things written in the book of the law to vl il |! 


them. 


Son. Then my caſe is yet more afflictive. 5 
Father. Though you are my child, and I love 


as a ſinner moſt deeply impreſſes my heart. And 
while I deſcribe to you the wretched ſtate of man, 5 
faithfulnefs and grief flow with my addreſs. ; 
Son. Sir, my feelings are indiſcribable. Thus 
morning : 
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4 * norni ng all nature is gay around me, but my heart 
5 I s filled with gloomy ſorrow | 

5 {0 Father. My fon, my tears mingle with your 
1 Per. What a mercy is it that MER, the ſpee- 
7 1 Wicſt meſſenger of God, hath found its way to man 
Ard | 2M Ys the Son of God, hath engaged for ſinners. 


5 F rdon, Jeſus aſſumed our nature, was charged 
b ith our gu//t, obeyed the law, and magnified it in 
1 Vs life, and by ſhedding of his blood and bow ing in 
1 1 eath on the croſs, he made the violated law honour- 
"Rn * b le, and God became juſt in pardoning ſinners. 
Here, my child, is your relief, and here is my con- 
lation — A free, full, glorious ſalvation in the Son 
4 of God, who ſays by Iſaiah, look unto me all ye 
=” ds of the earth, for I am God, and beſides me 
pere is no Saviour. It is the ſame Jeſus that be- 
3 Rows this blood-bought pardon, that muſt give you 
3:8 e es of faith to behold his glory, _ an heart to 
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Th Knners Jeſus came to 9 8. and he hath aid, he chat a 
5 = unto me I will in no wiſe caſt out. Plead 
Frith him by prayer, depreſſed as you may be, and - 
Femember that he hath promiſed his Spirit to thom 
« at aſk him, — who will help their infirmities, — 
Wſlify of Chriſt, —apply the virtues of Chriſt, _ 
24 of Lu and 


* 


1 

4 
„ 
7 — 


66 THE CHRISTIAN's 


and give you boldneſs to call God your father in 
him. 

Son. Sir, this is good to hear; but, at preſent! 
feel I know not how; I want a PT I know 
not what. 

Father. See, this riſing hill gives us a full proſ- 
pect of the harhour's mouth. How finely thoſe 
{hips enter the Hoc, their ſails full, and their 
hearts elated with joy on approach of ſhore. 

Son. Pleaſant indeed, Sir. The lively morn 
ſeems to congratulate them to their deſired haven. 
Father. True. Perhaps a little while ago, 
they were ſurrounded with ſtorm and tempeſt ; the 
heavens appeared to caſt their awful frowns, while 
the trembling ſailors beheld Death riding upon 
every wave. Now they forget their ſorrow, and 
all is gay! So, infinitely more ſo may you, my 
ſon, though at preſent ſurrounded with darkneſs, 
and filled with fear, find the way to the boſom of 
| Jeſus, and your heart ſhall then rejoice with joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory ! Let us paſs through 
yonder gate, and we ſoon ſhall reach our home, 
be refreſhed at a well-ſpread table, and then ſet 


out for Vork again. 
[To be continued. ] 
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The Life of the late Reverend and learned AU- 
GusTUs MoNTAGUE T oPLADY, M. A. Vicar 
of Broad Hembury, in Devonſhire, Great- 


Britain. 


An ſervant of Chriſt was born at 
Farnham, in Surrey, Nov. 4, 1740. His father, 
Richard Toplady, Eſq; a captain in the army, died 
at the ſiege of Carthagena ſoon after the birth of 


his ſon. Auguſtus received the firſt part of his 


education at Weſtminſter ſchool; but it becoming 
neceſſary for his mother to make a journey to Ire- 
land, to purſue ſome claims to an eſtate in that king- 
dom, he accompanied her thither, and was entered 
at Trinity College in Dublin, where he took his 
degree of Bachelor in arts. In Auguſt 1756, 
being in his 16th year, the Lord viſited his ſoul with 
ſalvation under the miniſtry of Mr. Morris, while 
_ preaching from Eph. ii. 13. Strange, ſays Mr. 
Toplady, that I, who had ſo long fat under the 
means of grace in England, ſhould be bronght nigh 
to God, in an obſcure part of Ireland, amidſt an 
handful of God's people met together in a barn and 
under. the miniſtry of one who could hardly ſpell 
his own name! Surely, it was the Lord's doing, 
and 1s maryelous! The excellency of ſuch power, 
muſt 
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be tMνHutᷣtp furniſted; and to avoid the preſump- 


Broad Hembury, where he laboured in the goſpel 
with ſucceſs, and compoſed moſt of. thoſe writings 


be eſteemed valuable among men. He had no pre- 
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muſt be of God, and cannot be of man. The re- 
generating ſpirit breathes not only en whom, but 
likewiſe when, where, and as HE liſteth.“ 

Mr. Toplady enjoying the comforts of religion 
in his ſoul, God gave him a moſt ardent defire for 
the miniſtry of the goſpel ; and, as he abhorred the 
Popiſh tenet, that Ignorance was the mother of 
devotion,” ſo his with, as well as his duty, was, to 


l 


tion of teaching the ignorant and thoſe that are 
eut of the way, without having the knowledge, as 
well as the grace, indiſpenſibly neceſſary for that 
purpoſe, he purſued his ſtudies with redoubled ar- 
dour, and directed them entirely for the honour of 
his Lord and the good of men. On June the 6th, 
1962, Mr. Toplady received epr/copal erdination, 
and ſome time after was inducted to the living of 


which will render ſervice to the church, and do ho- 
nour to his memory; while truth and learning ſhall 


ferment in the church beſides the vicarage of Broad 
Hembury, which, as his mind could never brook the 
idea of living ill with his pariſh on account of tythes, 
did not amount to 80l. a year. His own account of 
his engaging in the paſtoral office, in his Hiſtoric 
7 „ 
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Prooſ, is too excellent to be omitted here. © I bleſs 
God,” ſays he, © for enabling me to eſteem the re- 
proach of Chriſt greater treafure than all the ap- 
plauſe of men, and all the preferments of the church. 
When I received Orders, / obtarned mercy to be 
Faithful, and from that moment gave up what is 
called the world, ſo far as I conceived it to interfere 
with faith and a good conſcience. —I can never be 
ſufficiently thankful, that my religious principles 
were all fixed long before I entered into orders. 
Through the good hand of my God upon me, I fat 
out in the miniſtry with clear goſpel-light from the 
firſt; a bleſſing not vouchſafed to every one. Many 
an evangelical miniſter has found hunſelf obliged to 
retract, and unſay what he had taught before in the 
days of his ignorance. Lord, how is it that I have 
been ſo ſignally favoured of Thee! O keep me to 
the end ſtedfaſt in thy truth! Let me but go on ex- 
perimentally to know Thee, and then it will be ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible for me to depart from the precious 
doctrines of grace; my early inſight into which I 
look upon as one of the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of my 
life.” —* For my own part,” ſays he in a letter to a 
friend, © I wiſh to live and die with the ſword of the 
ſpirit in my hand, and, as Dr. Young expreſſes it, 
never to put off my armour till I put on my 
Mroud. -N * did he fail of his wiſh; he had, as it 


were, 
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were, taken meaſure for his ſhroud before he lay 
down his pen, in defence of the pure doctrines of 
God's everlaſting love, and his diſcriminating, all- 
glorious grace to men. 


In September, 1773, on the introduction of the 


Rev. John Ryland, ſen. of Northampton, Great- 
Britain, the college in RAe- Iand conterred on 
Mr. Toplady the degree of MASTER IN THE 
ARTS. In 1775, finding his bodily conſtitution 
much impaired by the mot atmaſphere of Devon. 


ſhire, with which it never agreed, he removed to 


London. Here, by the ſoliciation of his numer— 
ous friends, and from a deſire to promote the wel- 
fare of Zion, he engaged the chapel belonging to 
the French Reformed, near Leiceſter Fields, where 
he continued in the exerciſe of his miniſtry as fre- 
quent as his health permitted, God owning his la- 


| bours with the moſt pleaſing fucceſs. By a flow 


conſumption he, however, gradually drew to the 
period of his life. As his outward man waſted, 
his inward man was refreſhed and renewed, day 
by day. Still, while life and breath remained, he 
muſt be either preaching or writing, to vindicate 
the honour of his Maſter, and propagate the glory 
of evangelic truth, for the comfort of the ſouls of 
men. To a friend, who expreſſed ſome concem 
for his own eaſe in his debilitated Rate, on his cloſe 

applications, 
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applications, he thus replied, © God give us to fink 
deeper and deeper into his love, and to raiſe higher 
and higher into the image of his holineſs! and 
thoroughly perſuaded I am, that the more we are 
enabled to love and reſemble Him, the more active 
we ſhall be to promote his glory, and to extend his 
cauſe with our lips, our pens, our lives, our all. 
Be this our buſineſs, and our bliſs, on earth! In 
heaven we ſhall have nothing to do, but to /ee him 
as he is, to participate his glory, and to ſing his 
$ praiſe, in delightful, in never-ending concert with 
angels, with ſaints who are got home before us, 
and with thoſe of the elect, whom we knew and 
3 loved here below.” The nearer he drew to the 
$ grave, the more abundantly did the conſolation of 
= God abound in him. He looked not only with 
2 | compoſure, but delight on the tomb, and groaned 
WF carncfily to enter the manſions of the bleſſed. Dr. 
1 | Young's beautiful expreſſion, one eye on death, 
2 and one full fixed on heaven,” was never more 
Y | evident than in Mr. Toplady. While on his dying 
bead, he diſcovered a remarkable jealouſy, for fear 
of receiving any part of that honour which is due 
90 Criſt alone. He defired to be nothing, and 
5 that Jeſus might be all, and in all. 

9 Notwithſtanding Mr. Toplady was so highly fa- 
oured with the imiles of the Saviour, he had a 
1 proportionate 
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proportionate ſenſibility of his wretchedneſs as a 
ſinner. Oh?” ſaid he, © that ever ſuch a wretch 
as I ſhould be tempted to think highly of himſelf ! 
I that am, of myſelf, nothing but fin and weak- 
neſs; I, in whoſe fleſh naturally dwells no good 
thing; I who deſerve damnation for the beſt work 
I ever performed! Lord Jeſus, humble me to the 
duſt, yea, to the very center of abaſement, in 2% 
preſence. Root out and tear up this maſt poiſon- 
ous, this moſt accurſed weed, from the unworthieft 
heart that ever was! Keep me ſenſible of my /in- 
nerſhip. Sink me down, deeper and deeper, into 
penitence and ſelf-abherrence! Break the dagon 
of pride in pieces before the ark of thy merits! 
Demoliſh, by the breath of thy Spirit, the walls, 
the bables of ſelf-righteouſneſs and ſelf- opinion: — 
level them with the trodden foil, grind them to 
powder, annihilate them for ever and ever 
Grace | grace! be all my experience, and all my 
cry.” «1 

[7% be concluded in our next. | 
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THE ELEPHANT. | 
TRE elephant is ſuppoſed to be the /arge/? of 


any quadruped in the known world; and ſeems to 
be the wi/e/t alſo. The obſervation is Cicero's: 
whoſe words {De Nat. Deor. I.) are, „Ele- 
phanto belluarum nualla providentior. At figurà 
quæ vaſtior? All the amiable, and all the furious 
paſſions, are to be found in this animal: and its 
docility is wonderful; for, when properly tamed, 
he is capable of being inſtructed and diſciplined into 
a vaſt yariety of entertaining and uſeful qualifica- 
tions. ; | 
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Do him a material injury, and he'll act as if he 
had been tutor'd by the late Lord Cheſterfield; 1. e. 


if it be in his power, he will immediately revenge 


the affront; but if reſtrained for the preſent, either 
by motives of prudence, or by inability to wreak 
his reſentment, he will retain the offence in his 
memory for years together, and take care to repay 


it with intereſt, the firſt favourable opportunity. I 


have heard or read of a boy, who wantonly ſtruck 
the proboſcis, or trunk, of an elephant; and then 
courageouſly ſecured himſelf by running away. 
Seven years afterwards, the lad was playing near 


the ſide of a river; and had, probably, forgot his 


paſt miſdemeanor. But the elephant had a better 
memory; and, making up to the young delinquent, 
graſped him with his trunk, and very ſedately car- 
ried the fprawling captive to the water; where he 
ducked him once or twice over head and ears, and 
then quietly ſetting him down again on terra firma, 
permitted him to walk off without further hurt. 
Ik is ſaid, that in thoſe countries where elephants 
abound, ſuch of them as are tame, go about the 
ſtreets, like any other domeſtic animal; and, it is 
common for people to give them fruit as they pals. 


In time they commence abſolute beggars, and will 


put in the extremity of their trunks at doors and 


windows, in hope of receiving the little benevo- 


lences 
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zences which cuſtom has inured them to expect. 
After waiting a ſhort while, if nothing 1s given 
them, they withdraw their trunks, and paſs on to 
the next acceſſible houſe. It is related, that ſome 
taylors were at work, on a board, withinſide of a 
window whoſe caſement ſtood open. A paſſing 
elephant ſtopt, and put in his trunk. One of the 
men, inſtead of conferring a douceur, gave the 


= :nimal's trunk a /cratch with his needle. The 


injur'd party took no preſent notice of the provoca- 
tion, but patiently walked away. He repaired to 
a neighbouring ſtream; and, having filled his ca- 
pacious trunk with a large quantity of water, re- 
turned to the windows, where he coolly avenged 
himſelf, by ſpouting the fluid artillery on the ag- 
greſſor and his comrades, for their late breach of 


hoſpitality. —If - we do not relieve the indigent, ,,...- 


they at leaſt have a right not to be zn/u/zed. And, 
very frequently, the meaneſt are able, ſooner or 
later, to retaliate, with uſury, the contempt they 
undeſervedly receive. 

Every beggar is not hone/?. Nor are all ele- 
phants actuated by a ſtrict ſenſe of moral delicacy. 
Their ſmell is very acute: and if a perſon has any 
fruit or cakes about -him, they ſhew, by the quick 
and judicious application of their trunks to the 
proper part of his dreſs, that. they are adepts in 
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the expreſſion) their virtues and their vices : 
to his virtues. There have been inſtances of theſe 


treatment, have killed their keepers. But their 
ſubſequent remor/e has been ſo inſupportably keen, 


the ſtorm into a perfect calm. I have read of an 
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the art of picting pockets, with excellent dexte- 
ritv. 
Elephants, like men, have (if I may be allowed 


though, to the honour of the former be it obſerved, 
the vices of an elephant bear but ſmall proportion 


creatures, who, in the firſt hurry of rage for ill. 


that they have refuſed to take any ſuſtenance, and 
literally ſtarved themſelves to death. A leſſon to WM 
perſons of violent paſſions, who, if hurried away 
by the impetuous torrent, either of exceſſive and 
unguarded anger, or of head- ſtrong and irregular 
dere, are liable to the commiſſion of irreparable 
evil, and may, in a ſingle moment, lay the foun- 
dation of irremediable ruin. He that HASTETH 
with his feet, ſinneth. O believer, if thou art 
by nature haſty, vehement, and eaſily inflamma- 
ble, call in ſuperior aid. He who, in the days of 
his fleſh, rebuked the raging of the winds, and 
ſtill'd the toſſings of the ſea, can, by the ſweet 
compeſcing influence of his gracious SPIRIT, re- 
ſtrain thee within the bounds of holineſs, and ſpeak 


2 who, when he found himſelf unduly fer- 
mented 
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mented by the kindlings of inward wrath, would 
never utter a ſingle word, tilt he had firſt delibe- 
rately run over in his mind all the letters of the al- 
phabet. I have read of a Chriſtian, who, when 
endangered by ſimilar temptation, would not ſuffer 
himſelf to ſpeak a ſyllable, till he had ſilently re- 
peated the Lord's Prayer. Go, and do thou like- 


wiſe. Repeat that prayer to God, in the ſpirit of 


ſupplication: and thy victory over paſſion will. be 
more than probable. 
Elephants are ſingularly grateful, and have a- 
very deep ſenſe of friend/hip. They have been 
known to lay the death of a brother elephant, or 
of a kind keeper, ſo- much to heart, as to pine 
away from that time forward. Even virtue, if 


ſtrained beyond a certain pitch, degenerates into a 


fault. Nor is it right for us to love, with to much 
erdour, any periſhable good. Dr. Owen ſome- 


2 | where remarks, that * ſtrong affections make 
ctrong affliftions.” Confine, therefore, your ab-. 
RS /o/ue regards to FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT; the 


Three glorious Friends, who never die, and whoſe 


loving-kindneſs is immortal as themſelves 


In ſome countries, we are told, elephants ſupply 


3 che place of executioners. They are trained, at a 
eiven ſignal, to lay hold on the criminal with their 


= trunks, by a ſtrong ſuction, and either daſi him 
3 G 2 Vviolently 
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violently againſt the ground, or 1% him aloft in 
the air, till repeated contuſions put a period to his 
life. Mankind are very prone to value themſelves 
on their ſuppoſed civilization; and yet, by artfully 
practiſing on the ferocity of inferior animals, they 
ſometimes teach brutes themſelves to be ſtill more 
brutal. 

Clumſey as elephants are, they may be taught to 
dance, both ſingly and in. companies; and they 
move, on theſe occaſions, with ſingular exaCtneſs 
and order. They are not inſenſible to the harmony 


of muſic; and, if properly inured, keep time with 


their feet, in a inanner which diſcovers great powers 
of judgment. If I rightly remember, Biſhop Bur- 
net informs us, in his travels, that he ſaw an ele- 
phant play at ball, with alt the eaſe and expertneſs 
of a man. But PLUTARCH, in his life of Pyrrhus, 
mentions a much nobler inſtance of elephantin un- 
derflanding and adroitneſs; accompanied by ſuch 
magnanimous courage and fidelity, as would have 
redounded to the honour of a Sertorius, or of an 
Alexander. When Pyrrhus ſtormed the town of 
Argos, a number of accoutered elephants (accord- 


ing to the cuſtom of thoſe times) formed a part of 


his military apparatus. One of theſe creatures, 


perceiving that his rider was fallen, invited him, by 


every effort in his power, to re- mount. But find- 
ing, 
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ing, ſoon after, that he [viz. the rider} was dead 
of the wounds he had received, the animal, in a 
tranſport of grief and rage, ruſhed furiouſly on 
friends and foes, without diſtinction; and, taking 
up the body with his trunk, made good his retreat, 
and reſcued the remains of his breathleſs maſter 
from further violation, by faithtully and heroically 
conveying them from the ſcene of action. 

With all his magnitude and ſtrength, an clephant 
(if not ſour'd by unkind uſage) may be rendered ſo 
paſhve and gentle, as to be led and governed by a 
child. Juſt repreſentation of that amiable meeFne/ſs 

and humility, wherewith chriſtians of exalted rank 
condeſcend to men of loꝛo eſtate; and perſons emi- 
nent for ſuperior grace, or for diſtinguiſhed learn- 
ing, bear with the infirmities, and are courteous 
to the ignorance of the weak. It was in this ſpirit 
that the excellent Doctor WaTTs deſcended from 
the regions of philoſophy, and ſtooped from the 
heights of more elevated poetry, to. compoſe his 
admirable hymns for children, and teach infant 
warblers to liſp the praiſes of the great THREE- 

ONE. | 
Ihe method by which wild elephants are zaken, 
deſerves to be noticed. A narrow incloſure is 
made; one end of which is left open, for entrance; 
«0, at the extremity of the other, ſeveral tame fe- 
male 
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male elephants are placed. Between both (i. e. be- 
tween the entrance and the extremity where the 


females are fixed) a large pit 1s dug, whoſe ſurface 


is lined with a flight bridge-work, ſo neatly turfed, 
that it has all the appearance of firm ground. Al- 
lured by the females, the male elephants make to- 
wards the place, but are ſuddenly intercepted by 
the unſuſpeCted ſnare, Proper perſons, who are 
ſtationed to watch the event, ſtart from their con- 
cealments; and, with exulting ſhouts, mock the 
indignant diſtreſs of their unwieldy priſoners. — 
Striking picture of the deceitfulneſs of fin; 

unthinking folly of heedle/s minds; and the fer- 
rible effefts of ſucceſsful temptation. 

Elephants are tamed chiefly by hunger and by 
blows. —Providence hides pride from man, and 
bends his ſtubbornneſs to obedience, by graciouſly 
afflictive diſpenſations. 

Elephants are ſaid to be extremely fond of pomp, 
and to receive very pleaſurable ideas from the ex- 
hibitions of ſplendour. Hence the natives of Eaſt- 
India, who hold the doCtrine of Tranſmigration, 


imagine that theſe animals are animated by the ſouls 


of departed princes. For this reaſon they are treated 
(eſpecially in the kingdom of S:am) with diſtin- 
guiſhed reſpect ; and ſome of the handſomeſt are 
&corated- with rich ornaments, and even dignified 

with 
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with titles of honour. An elephant of quality is 
known by the rings of gold, ſilver, or copper with 
which his tuſks are adorned. — There is ſomething 
very humiliating in the pride of human reaſon, in 
conduct ſo extravagantly abſurd as this. Abſolute 
good-nature 1s abſolute folly. And yet, the fanci- 
ful ſurmiſe of the tranſmigration of ſouls from one 8 
body into another, is attended with peculiar feli- 
cities to the poor beaſts who live in countries where 
chat doctrine obtains. It is our duty to adopt the 
humanity of thoſe heathens without its abſurdities; 
and to be ſcrupulouſly tender of the life and hap, 
pineſs of every inferior animal entruſted to ou- care: 
knowing that the ſovereign Providence, {hich has 
made them ſubſervient to our wants. 4 given us 
no charter for the exercife of unneceſſary cruelty 
or wonton tyranny. 


81 


„ 


—— 


A REMARKABLE DREAM OF THE 
LATE DR. DODDRIDGE. 


Pic doctor and Dr. Clarke had been converſing 
together one evening upon the nature of the ſeparate 
ſtate, and the probability that the ſcenes on the 
| which the ſoul would enter upon its leaving the 
dy, would bear ſome reſemblance to thoſe with 


which 


it might by degrees be prepared for the more ſublime 


the following dream: 


a friend's houſe in London; and after laying in 


cle, which (though very different from the body it 


us courſe till he was at ſome diſtance from the city, 


certain director, yet ealy and opt! in the thoughts 


he was met by one, who told him he was ſent to 
conduct him to the ph 
from whence he con 
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which it had been converſant while on earth, Ke 


happineſs of the heavenly world. This and other 
converſation of the ſame kind probably occaſioned 


The doctor imagined himſelf dangerouſly ill at 


thus ſtate for ſome time, he thought his ſoul left the 
body, and took its flight in ſome kind of fine vehi- 


had juſt quitted) was ſtill material. He purſued 


wheh turning back, and reviewing the town, he 
could not forbear ſaying to himſelf, How trifling 
and how vai. do theſe affairs, in which the inha- 
bitants of this place are ſo eagerly employed, ap- 
pear to me a ſeparate ſpirit. At length, as he was 
continuing his progreſs, and though without any 


government. of 


God, which extends alike to all A and worlds, 


e appointed for his abode; 
that it could be no other 
than an angel, though, as I remember, he appear- 
ed under the form of an elderly man. They went 
accordingly on together, till they came within 
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7 of a ſpacious building, which had the air of a 
in palace. Upon inquiring what it was, his guide 
told him it was the place aſſigned for his reſidence 
at preſent; upon which the doCtor obſerved, that 
he remembered to have read, while on earth, that 


eye had not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor the heart 


WT conceived, what God had laid up for his ſervants ;” 


WE whereas he could eaſily have conceived an idea of 


WE cuch a building trom others he had ſeen, though he 


WE acknowledged they were greatly inferior'to this in 
WE clegance. The anſwer his guide made him was 


- plainly ſuggeſted by the converſation of the evening: 


it was, chat the ſcene firſt preſented was contrived 
con purpoſe to bear a near reſemblance to thoſe he had 


been accuſtomed to on earth, that his mind might 


be more eaſily and gradually prepared for thoſe 


BS glorics that would open upon him hereafter, and 
= which would at firſt have quite dazzled and over- 
= powered him. 

= By this time they were come up to the palace; 
and his guide led him through a kind of ſaloon into 


an inner parlour. The farſt thing that ſtruck him of” 


was a large golden cup that ſtood upon the table, 
on which was emboſſed the figure of a vine and 
cluſters of grapes. He aſked il 

of this; who told him, it was the cup in which his 

Saviour drank new wine with his diſciples in his 
* kingdom; 


guide the meaning 
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kingdom; and chat the figures cared on it were in. 
tended to ſignify the union between Chriſt and his 
people, implying, that as the grapes derive all their 
beauty and flavour from the vine, ſo the ſaints, even | 
in a ſtate of glory, were indebted for the eſtabliſh. | 
ment and happineſs of their union with their Head, 
in whom they are all complete. While they were 
thus converſing, he heard a tap at the door, and 
was informed by the angel, that it was the ſignal of 
his Lord's approach, and was intended to prepare i 
him for the interview. Accordingly, in a ſhor if 
time, he thought our Sayiour entered the room; , 
and, upon his caſting himſelf at his feet, he gn. 
cioully raiſed him up, and with a look of inexprel- 
ſible complacency, aſſured him of his favour, ant I 
his kind acceptance of his faithful ſervices : and | 
as a token of his peculiar regard, and the intimate i 
friendſhip he intended to honour him with, he took i 
the cup, and, after drinking of it himſelf, gave i : 
into his hands. The doctor would have declinedi 
at firſt, as too great an honour; but his Lord r& | 
pied, (as to Peter, in relation to waſhing his feet) | 
elf thou drink not with me, thou haſt no part in 
me.” This ſcene, he obſerved, filled him witt 
ſuch a tranſport of gratitude, love, and admiration 
. that he was ready to ſink under it. His Maſter = 
ſeemed ſenſible of it, and told him he muſt 7 © 
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. him for the preſent, but it would not be long be- 
ore he repeated his viſit; and, in the mean time, he 
Lou find enough to employ his thoughts in re- 
ae on what had paſſed, and in contemplating 
che objects around him. As ſoon as his Lord was 
oetired, and his mind a little compofed, he obſerved 
the room was hung round with pictures ; and, upon 
examining them more attentively, he diſcovered, to 


bis great furprize, that they contained the hiſtory of 


his own life. The moſt remarkable ſcenes he had 
We palſed through being thus repreſented in the moſt 


ts manner, it may eaſily be imagined how much 
this would ſtrike and affe his mind, The many 


temptations and trials he had been expoſed to, and 
the ſignal inſtances of the divine goodneſs towards 
him in the different periods of his life, which by this 
| means were all preſented at once to his view, excit- 
dad che ſtrongeſt emotions of gratitude ; eſpecially 
N 4 | when he reflected, that he was now out of the reach 
of any future diſtreſs, and that all the purpoſes of 


divine love and mercy towards him were at length 


| happily accompliſhed. The ecſtacy of joy and 


= thanktfulneſs into which theſe reflections threw him, 


were ſo great, that they awoke him. But for ſome 


cConſiderable time after he aroſe, the impreſſion con- 


tinued fo lively, that tears of joy flowed down his 
checks ; and he ſaid, that he never on any occaſion 


5 H remembers 
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remembers to have felt ſentiments of devotion, love, 
and gratitude, equally ſtrong. 


„ * * —_— — 


RESIGNATION. 
Ox E of the moſt remarksble inſtances of human 


reſignation Jever remember to have met with, is to 
be found in the conduct of Archbiſhop Fenelon. 
When his illuſtrious and hopeful pupil, the Duke :f 
Burgundy, lay dead in his coffin, and the nobles of 
his court, in all the pomp of ſilent ſadneſs, ſtood 
weeping around, the 4rchb:/hop came into the 
apartment, and having fixed his eyes for ſome time 
on the corp/c, uttered the ſenſibility of his ſoul to 
this effect: There lies my beloved prince, for 
whom my affections were equal to the tendereſt re- 
gard of the tendereſt parent. Nor were my at- 
fections loſt; he loved me in return with all the ar- 
dor of a ſon. There he lies, and all my worldy 
happineſs lies dead with him! But if the turning 
of a frau would call him back to life, I would 
not, for ten thouſand worlds, be the turner of that 
ſtraw, in oppoſition to the WILL of God.” Blel- i 
ſed are they who, under ſuch painful, bereaving Wl 
providences, poſſeſs that charming, ſubmiſſive grace ON 
are ſtill, and know that the Lord is God alone! 
Pſalm xlvi. 10. 


POETRY. 


FELICITY ALONE IN CHRIST. 


F LY from my thoughts, ye vanities of Time, 
To nobler heights my ardent wishes climb; 
Farewell each vain delight, — inferior bliss, 
Which ne'er can boast of solid happiness. 

To spheres above with restless haste I'd fly, 

And view, by faith, my portion in the sky. 
Ten thousand charms attract my warmest love, 
Kindle a flame which heaven inspires above. 
Refulgent glories now pervade my soul! 

How blest the hours, and sweet the minutes roll! 
Anguish and care, and every grief suppress'd, 
Secure thus lodg'd within my Saviour's breast. 
This brigher vision animates my hope, 

Supports my soul, and bears my spirits up: 
Thick darkness long had dwelt around my clay; 
But Christ my sun hath rose to bless the day, 
And with such charms as none but he imparts, 
Binds the strong passions of my faithless heart. 


Adieu 
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Adieu ye fellas, fluctuating scenes, 

Which only pencil visionary dreams; 

Such false nam'd joys can ne'er my soul delight, 
The morning star the bright celestial light 
Eclipses these in one eternal night. 

If one kind smile enraptures all my frame, 
Sheds such a fragrance on thy sacred name, 
What heav'nly raptures soon shall seize my breast, 
When I shall soar to dwell among the blest ! 
Ere long my soul shall quit this meaner clay, 
And on seraphic wings shall bear its way 
Into that world of joy and pure delight, 
Where Habe shall cease, and Faith be lost in sight. 
Propitious period! Jesus haste and come 

O take thy captive to her native home! 


* ++ 
* 5 


E. E. 


ON THE XIXth PSALM. 


Tas heav'ns above our heads declare 
Thy glory, Lord, in letters fair, 

With marks of thine almighty pow r 
Adorning each revolving hour. 


The sun, when he begins his race, 
The borders of thy works displays, 
And, as his glories brighter shine, 
More plainly shews thy skill divine: 
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Thy creatures? hearts with rapture bound, 
While he with splendid speed goes round, 
And daily, as thy bounteous hand, 

Sheds blessings down on ev'ry land. 


The moon, that from her azure throne 
By night diffuses light alone, . 

Thy separating skill proclaims. 

Where'er she sends her borrow'd beams. 


The distant stars that, through the night, 
From far emit their twinkling light, 
Expand our views of thy domain, 

And tell how vast, how wide thy reign. 


The various trees, and plants, and flow'rs, 


== Born of thy heav'n-descending show' rs, 
Wich fishes, birds, and beasts unite. 
: Thy name through earth and seas to write. 


Creation's works, in all their forms, 
From rolling stars, to creeping worms, 
In never-ceasing concord join 

To sing thy name, thy pow'r divine, 


But when the dawn of heav'n we view 

In fallen sinners born anew; 

When, in the Gospel's brighter Skies, 

We _ the Sun of glory rise; 
| 1 : 
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No more we ask the stars to tell 
What Jesus only could reveal; 

In him at once our eyes behold 
More than creation ever told. 


Omnipotence, to ev'ry age 
Creation sings, in accents sage | 5 
But love and justice, truth and grace, 1 
Shine only in Redemption's rays. 


Thy nature and thy name we read 
When we behold Immanuel bleed; 

And when we hear his dying groan, 
His shame and sorrow tells our own. 


Thy just commands, by him obey'd, 
In all their beauty stand display'd; 
1X Thy righteous vengeance falling here, _ 
Wy Fills earth and heav'n with holy fear. = 


Wo The lustre of thy holy law 
ol Thus honour'd, fills our minds with awe ; 


And Calv'ry's scenes at once reveal 
More love and wrath than heav'n and hell. 


How pure the Truth that would not spare 
'Thine Equal, thine eternal Heir! 

How great the love that freely gave 

Thy Son, thine enemies to save! 
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Where ends !—where does this heav'n begin? 
| The grace how great! how bright the scene 

Salvation sent so full, so free! 

Lord, how may sinners honour thee? 


O! let thy promis'd Spirit come, 
And make our hearts his constant home : 
That, in the light that shines from thee, 
We may thy light, thy glory see! 


Till each believer, like a sun, 
Shall one eternal circle run, 
And more sublimely sing thy love 
To all the list'ning worlds above! 


ODE UPON CHRIST's CRUCIFIXION. 
FROM THE GREEK. 


Ex OUGH of Pagan idle toys, 
Change the strings and raise the voice, 
= To sacred notes the lyre apply'd, 
Hail the King the Crucify'd! 


Of wonders thou eternal store! 

O what first shall I explore! 

Fain would I scan, fain would I tell 
Mysteries unspeakable ! 
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By man or spirit blest on high, NS 
How the living Lord could die! 
T'll tell of love to creature's sight. 5 
Fathomless and infinite. 

His well-lov'd Son the Father chose, 

Bleeding Ransom for his foes ! 

T'll sing in lofty strains aloud 

Triumphs of my buried Lord! 


Hell and the grave are captives led; 
Death is conquer'd by the Dead! 
But hark! from Calvary rebounds 
Mixture of affright'ning sounds. 


Loud, echoing dreadful from afar, 
Of the slain, and of the slayer, 
That wounds mine ear! Haste, quickly fly 
To the mountain's top, mine eye. 


Him 'midst of three expiring view, 
How unlike the other two! 

His gentle head he meckly bends, 
Wide his sacred arms extend; 
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UH. The cruel nails, his weight that bear, 
Tear him, fast'ning while they tear. 
| This suffer'd wretched man, for thee, 
. Without suff'ring canst thou see:? 
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Thick rise thy groans, thy vesture tear, 


Beat tlie breast and rend the hair; 


The tend'rest yearning pangs be thine, 


All in purple see him shine; 


Not purchas'd from the Fyrian shore, 


Dy'd, alas! with dropping gore, 
Part by his bleeding temples shed, 
From the thorns which pierc'd his head; 


Part from the Tfong-drawn furrows flow'd, 


; 5 | Which the twisted scourge had plough'd ; 


= High let the streams of sorrow rise, 


WY by xt» 


Ope the fountains of thine eyes; 


Pour, pour on earth a gushing flood; 
Since, so lib*ral of his blood, 
His vital drops for thee he spares, 


Z 2 | Canst thou, mortal, grudge thy tears? 


C. D. 


SOMETHING NEW. 


Kb CE man by sin has lost his God, 
He seeks creation through, 

And vainly hopes for solid bliss, 

In trying Something new, 
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Tis done — and loved Rebecca yields her breath: 
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The new-possess'd (like fading flowers) ) | 
Soon loses 1ts gay hue; 

The bauble now no longer takes— 
The soul wants Something new. - 
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And could we call all Europe ours, 4 
With India and Peru; : 

The mind would feel an aching void, 
And still want Something new. 


4 
N 


But when we feel the Saviour's pow'r, 
All good in him we view; 

The soul forsakes its vain pursuits,— 
Nor seeks for Something new... 


The joys a dear Redeemer brings, 
Will bear a strict review: 

Nor need we ever change again, 
For CazisT is Always new. 


On the Death of Mir REBECCA MOULDER. 


But dies in peace to triumph over death: 
That choicest flower of heaven, immortal love, 
Just buds on earth, to bloom in worlds above. 
To hear when death triumphant shook his dart, 
The dreadful summons with a cheerful heart, 
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Bure sweet reflection on a life well spent, 

Made the heart easy and the mind content; 

Soeth'd all her anguish, soften'd all her woe, 

And brav'd the horrors of the ghastly foe; 

Bade heav'nly prospects all around her rise, 

And pleasing objects bless her closing eyes. 

'Tis next to love to share the tear of woe, 

No other balm relieves the mourner 50. 

Her soul, uplifted on celestial wing, 

Hears Heaven's high vaults with hallelujahs ring. 

To worlds of blessedness she bends her flight, 

And treads th* immortal regions of delight: 

Thou early saint! thy God's peculiar care, 

Who gave thee wisdom, goodness, knowledge rare, 

Taught thee thro? life's perplexing scenes to shine, 

And prov'd by ev'ry mark a work divine. 

Not to herself, but to her Saviour flies, 

And in his boundless love exulting dies. 
„ PHIL Os. 


, e 


Pliedelphia—{ Ice ted by desire. 


Ox the 5th of March, 1796, departed this life, 
Miſs REBEceA MoULDER, of this city, in the 


= 26th year of her age. Her remains were interred 


in the Baptiſt burying ground, attended by a re- 
ſpectable 


POCKET LIBRARY. 
ſpectable concourſe of citizens and ſympathizing 
friends. 
By thoſe who were acquainted with this anc 
lent young lady, no eulogium that could poſſibly 
43 be given her, would be viewed as exaggerated. 
N „ Eaſy in her manners, ſhe rendered herſelf a oree- Tr. 
( able to all. Her converſation uniformly turned 
upon ſubjects calculated to impart benefit; though Wl 
of fo modeſt a demeanour, her view was — to re. Bs 
Poſſeſſed of a benevolent by art, ſhe always fel Wl 
for, and, agreeable to her ability, afforded relief un- : 
to the poor anddiſtreſſed. —And as a . chriſtians i 
the higheſt ſtile“ of any human being—ſhe ws WY 
one in an eminent degree 7 
A firm belief in IE sus and the RESURRECTION 
influenced her ſome years ago to make a public 
profeſſion of his name, which ſhe conſtantly adorn- Wl 
ed—This always afforded her, conſidering her WW 
youth, unuſual confidence ; the verity of which Wl 
was realized on her dying bed 
For triumphing in the faith of the goſpel—ſhe 
lived — ſhe bade adieu to earth and now ſleeps in 
the arms of her REDEEMER. 
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& Safe is she lodg'd above these rolling spheres; 
The baleful influence of whose giddy dance 
Sheds sad vicissitudes on all benea 
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AN ESSAY 
On the Influence of Grace ue Son] / Man. 


n wc. ye et nm PT I IT ITS 


| As when a river is turned into a new a 
the ſtream forſakes its ancient bed, and purſues a 
courſe unknown till then; ſo the ſoul of man, when 
its native captivity to ſin and death, is turned as 
the rivers in the South, flows back to God, from 
whom it ran before; nor ceaſes to flow, till it has 
gained the ocean of infinite gooe. 2 


I This 
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This is the inſeparable effect of union and com. 
munion with Chriſt. The glorious liberty of the 
children of God, 'is a liberty from the darkneſs of 

unbelief, and from the bondage of moral corrup- 

tion, into the light of faith, the fire of love, and 
law of righteouſneſs. That queſtion in the pro- 

-phet, Can the Ethiopean change his Min, or the 
leopard his ſpots ? admits of a favourable ſolution. 
The converting SP1R1T of. God does that for us 
which we could never do for ourſelves. He makes 
the Ethiopean, in a moral ſenſe, fair as the driven 

ſnow; and renders the ſpotted leopard ſpotleſs, in 
compariſon of what he was. The vaſſals of ini. 
quity became veſſels of glory; and the ſoul that 

{ HY once cleaved to the duſt of ſenſuality, and lay dea 

3 in treſpaſſes and ſins, is quicken'd from above, and 

1 made to fit in heavenly places with Chriſt Jeſus. 

When the citadel. of the human heart is taken by 

grace, the enemy's colours are. diſplaced; Satans 

1 } uſurped nen is en the marin of the 0 

«4 rebel takes the vow of willing ego to Cbrilt, | 
his rightful ſovereign. The ſtrong holds to ſin on 
one hand, and of felf-righteoufneſs on the other, 

3 are batter d down; and the ſoul, from that bleſſed 

1 moment, made free indeed, crys out, Other lords 

1 have had dominion over me; but the darkneſs 
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waſh, and the true light now fhines : the ſnare is 
broken, and J am deliver'd. 

From this experience of the divine power in- 
our own hearts, we cannot but adopt the celeſtial 
anthem, Glory to God in the higheſt, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men! Our Converſion 
becomes known to all; and ſome of the practical 
effects, produced by, and connected with, that great 
diſplay of grace, are theſe that follow :— 

Where Luft, that fiery ſerpent, was wont to 
crawl, divine Love kindles her hallow'd flame, 
and raiſes the affections, as on eagles' * to 
heaven. 

Where Unbelief, blind and ſullen as the mole, : 
lay wrapt in malicious gloom, loving darkneſs ra- 
ther than light, and ſeeking to undetermine what 
ſhe had not eyes to ſee, FA1TH diffuſes the bright- 
neſs of celeſtial day, and leads the willing ſoul to 
Him who bought her with his blood. 

Where Inſenſibility, thoughtleſs as the bird that 
haſtens to the ſnare, and gay as a victim crowned 
for the ſlaughter, ſported on the precipice of de- 
ſtruction, and danced on the verge of death, ſe- 
rious Conviction fixes her keen, but ſalutary 
weapon; and filial FE ar keeps the avenues of the 
converted perſon's heart, and the actions of his 
life, i in powertul, but ſweet, reſtraint. 


Where 
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Where Envy pined, where Malice hiſſed, where 
Slander ſharpened her tongue, and Pride, that 
bloated ſnake, lifted her ſwelling creſt; univerſal 
CHARITY throws wide her arms; HumiL1ty 
ſtoops to the tendereſt offices of beneficence; and 
dove-like MEEKNEss ſmiles with benignity in her 
heart, and the law of candour upon her lips. 

Where Intemperance mixed the intoxicating 
bowl, and lawleſs riot puſhed the ſuperfluous glaſs, 


ſeeking to drown every thought of eternity, and to 


{ink the poor remains of human dignity, in the 
poiſonous draught; there, religious Mop ERATIO 
marks out the limits; mindful of that more than 
golden rule, Metlier ye eat, or drink, or what- 
never ye da, do all to the glory of God. 

| Where Prophaneneſs, aſſuming the mafk of 
wit, ſpawned the irreligious jeſt, and ſolicited the 
helliſh laugh, proſtituting, perhaps, even the lan- 
guage of Scripture to the purpoſes of licentious 
mirth, and playing on the very words of the Holy 
Ghoſt; trifling with ſacred ſubjects, at which an- 
gels tremble, and li ghtly mentioning that adorable 
Name, at which angels bow; there, from the mo- 
ment of converſion, grace introduces a total change. 
The renewed ſinner abhors himſelf, as in duſt and 
aſhes, for all that he has done; and can never ſuſ- 
ficiently ador e, admire, and revere, that infinite 
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goodneſs, which, inſtead of turning him into hell, 
has turned him to God, and made him a living mo- 
nument, not of deſerved vengeance, but of un- 
merited mercy. His heart, which, till then, was 

a fink of impurity and prophanation, is transform- 
ed into an houſe of prayer; and his mouth, once 
the ſeat of blaſphemy, is conſecrated into an * 
of praiſe. 

Where Avarice ſat brooding, tenacious as death, 
and inſatiate as the grave; unfeeling as marble, 
and deaf to the cries of diſtreſs, as the adder that 
ſtops her ear: diſcreet L1BERALITY unlocks the 
heart, and well-directed Beneficence extends her 
hand to beſtow. The language of the ſoul is ſimi- 
har to that of Zaccheus : Behold, Lord, the half 
of my goods, I give to the Poor; and, if I have 
taken any thing from any man, by falſe atcuſa- 
tion, 1 reſtore him fourfold. The true believer, 
like his adorable Saviour, goes about, doing good, 
and ſeeking whom he may relieve. . 

Where Diſcontent, like a wild bull in a net, 
taped and ſtruggled, turning the rod of affliction 
into a ſetpent, and charging Providence with folly ; 
reclining PATIENCE kiſſes the hand that ſmites, 
ind, knowing that Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
have mingled the draught, not only receives, but 
even reliſhes, the cup: while celeſtial HopE caſts 
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her anchor on the ineſtimable promiſe of Him who 
ſays, I wil! never leave thee, nor for/ake thee, 
and who has immutably declared, that All thing 
without exception, work together for good, to then 
that love God, to them that are the called accord. 


ing t9 his purpoſe. Thus does the follower of 


Chriſt, in the communicated ſtrength of the Holy 
One, take up his croſs; content to bear it as long, 
andto carry it as far, as God's unerring will ſhall 


pleaſe: 


Nor thinks its chance, nor murmurs at the load : 
« But knows, what man calls fortune, is from God.“ 


Where /acrilegious Impiety once robb'd Jeho- 
vah of his own Day, and prophaned the Sas- 
BATH, either by rioting and exceſs, or by travel- 
ling, or by the tranſaction of worldly buſineſs, or 
by making it an opportunity of recreation and 
idle amuſement; thus rendering the beſt of days 
ſubſervient to the worſt purpoſes, either of atrocious 
guilt, or of criminal inſignificanee; either baſely 
ſelling, or unprofitably ſquandering, thoſe precious, 
thoſe irretrievable hours, which ſhould be appro- 
priated to the glory of God, and to the ſpiritual 
improvement of the ſoul ;—There, religious regard 


to divine appointment, and love to the gracious. 


Appounter ) 
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Appointer, conſtrain the Chriſtian to keep the 
Lord's Day holy to the Lord, and to cultivate an 
babitual, increaſing fitneſs for the enjoyment of 
WS that Sabbatiſm, that everlaſting reſt, which remain- 
= | eth for the people of God. 

” In a word, where 1 mpenitency, armed with ten- 
bold braſs, ſtiffened her neck, and withdrew her 


3 ſhoulder from the yoke of obedience ;—the once 
: 5 | obdurate ſinner, being made willing in the day of 


= God's power, crys out, with vanquiſh'd Paul, Lord, 
- what Won thou have me to do? Tears of 
WE contrition flow, like water from the ſmitten rock; 
Ws REPENTANCE ſtrikes her conſcious breaſt; and 


= DEvorTion darts her aſpiring eyes to heaven. 


May thoſe, who have, hitherto, been uncon- 


19 | cerned about the great work of converſion, beg of 
== God to ſhew them the things belonging to their 


peace, cer death makes them wiſe indeed ; wiſe, 
perhaps, too late ! | 

And may ſuch of us, as are influenced, by grace, 
to the experimental knowledge, love, and i Imitation 
of Chriſt ; be led, farther, and deeper, into acquaint- 
ance with God, and communion with his bleſſed 
Spirit: gaining, day by day, brighter evidences of 
our EleCtion to eternal life, and more ſubſtantial 
marks of our intereſt in the Covenant of Grace, 


Pray fof the full ahmen of faith, for the ſeel- 
ing 
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ing of God's favour to you in Chriſt Jeſus, an 
for the knowledge of falvation by the forgiveneſ 
of _ | 


A. M. T. 


A PRESERVATION. 


Sm James Thornhill was the perſon who paint. 

ed the inſide of the famous cupꝰla of St. Paul, WA 

London. After having finiſhed one of the con. 

partments, he ſtepped back, gradually, to ſee ho 
it would look at a diſtance. He receded ſo far 

(ſtill keeping his eye intently fixed on the painting 

that he was got almoſt to the very edge of the (ca WA 
folding, without perceiving it: had he continued» (M 
retreat half a minute more, he muſt have fallento Wi 
the pavement beneath, and completed his deftruc- 
ton. A perſon preſent, who ſaw the danger the 
great artiſt was in, had the happy preſence of minl 
to ſnatch up one of the bruſhes, and daubed it over 
the painting. Sir James, tranſporteil with rage, 
fprung forward to fave the remainder of the piece. 
But his rage was ſoon turned into thanks, when the 
perfon addreſſed him“ Sir, by ſpoiling the paint: 
ing I have faved the life of the painter. You had 
adyanced to the n, of che ſcaffold, without 
knowing 
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5 ; knowing it. Had I called to you, to apprize you 
of your danger, you would naturally have turned 

so look behind you; and the ſurpriſe of finding 

4 yourſelf in ſuch a dreadful fittration, would have 

baſtened your fall. I had, therefore, no other me- 

thod of retrieving you but by acting as I did.” 

Not altogether diſſimilar to this is God's conduct 
to his people. It is the vain employ of ſinful man, 

by the imperfect duties of his life, to draw his own 

portrait, in ſuch deluſive colours, as to eſteem him- 
= {cit worthy the attention of the Almighty ; and, 
atcter the performance is executed, to view himſelf 
a in every favourable light to gratify the vanity of 
his ſelf.righteous heart, although every ſtep he 

takes in the review, haſtens his unwary feet to a 

fall which muſt complete his deſtruction. But, it 
is the determination of the God of Grace, 10 ain 
the pride of all human glory; and, as the by- 
ſtander daubed the painting of Sir James Thorn- 

hill, purpoſely to ſave his life from death, ſo the 
| LoRD the SPIRIT mars our legal performances, 
| thews us the guilt that attends them, and their in- 
effciency to juſtify us before the tribunal of IE Ho- 
van; then directs our attention to J=sVs, the 
Son of God, the Lord our Rightcouſneſs; who, 
| being the brightneſs of his FATHER's glory, and 
| the expreſs image of his PERSON, having purged 
our 
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our ius, becomes our only falvation. Then, in- 
ſtead of our hearts ariſing in reſentment againſt 
the conduct of the Almighty, in deſtroying the 
works of our hands; we thankfully adore his grace, 
and triumph 1 in his love 


l__—_— 
— 5 — 


The Life of the late Reverend and learned Av- 
cusTUs MonTacvt ToPLapy, M. A. Vicar 
| off Broad Hembury, in Devonſhire, Great- 


Britain. 


(Continued from gage 7a, and concluded.) 


| Ox a friend's ſuggeſting to Mr. Toplady the 
loſs which the Church of Chriſt would ſuſtain by 
| his death, the utmoſt diſcompoſure was viſible in 
his countenance, and with extreme ſenſibility he 
_ exclaimed, © What, by my death? No! By my 
death? No] Jeſus Chriſt is able, and will, by pro- 
per inſtruments, defend his own truths. And with 
regard to what little I have been enabled to do in 
this way, not to me; but to his name, and to that 
only, be the glory.” A ſhort time preceding his 
death, his friend and phyſician, on his own earneſt 
requeſt, informing him that his heart and arteries 


r beat, * day, weaker and weaker; he 
replied 
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replied immediately with a ſmile, —*. iy, that's 
a good ſign, that my death is faſt approaching; 
and bleſſed be God, I can add, that my heart beats 
every day ftronger and ftronger for glory.“ 

Another friend took the liberty to aſk him, if in 
- his preſent ſituation he had any doubt remaining 
upon his mind reſpecting the truth of thoſe prin- 
ciples he had ſo warmly propagated in his miniſtry. 
He replied, —©* Doubt, Sir, doubt! Pray uſe not 
that word when ſpeaking of me. I cannot endure 
the term; at leaſt while God continues to ine 
upon my ſoul, in the gracious manner he now does. 
Not,“ added he, © but that J am ſenſible, that 
while in the. body, if left of him, I am capable, 


through the power of temptation, of calling into 
queſtion every truth of the goſpel; but that is ſo 


far from being the caſe, that the manifeſtation 
and comforts of his love are fo abundant as to ren- 
der my ate the moſt deſirable. in the world. 1 


would not exchange my condition with any. one 


upon earth. And with reſpect to my principles, 
theſe bleſſed truths which I have been enabled in 


my poor meaſure. to maintain, appear to me mare 


than ever, moſt gloriaufly indubitable. My own 
exiſtence is not, to my apprehenſion, a greater cer- 


tainty. To me ſickneſs is no affliction; pain no 


Curſe; death 59101 no diſſolution. 
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A few days before his death, he ſaid to a friend, 
with his hands claſped, and his eyes lifted up, flow. 


ang with tears of evident joy, ooo 2 my dear Sir, I 


cannot tell you the comforts I feel in my ſoul: 
they are paſt expreſſion! The sonſolations if 
God to ſuch an unworthy wretch are ſo abundant, 
he leaves me nothing to pray for, but a continu- 
ance of them. I enjoy an heaven already in my 
foul. My prayers are all converted into praiſe. 
Nevertheleſs, I do not forget that I am fiill in 


the body, and liable to all thoſe diſtreſſing fears 


which are incident to human nature when under 
temptations, and without any ſenſible divine ſup- 
port. But ſ long as the preſence of God conti. 


aues with me in the degree I now enjoy it, 1 can- 


not but think that ſuch a deſponding frame is in. 


poſſible.” The nearer he drew to his deceaſe, 
the more happy and heavenly he appeared in his 
ſpirit and converſation. Founded upon the rock 
Chriſt Jeſus, and influenced with the Father's ever- 


laſting love, he ſtands againſt the ſhock of mortal- 


ity. The truth he preached to others, being the 
food- and nouriſhment of his own ſoul, he now 
finds their ſweetneſs to counterpoiſe the ſorrows 


of the grave. Happy, unſpeakably happy is that 


man, and eſpecially that miniſter, who is thus di- 


"ny * and enriched by a God of all grace 
The 


5 
as 
»& 2 
4 
5 
12 
. 
=> 
. 
* 
3 
8 1 
+ £ 
Zu 
_ 
3 
5 
3 
0 wm 
WOT. « 
* . 
* 
5:54 
IF: 
< 
Wy at 
e 
3 : 
"Ts 
El 
22 
4 3 
3 
48 
«Ray 
ID. 
. vid 
1 
3 
* 
B 
3 
FL. 
rf 
. þ 
. 2p 
3 
Bs 
"7 
. 
3 
55 # 
Ts F 
Þ 
22 
3 
a * 
— 
py 
Sz 
— 
3 
Ph 
* 
3D 
2 4 
a7 
% 
5 
4 
x; 
* * 
* 
Z 
"3 
* 
: 


C 


FR 
as 
— 
a7 
0 
8 
E. 
4% 
8 
N 
2 = 
<4 
x 
2 
. 
17 
3 
x 
— 
La 
= 
wy 
a * 
81 
8 
XY 
Fo 
LAY » 
40 
= f 
— 
5 
Th 
N. 
4 
8 
5 
5 
2 
E 
* 
A 
T4 
— 
— 
. 
IF 
b. 
* 
{x 
«th 
59 
N 
7 
(> 
* 
py 
24 
* 
5 
2 
1 
Ty 
* 


PT WII 


uf ; 2 f he n 19 
3 F 
* h ; 


RED a oo SRgg Lf - 


POCKET LIBRARY. 109 


The truth of Chriſt ſhall make them free from every 
fear, and ſafe conduct their feet through the ſhades 
of death; while the unhappy formaliſt, and ſelf- 


taught profeſſor, will tremble and ſink beneath the 
proſpect of immortality. 


Not long beiore his exit Mr. Toplady exclaimed, 
** O how this ſoul of mine longs to be gone! like 
a bird impriſoned in a cage, it longs to take its 


flight. O that I had wings like a deve! then 


would I flee away to the realms of bliſs, and be at 
reſt forever!“ Being aſked by a friend, if he al- 


ways enjoyed ſuch comforts, he anſwered, © 7 can- 


ot ſay there are no intermiſſions ; for if there were 
not, my conſolations would be more and greater 


than I could poſſibly bear; but, when they abate, 


they leave ſuch an abiding ſenſe of God's goodneſs, 
and of the certainty of my being fixed upon the 
eternal rock of Chriſt Feſus, that my ſoul is 


fil filled with peace and joy.” A little before 


his departure, he bleſſed God for continuing to him 
his underſtanding in clearneſs; but added, with 
a rapture, —** Moſt of all, his abiding preſence, 
and the ſhining of his love upon my ſoul. The fe 


is clear; there is no cloud; come Lord Fefus, come 


quickly !” Soon after this he cloſed his eyes, the 
Iith of Auguſt, 1778, and found, as Milton ex- 
pleſſes it ä 
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a death like sleep, f 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. $ 
The corpſe of Mr. Toplady, agreeably to his i 

own deſire, was interred in Tottenham Court Cha. Wl 
pel, in a remarkably deep grave, in preſence of a . 
. concourſe of people. And, notwithſtanding Mr, E 
Toplady had frequently expreſſed his diſapprobation Wi 
of any funeral ſermon being delivered on his death, WW 
yet the REVEREND ROwLAND HILL could nut 

forbear aſcending the pulpit at the interment, and 
made a very ſolemn and affectionate addreſs to the WW 

thronged church. : 
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MORNING's INTERVIEW 


Between Deacon Ridly and Colonel Sharples, 
: New- Jerſey. 


Deacon. So. ſo, Colonel, good morning; when 
did you return from Vork? | 
Col. Laſt night, and had I not been ſo deſperately 
jaded, I ſhould have called upon you right away 
for a grain of comfort. 
Deacon. Why, what in the world is the matter 


with you, you look mighty poorly ; come, fit down 
Colonel. 


7) BTR SES neo ap rialba 
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Colonel. Are markets low that make you feel ſo 
ugly? 

Cad. Deacon, as old a man as you are you never 
heard the like in all your days; there is that great 
man Thomas Paine been writing againſt the 57 le, 
and a great many Yorkers take ſide with him, and 
if ſomething is not done, they will all turn deiſts. 
Here, Deacon Ridly, is the book; do look at it; I 
bought it at Swords?s, in Pearl-ſtreet. 

Deacon. Well, well, I will look at this mighty 
book, Molly, hand me your grand-mother's ſpec- 
tacles. Perhaps, Colonel, you are more afraid than 
burt. T gueſs you are miſtaken about the folks in 
York; I have long thought many of them did not 
like the b:b/e mighty well, and only wanted Tom 
Paine's fine French cloak to walk in. | 

Col. Stay, Deacon, not quite ſo hard; Paine 
reaſons deſperately indeed ;—let me ſhew you this 
place. Ah! there it is, he ſtrikes home at the root. 
(P. 13)—“ Revelation, when applied to religion, 
means ſomething communicated immediately from 
God to man. No one will deny or diſpute the 
power of the Almighty to make ſuch a communi- 
cation if he pleaſes. But admitting for the ſake of 
a caſe, that ſomething has been revealed to a cer- 
tain perſon, and not revealed to any other perſon, 
it is revelation to that perſon only. When he tells 

it 
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it to a ſecond perſon, a ſecond to a third, and x 
third to a fourth, and ſo on, it ceaſes.to be a reye. 
lation to all thoſe perſons. It is a revelation to the 
firſt perſon only, and kere/ay to every other, and 
conſequently they are not obliged to believe it,” 
Now Deacon, how am I to know Whether the 
bible be a revelation of God or not—lIs it hereſa 
to me 
Deacon. So, ſo, let me fee if I can't take this 
Tem Fox by the tail, and take off his firebrand. 
Do Colonel hand me that book on the ſhelf; 'tis 
Paine's Common Senfe.—Sece here, — (p. 7.) On 
monarchy and hereditary ſucceſhon, he quotes the 
{criptures, and ſays, it is worth attending to, and 
| thews che origin, and ſuccefhon of the kings of 
Flrael; theſe portions of ſcripture, ſays he, are di- 
rect and poſitive; they admit of no equivocal con- 
ftrufion; and then brings in the atteſtation of the 
Almighty in this caſe. Here Colonel, you fee, to 
point his pen againſt KINGs, he gives full credit to 
the bible, as much as any pan in America; but 
when he got into France, he loſt his Commor 
Senſe,” and calls the bible a kereſay. Thus you 
ſee Paine is either a believer or an unbeliever, as 
ſuits his own purpoſe. 
Col. Why, Deacon, I never ſaw you ſo merry 
in all my born days; I thought to be ſure, you. 


would 
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would have burſt your eyes in tears! But look a 
little farther and you will ſee, —aye, there it is. 
(p. 50) how he talks about the Saviour having us 
learning, and that he could not wrt. 

Deacon. Aye, ſo he does. Take the bible 
Colonel, and turn to John viii. 6. and you will 


there ſee, Fe/us looped down and with his finger 


WROTE on the ground, when the accuſers of the 
adultreſs were before him. But, ſee here Colonel, 
in the very ſame page, Paine ſays, . Jeſus Chriſt 
called men to the practice of moral virtues, and the 
belief of one God,” therefore, Jews m muſt have had 
the beſt ſort of learning. 

Col. Very true, Deacon. There is another 
place where he calls St. Paul a manufacturer of 


quibbles, (p. 54)—the book of Revelations is a 


riddle, (p. 32) and ſays the metaphor of a difhclout 
might have been introduced as a zype, (p. 146.) 
Deacon. Paul was conſiſtent in his writings, and 
not like Paine, in his Common Senſe approving 
the Scripture, and in his Age of Reaſon denying it; 
therefore was no quibbler.— The Revelation may 
appear a riddle to Paine, {imply becauſe he had no 
eyes to read it, nor inclination to compare it with the 
ſucceſſive events of time; and, as to the metaphor 
of a diſſiclout, if he had looked ſharp, he would 
have found it already in Jeremiah: All our righte- 
_ ow ouf1 neſſes 
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euſneſſes are as filthy rags,* and if poor Tom had 


known his own heart, he would have found it in 

's ſight more filthy than the dirtieſt diſhclout 
ever handled by a ſcullion in his kitchen. However, 
Colonel, as Dr. Linn ſays, in his Sermon on the 
Times, That book, which hath for ſo many ages 
ſtood the roaring of the lion, may well ſtand the 
braying of an aſs.” 

Col. Paine alſo ſays that the Chriſtian Church 
| ſprung out of the tail of the heathen mythology; 
and, Deacon, there are many things in ſcripture 
that look a little that way. (p. 17 and 97.) 

Deacon. 1 gueſs, Colonel, this rather comes from 
Paine's head than the heathen's tail. Now; Colo- 
nel, I wonder our dominies do not more explain 
theſe things to their people; but let that be as it may, 
if you compare the heathen mythology with the 
ſcripture, you will find that the heathen mythology 
is a corruption from the ſcriptare; you know on 
man's expulſion from Paradiſe, God placed che- 
rubims to guard the tree of life; and, no doubt, Cain 
being familiar therewith, he and his poſterity, on their 
ſettlement, not fearing the true God, made gods of 
their own from that figure. The ſame cherubims 
were appointed in the Tabernacle of Moſes; in the 
Temple of Solomon; and, mightily ſpoken of by 

Ezekiel: 


* Isalah Ixiv. 6. 
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Ezekiel: now, theſe cherubims, in Hebrew, anſwer 


to the elements of Nature; and when the tribes 


revolted under Jereboam, they carried the- idea of 


| theſe hieroglyphics among the heathen, and thus, 


in my opinion, Fupzter, and all the other heathen 


gods, were eſtabliſhed and worſhipped, as they all 


anſwer in their names and natures-to the four faces 
of the cherubims, as you may ſee explained by the 
learned Mr. Parkhurſt, in his Hebrew Lexicon. 
Col. Then, Deacon, you don't. believe what 
Paine ſays? 
Deacon. Do you think J am ſo fooliſh in my 


old age as to believe an unbelieuer? No, no, let 


unbelievers credit one another if they pleaſe; were 
Ito believe ſuch, my reaſon and common ſenſe 
might laugh in my face. 

Col. Whai think you could induce that man to 
write ſuch a book ? 


Deacon. I'll tell you, Colonel; you know Paine : 


was then in the clutches of the French Convention, 


many of whom were deiſts greater than himſelf; 


and, to recommend himſelf to their favour, and 
ſave his neck from Louis's cutting-knife, the gul- 
lotine, I gueſs he wrote againſt the bible. Another 
reaſon why he wrote againſt the chriſtian religion 
is, becauſe he had none in himſelf; if he had known 


himſelf a ſinner, he would have ſeen the neceſſity 


of 
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of à Saviour revealed, or periſh. But, Colon 
I ſee Paine as in the hand of Providence. France, 


you know, for many ages, has been as cup of in. 


fidelity and ſuperſtition: in order for the reception 
of the pure ne of the Goſpel, the cap muſt be 
emptyed; and I look upon Paine's book as a juſt 
deſcription of the proſent ſtate of religion, if fuch 
it may be called, in that country; and thus he i 
the hand that ſhews us the contents of the cup of | 
abominations. The time, I believe, is not far 
diſtant, when truth and righteouſneſs ſhall flouriſh 
among that people, and the pure doctrines of Chriſt 
ſhall ariſe upon the ruins of infidelity. But, ftay 


Colonel, what is this he ſays, (p. 71)—* I keep no 


bible.” The only true word in all his book, and 
a plain proof of nis ignorance and contempt of the 
ſubject. 

Col. Deacon Ridly, I am mighty glad to hear 
you talk; it does me more good than all the fer- 
mons J have heard this month paſt, I feel q 
relieved ;—do let's have a mug of your cyder, aud 
I'll go and order my team to plough; and at an- 
ather time I will aſk you more about this book, 


for I vow it had almoſt turned me upſide down. 


THE 
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lic worſhip when ſervice is half performed, is attend- 


indulged a bed of ſloth, eſpecially when on every 


the great God, when he enters the door after pray- 


WES 
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THE SLOTHFUL WORSHIPER 
ADMONISHED. 


FoR a profeſſed chriſtian to enter a place of pub- 


ed with extreme diſadvantages to himſelf, and many 
inconveniences to others; conſequently merits 
friendly admonition. 

Such a perſon, however, may reply, better late 
than never put, on ſerious reflection, he muſt 
find his tardy ſteps expoſe him to ſevere reflection. 
Does he not give others leave to imagine he has 


other morning in the week he is known to be firſt 
at market, and the earlieſt at his buſineſs? Who 
can ſuppoſe he has had time for either family or 
cloſet Devotion; or if performed at all, it muſt have 
been in a buſtle to get to Church before ſermon. 
May not many ſteady worſhippers imagine, that 
this ſlothful chriſtian, however he may talk of loving 
ſermons, can have little idea of the true worſhip of 


er? Should he be equally late in his attendance 
in the afternoon, who but may imagine he has 
too freely eat at his table; or has taken a few glaſſes 
too many? This, however, is certain, no one has 

reaſon 
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reaſon to ſuppoſe his mind in a lively frame for re- 
ligion; that he loves the habitation of the Almighty; 
feels a warm attachment to- God's ſaints; or is 2 
lover of prayer and praiſe. 

This evil does not reſt alone upon or with himſelf, 
What a bad example does he ſet his family, and others 
in the congregation, eſpecially young perſons, who 
need every ſtimulus to duty! What an interrup- 
tion to public worſhip is it for a perſon to bounce 
in, and almoſt out of breath, to take his ſeat, while 
ſervice is performed? And, what a diſcouragement 
is it to the miniſter to ſee ſo little fruit of his labour, 
and perhaps to be interrupted in his work by this 
negligent attendant, who catches the eye of eyery 

body in the church? 
wm granted, that lawful, unavoidable obſtruc- 
tions may occur to prevent a perſon's timely atten- 
dance on worſhip; where this is the real caſe, it 
will create the pain of diſappointment in that breaſt 
which glows with ardour.for Communion with God 
in his. ſanctuary; but it is to be feared, many, very 
many habitually neglect a due attendance on the 
houſe of the Lord, and need admonition to quicken 
their ſteps, which, if effected hereby, will anſwer 

me deſired end of this paper. | 
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THE REFLECTION. 


duced in my breaſt unhallowed deſires, deranged 
by mental powers, and debaſed my ſofter paſſions ; 


it prepareth for my ſteps a thorny path, and creates 


a ſtubborn will, averſe to all that's good. In vain 
I paſs the buſy ſcenes of life, or ſeek to drown 


my conſcious ſenſibility among the ſons of murth : 


theſe enhance my pain in reflecting hours, and arm 


my pillow with thorns, more piercing than the 
poiſoned arrow. I am amenable to HIM who 
made me. This, a conſcience ſomething, reſi- 


dent within, announces. And this I learn from the 


various ſcenes of life, and the paſſage of my fellow 


mortals, though againſt their will, to a ſtate from 


which they never, never will return. Ah! my 
foul, every fleeting moment brings thee nearer to 
the fatal criſis, when thou, and all that's mortal, 
ſhalt bid adieu, and then to ſtand before thy Ma- 
ker's auguſt throne. But O |—this God is good, 


and mercy dwells with him. Vet, ſ. ay my ſoul, 
this God is righteous too; nor can his goodneſs, 
nor his mercy, reach thee as a ſinner, at expence 
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Ay I a ſinner ?—The conviction of my conſci 
ence, the events of my life, and the law of my 
creation, confirm the ſolemn truth. Sin has pro- 
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ſo dear as forfeiture of juſtice. If there be: 
God, immutable muſt be his attributes; nor one 
impeach or croſs another. How then, as a ſinner, 
canſt thou hope to meet his ſmiles ?—Sayeft thoy, 
revolve, repent; yet alas! who will pay the ol 


arrear! Will repenting tears obliterate the awful 


debt I owe? But, ſhould I ſay I will repent, canre. 
pentance flow, from a heart ſo hard and vile as mine 
The terrors of my God forbid repentance; inflex; 
ble is his law, and exorable is his juſtice ;—ny 
guilty breaſt feels encruſted; my tears refuſe to 


flow; nor can I find repentance, though by reper- | 


tance I ſhould be ſaved. Whither then wauldf 
thou fly? Survey the ſtores of nature, if a victin 
can be found to ſatisfy thy God; — ſee, if among het 
choiceſt ſweets, a balm ſo full of virtue can be founl 
to make the whole. All, all is vain! „ Shall! i 
come before the Lord with burnt-offerings, wit 
calves of a year old? Will the Lord be pleats! 
with -thouſands of rams, or with ten thouſands of 
rivers of oil? Shall J give my firſt born for m 


tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my body forthe fin of my 


ſoul?” Theſe, alas | have no merit for human ol 
fence; and the very offering of them would betra) 
my folly and accumulate my guilt. What ſat 
Abraham to his ſon? “ God will provide himſel 
a lamb for a burnt-offering.” Gen. xxii. 8. - 

gol 


Fe 
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goſpel points me to tat Lamb; God's co-equal, 

co- eternal Son that Lamb, who was lead to the 
laughter; bled beneath the ſtroke of juſtice; and 
whoſe atoning ſacrifice is accepted by that God 
againſt whom my fins ariſe. Here then will I reſt. 
On this rock of ſalvation will I caſt my ſoul with 
all its guilt and cares. O thou bleeding, ſuffering 
dying Lamb of God, who taketh away the fin of 
the world; waſh me in thy precious blood, clothe 
me in thy quſtifying righteouſneſs, and, by thy ſo- 
vereign, efficacious grace,. reſtore my heart, my 
life, my ſoul, to thy holy image ! and when fleſh 
and heart ſhall fail, be thou the ſtrength of mm * 


and my portion for ever. 


THE DOCTOR's MISTAKE. 


Dy. D——s beſetting fin ſeems to have been 
an exceſs and laxneſs of complaiſance. Being to 
preach one Sunday at a country town, where were 
two different churches, the one Calviniftic, the 
other Armenian, the Doctor provided himfelf with 


| two ſermons, as oppoſite in their-plan as were the 


congregations to which he was to preach. When 
arrived at the place, he mounted the Calviniſt pulpit 
in the morning. He gave out his text, and began 


L his 
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1 his diſcourſe; but had not got far before he per. 
ceived he had pulled out the wrong ſermon. He 


1 could not, however, recede; but went through 
W with it with much uneaſineſs to himſelf, and to the 
A great diſſatisfaction of his auditory, Having but 
1 two ſermons with him, and knowing that many of 
i his morning hearers would follow him. to the other 


church in the afternoon, he was under the neceſſiy 
of preaching his Calviniſtic diſcourſe to the Arme. 
nian congregation, where he gave as much diſcon- 
tent as he had done to the other before. The 
Doctor lamenting his miſtake. ſhortly after to an 
intimate friend, received this mortifying anſwer: 
Never mind it, Sir, you only happened to put 
your hand in the wrong pocket.” 


—_ 9 * os — 


DIALOGUE 


Between a Father and his Son. 
[ Continued from frage 66, and concluded. 
PART III. 


Fat lier. My ſon, did you read in the gazelte 
of to-day, the treaty of peace between the DEV of 


Algiers and the United States? 
1 Hon. 
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Fon. I did, Sir, and it afforded me peculiar ſa- 
tisfaction to find that our trade was in ſome degree 
preſerved from interruption by that rapacious na- 
tion; and eſpecially as it may afford a ray of hope 
to our ſuffering citizens, now confined in thatdread- 
ful country. Who that feels the flame of religious 


and civil liberty within his breaſt, but mult often 


drop for them the ſympathetic tear ! 

Father. J know, my child, you always felt a 
generous heart for another's woe. Civil liberty is 
ſweet; yet, thoſe ſlaves, chained to the gallies, en- 
during the moſt ſevere bondage, did they feel liberty 
of ſoul from the power of ſin and the condemnation 
of the /aw by the ſacrifice of Chriſt, they muſt be 
pronounced infinitely more happy than the moſt 
wealthy merchant, that neither knows nor tears the 
Lord. Since, my ſon, we are upon the ſubject of 
liberty, as you expreſſed to me when riding on the 
Iſland, the unhappy ſtate of your mind, I wiſh you 
to inform me if you have obtained any relief. 

Son. Contrary to my expectation I have felt re- 
lief, and in a way once remote from my deſires. 


1 cannot but be aſtoniſhed at the deluſion of my 


mind, and the change of my heart! I ſaw neither 
my danger nor my deliverer. Surely it is the Lord 


who hath revealed them both, or I ſhould have been 
ignorant of them till, 


Father. 


: 
; 1 \ 
* 1 
of -,, 
1 
* 2 
1 
1 1 
7 * 
© * Fi 
" 7 
EY 3 
SET - D 
* >. 2. 4 
r 
FI 
* — \ 
e 
N 
4 468 
1 — 
F 
2 
5 « o ft — . 
L WALES. 
e 
Br 
"Ix 
=. G's 
R 
% - 
i568 * 
8 1 
1 
* I 
13 5 
1 
> 4 * 
* 2 
n 
+. P 
; 4 *% \ 


1 
= £% . 
4 4 
" & 
— 6 
* 1 
— 7 
i 
* 1 7 
_—_— * 
WS * 
AIR E: 
. * 
= * 
1 
1 
£ Wl LI 
4% "SEE 
b LT 
a EM 
WS 
» 4 
bs.” 
ISS 
4 
ry 
OS 
* 


124 THE CHRISTIAN 's 


Father, You fill my heart with joy! Favour 
me, my ſon, with the way by * your mind was 
made at eaſe. 

Son. After our converſation while riding on the 
iſland, I ſought a retired moment for prayer; but 
while bending my knees, a gloom overſpread my 
mind; —my mouth was ſtopped ;—I had no view 
of God, although my heart was filled with his ter- 
rors. Ariſing from my knees, I was about to leave 
my chamber, and while my hat was in my hand, 
theſe words ſenſibly occurred to my thoughts, All 
thy children fhall be taught of God, and great 
all be the peace of thy children. Ia. liv. 13; 
I immediately returned to prayer, and begged the 
Lord to teach me the knowledge of himſelf my) 
mind expanded ;—I faw, God was a juft God, and 
yet a Saviour that Jeſus had died for ſinners,— 
for his very enemies. The love of Chriſt engaged 

my. heart ;—I wept I prayed. The voice of 
Jeſus, ſaying, Come unto me, all ye that labbur, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt, 
Matt. xi. 28. reached my heart ;—T felt a willng- 
neſs to lay at his feet with my guilt and folly. I 
was perſuaded that his blood could cleanſe from all 
fin: When I aroſe from prayer, it ſeemed all my 
diſtreſs was gone. I wiſhed the Lord would take 


charge of me, and that my bedy and ſoul might be 
ſcaled: 
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ſealed his for ever! I reſolved to inform you of it 
immediately, but I know not what forbid me, for 
three weeks paſt; probably. it might have been a 
temptation I hope, Sir; you will excuſe it 
Father. O my child how bountiful-is God to 
me! how rich is his mercy to you! May the Lord 
ſeal you indeed for his own! Now you will feel 
new motives for obedience, and be led to a ſource 
of happineſs unknown to you before. Remember; 
it is ſaid, Meſſiah Mall feed his flock like a fhep- 
herd; he ſhall gather the lambs with his arm, aud 
carry them in his boſom... Iſaiah xl. 11. Look to 
him to defend your tender mind from evil, conduct 
your feet in the path of duty, and finiſn the work 
I hope he hath graciouſly begun. I forbear de- 
ſcribing to you the thorny path you have to tread, 
and the many enemies that will aſſault you. I will 
not interrupt your joy. Still contemplate the beau- - 
ties of Chriſt, the riches of grace, and the'proſ- 
pects of eternity, and my heart ſhall drink wich 
you of the fame ſacred cup. 
Son. I hope, Sir, you will pray the Lad tat 8 
my preſent comforts may not deceive me, for 1 
have had a fear already ariſe, that ſuch might bo 5 
poſſible; however, I dare not yield to it. 
Father. Such fears are common to thoſe WhO 15 
lie at the Shepherd's feet; by aſſured the axe any 
La jected: 
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jected by an infernal foe. Whenever ſuch ſuſpi- 
cions ariſe, beg of the Lord to ſhine upon what 
you eſteem to be his own work; and if it be his 
work indeed, he will make it evident to you, that 
you may enjoy the comfort of it. And, for your 
encouragement, read the complete ſuit of armour 
deſcribed in Eph. vi. which, if worn by faith, will 
make you proof againſt your foes, and no weapon 
formed againſt you ſhall proſper. I ſhall not ceaſo 
to pray for you while life and breath remain ; be 
aſſured, that to ſee you walk worthy of the Lord 
in the various relations of private and public life, 
will afford me that happineſs which can only be 
excceded by the more immediate ſmiles of my 
God. 


— 


POPULATION. 


Tus aggregate population on the ſurface of the 
known habitable globe, is eſtimated at 895, 300,000 
| fouls. If we reckon, with the ancients, that 2 
generation laſts thirty years, then, in that ſpace, 
$95, 300,000 human beings will be born and die; 
conſequently 81,760 muſt be dropping into eterdi- 
ty 
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ty every day, 3407 every hour, or about 56 every 
minute. How ſolemn the reflection! how im⸗ 
portant the admonition, Be ye elfo ready! 


— Ha Lt ae. TY 


ON BEING AWOKE FROM SLEEP BY 
A 1 


How dreadful is he ſtorm which hath arouſed 


me from my deep ſleep! The artillery of heaven 
ſeems doubly charged! How ſharp the lightning 
that penetrates the crevices of my windows! The 


thunder of the ſky makes the houſe rock, and my 


very bed to tremble! The hail-ſtones ſeem commiſ- 
ſioned to deſtroy, and tempeſtuous winds appear 


to have loſt their wonted bounds! My God! are 


theſe the tokens of thy diſpleaſure? Is my awa- 


kened frame agitated at theſe demonſtrations of thy 


awful grandeur? How then ſhall I ariſe from the 
bed of death by the archangel's trump, and amidſt 
diſſolving elements, and the wreck of nature, meet 


thee in tremenduous judgment! 'Who can ftand 


in thy ſight when thou art angry! Yet to what 


expreſſions of thy indignation have my offences ex- 


poſed me! How ſhall I allay the ſtorm of thy 
righteous vengeance! Were I to offer unto thee 


thouſands of gold and ſilver, or all the vaſt trea- 
{ures 
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fures of ten thouſand worlds, the mighty ſum wouls 
be infinitely too poor : would be ſpurned from thy 
thrane, and the very offering ſerve only to acou- 
mulate my offences. Loſt in myſelf, I caſt my eyes 
toward that ſlaughtered Lamb who taketh away 
the ſins of men. O thou bleeding, prevailing ſa- 
crifice ! let thy ſpirit apply that blood to my guilty 
heart, which, on Mount Calvary, appeaſed incenſ. 
ed juſtice, and procured ſalvation for the vile; let 
my imperfect ſoul be wrapped within the mantle 
of thy pure obedience, and in which I may boldly 
ſtand the ſolemn day. Tliou adored. Son of God 
has ſuſtained the fiery indignation ; and thou art to 
me a covert from the ſtorm, and a refuge from the | 
tempeſt | Beneath the ſhadow of thy winds I reſt 
ſecure, and wait the judgment day. Let thunders 
roar, and lightning pierce the ſky ; let the-: maſſy 
globe, with. all- its ſplendour, fade away, and the 
arched heavens vaniſh as the ſmoke : I will rejoice 
in the Lord, and triumph in his grace! O thou 
God of ſovereign power and majeſty, let a ſenſe 
of thy auguſt Preſence guard my ſteps this day, 
chat I err not from thy juſt commands. Let the 
ſolemn leſſon of the morning abide till the ſetting | 
fun, and yield its ſacred ſweets; and thus the morn- 
ing and the evening ſhall celebrate thy praiſe. . 
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THE BOOK-STEALER: © 


A Gentleman of Briſtol, Great-Britain, of pretty 
ſtrong ſentiments againſt the perſon of Jeſus, took 
occaſion, in almoſt every company, to ſpeak con- 
temptuoufly of the leading doctrines of revelation. 
Being one day at the ſale of the library of a late mi- 
niſter of that city, in one: of the lots there happened 
to be a volume entitled CMriſt Crucied. The 
lot being ſold, and the volume miſſing, there was 
a general inquiry after it through» the room; when, 
very unfortunately, it happened to be found in he 
poſſeſſion of the above-named gentleman, who, 
without heſitation, gave it up with a ſneer, ſaying, 
Here, take your Chriſt Crucified, for any thing 
it is good for,” Upon which another gentleman 
in company, patting him upon the ſhoukder, very 
ſmartly whiſpered him, © I FIND IT IS NOTHING 
UNCOMMON. FOR THIEVES TO REVILE XA 
CRUCIFIED JESUS." 


—— 


* * 2 = 


SELECT: SENTENCES. 


th Tur Pr omiſes of God, like a well-drawn 
picture, look on all that look on them with an eye 
| jb 
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of faith. They are like the beams of the ſun, which 
ſhine as freely in at the windows of the poor man' 
cottage as the rich man's palace. 

2. Many perſons ſhift their ſins, as men 40 their 
clothes; they put off one to put on another; this 
is but waiting on the devil in a new livery. 

3. When a chriſtian thinks he can go alone be 
is neareſt falling. 

4. The blood of Chriſt, which ſatisfied the jul- 
tice of God, may well ſatisfy the conſcience of 4 
ſenſible tranſgreſſor. 

5. The imperfectious of a believer's ſanctifica- 
tion make him conunualy depend on Chriſt for 
juſtification. 

6. A complete chriſtian lives 5 a king; and 
prays like a beggar. 

7. Nature in man muſt have bread, but grace 
in man muſt have Chriſt: give a gracious ſoul all 
the world, and take away Chriſt, and you give hun 

ſtones for bread. 

8. The devil's ſofteſt pillow is a bey heart. 

9. Prayer is a key which unlocks the bleſſings 
of the day, and locks up the dangers of the night. 

10. Extreme poverty is a ſtrong temptation to 
diſhoneſty : it is hard for an empty bog to ſtand up- 
right. 
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ON THE LOVE OF CHRIST. 


In a Letter to the Right Hon. Lady Frances 
Shirley, by the late Rev. James Hervey. 


My Lady. 


ON Saturday in the afternoon, I promiſed myſelf 
a ſingular pleaſure, the pleaſure of writing to your 


LN - but was hindered from enjoying it, by 


company which could not be left, and my buſineſs 
which could not be poſtponed. | 

I think, my Lady, you have a note under my 
hand, for a few thoughts on The Love of CHRIST. 
How glad am I to pay, as far as my ability will 
reach, all my obligations to your Ladyſhip ! eſpe- 


cially when they are of a nature ſo peculiarly pleaſ- 


ing. Shall we then conſider 

The original of his love? It is free; perfectly 
free; without any deſert, or the leaſt amiableneſs 
m us. We love our kind friends, and generous 


benefactors: thoſe that are accompliſhed in them- 
ſelves, or ſerviceable to our intereſts. But CHRIST C 


loved us when we were ſinners; when we were 


forgetful of him; nay, enemies to him, by evil 
tempers, and wicked works. He loved us, (O 


ſovereign, moſt unmerited kindneſs |) when we de- 
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ſerved FOE TOs but utter * and mmi 
vengeance. | 

The commencement of his love. His love is not 
of yeſterday. His love, like his outgoingy, is from 
everlaſting. I have loved thee, ſays he to his 
church, with an everlaſting love. We value 
the affection that is of long ſtanding ; has taken 
deep root; and ſtill continues unſhaken. How ex- 


cellent, then, is thy loving kindneſs, O bleſſed 
 Jesvs! which, before the mountains were brought 


forth, br ever the earth and the world were made, 
was fixed upon ſinful duſt! O] that we, my Lady, 
ſhould be in the thoughts, be upon the very heart, 
of God's adorable 308, even from .the ages of 
eternity? ? ers 
The duration of his love. It is invariable 1 
eternal. Having loved his ewn, he loveth them 
even unto the end. It neither began with time, 
neither will it end with time. As no worthineſs in 
us cauſed it, ſo neither will our failings extinguiſh 
it; no, nor our-infirmities damp it. We change 
frequently ; our holy frames fail.; but our. adored 


Redeemer is the ſame yefterday, . to-day, and for 


ever. Fear-not then, my honoured Lady, neither 


life nor death, nor things preſent, nor things l 


come, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to fe- 
parate us from the ever tender, the ever conſtant, 


the ever triumphant /ove of GoD our Saviour! 
| The 
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The eFedts of his love. It brought him from 
the heaven of heavens, to dwell in clay, and be 
lodged in a manger. It brought him from thoſe 
happy manſions, where is the fu/neſs of joy, and 
where are pleaſures for evermore ; to be dęſtitute, 
aflifted, tormented in this vale of tears. O my 
Lady! it made him, who is heir of all things, not 
to have where to lay his head; till he was ſtretch- 
ed on the Croſs, and laid it in the gloom of the grave. 
Unparalleled and ſtupendous: Vio can declare 
the noble acts of the Redeemer's love, or /hew forth 
its praiſe ? 

The uit of this love. To this is owing all 
the good we poſſeſs or expect; every ſpiritual and 
heavenly bleſſing. If our eyes are enlightened, in 
any degree, to ſee the things that belong to our 
peace: if our deſires are awakened, to 80 the 
inheritance incorruptible, undefiiled, and that | 
fadeth not away : for this we are indebted to the 
love and grace of CHRIST. If we are ſanctified 
in part, and deſirous to grow in true godlineſs: it 
we are perfectly juſtified before Gop, and adopt- 
ed to be his ſons and daughters: theſe alſo are 
ſtreams, which iſſue from that inexhauſtible foun- 
tan, THE LovE of CHRIST. As it was ſtron- 
ger than death, in its actings and ſufferings ; it is 
richer than all worlds in its precious, precious fruits, 


M Juſtly. 
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Juſtly, therefore, does the ſcripture make uſe 
of all the endearing relations, that ſubſiſt among 
mankind, to repreſent the love of CHRIST. 
Great is the love of a friend; greater the love of 
a brother; greater ſtill the love of a parent; greateſt 
of all the love of a bridegroom: but infinitely 
greater than any, than all, is the love of the ever 
bleſſed IMMANUEL to his people. When all has 
been ſaid, all has been imagined ; it tranſcends 
every compariſon ; it exceeds all thought; or, as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, it paſſes knowledge. May your 
Ladyſhip have more and more exalted apprehenſions 
of it; and live under a delightful ſenſe of its rich- 
neſs and perpetuity May it be your ſweet incite- 
ment to every duty, and your ſovereign cordial 
under all tribulation !—And when eternity, the 
vaſt eternity opens, it ſhall be, in a ſenſe that no 
heart can conceive, your crown of rejoicing ; your 
exceeding great reward. —And, I hope, you will 
ſometimes pray, that it may be the preſent comfort, 
and eternal joy of, my Lady, your Ladyſhips 
much obliged, and moſt dutiful humble ſervant, 


J. HERVEY. 
Miles's Lane, Feb. 4, 1752. 1 


A WORD 
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A WORD IN SEASON. 


| A word fitly sfoken is like aſſiles of gold in Rackets of 


3:1ver. | Prov. xxv. 11. 


Hervey, Rector of Weſton Flayel, being one day 
on a journey, a lady who happened to be in the 
fame carriage with him, was expatiating in a very 
particular manner on the amuſements of the ſtage, 
as being, in her eſteem, ſuperior to any other plea- 
ſures. Among other things ſhe ſaid, © There was 
the pleaſure of thinking on the play betore ſhe 
went, the pleaſure ſhe enjoyed when there, and 
the pleaſure of ruminating upon it when on her bed 
at night.” Mr. Hervey, (who fat and heard her 


diſcourſe without interrupting her) when ſhe had 


concluded, ſaid to her, that there was one pleaſure 
more beſides what ſhe had mentioned that ſhe had 
forgot. What can that be?” ſaid ſhe, * for ſure 
[ have included every pleaſure, when I have con- 
ſidered the enjoyment before hand—at the time — 
and afterwards. Pray, Sir, what is it?” To which 
Mr, Hervey, with a grave look, and in a manner 
peculiarly amiable to himſelf, anſwered, © Madam, 
the pleaſure that it will give you on your DEATH- 


BED.“ 
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3ED.” A clap of thunder, or a flaſh of lightning 
could not have ſtruck her with more ſurprize. The 
ſtroke went to her very heart, and ſhe had not one 
word to ſay, but ſeemed quite occupied in thinking 
upon it. In ſhort, the conſequence of that well- 
timed word was, that ſhe never went any more to 
the play-houſe, but became a pious woman, and a 
tollower of thoſe-pleaſures which would afford her 
true ſatisfaction on her death-bed.. | 


OBSERVATION. 


{tux the famous Grecian painter, uſed, in 
the latter part of his life, to give away his pictures, 
without accepting any thing for them; for which 
he aſſigned this reaſon : I give away my pictures 
for nothing, becauſe they are above all price.” 
Rollin's Arts and Sciences, vol. i. p. 205. And 
does not Gop freely give us a place in the book 
of life, an intereſt in his Son, and a title to his 
kingdom; nay, does he not make us a preſent of 
himſelf in Chriſt, becauſe theſe bleſſings are above 

all praiſe? To great, too high, too glorious, to 
be purchaſed by the works of man 


POETRY. 


p OE I R V. 


ODE ON THE HOLY TRINITY. 


F ATHER of heav'n and earth! coeval Son! 
And co-existing Sp1rIT! Trinal One / 
Mysterious deity; invisible; 

Indefinite and omnipresent God, 

Inhabiting eternity! Shall dust, 

Shall ashes, dare presume to sing of Thee? 
O for a David's heart, and tongue of fire, 
To rival angels in my praise and zeal! 

Yet love immense, and gratitude, with awe 
Religious mix'd, shall elevate the hymn, 
My heart enkindle, and inspire my tongue. 
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FarnER CREATOR! who beholds thy works, 
But catches inspiration! Thou the earth 
On nothing hung, and balanc'd in the void 
With a magnetic force, and central poise. 
Ocean of brightness Thou! Thy grand behest 
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Hung on thy orb, the gun, a Hartling droft, 
To light the stars, and feed their silver urns 
With unexhausted flame; to bid them shine 
Eternal in their courses, .o'er the blue 
Which. mantles night, and woo us to repose. 
With roscid radiance. They, harmonious roll 
In majesty of motion, solemn, loud, 

The universal hallelujah : sphere, 

In lucid order, *quiring sweet to sphere, 

Deep- felt, and loftier than a gerall's song. 

The symphony of well- according worlds! 

But man, thy beam, thy breath, thy image shines 
The crown, the glory, and the lord of all) 
Of all Zelow the stars! a hlant from heav'n 
Traduc'd to spread the riches of its Sloam 

O'er earth, and water'd with etherial dews; 
Incorruptible aliment! the birds 8 
Warble among his boughs ; the cattle, safe, 
Pasture within his de;? and earth beneath 
Th' imperial umbrage of his branches smiles. 
The smiling earth, the spangled spheres, and man 
Their great Creator praise! but praise how long 
Unless by thy Aimighty-arm upheld, 

Preserver infinite * by Thee unless 

Upheld, the earth would from her basis reel; ; 
The leres forego their courses, (off their orbs 
The silver softness melted into shade) 
Obscurely dissonant; and mortal man 

{Void of all fostering fires) his stately form 
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To dust be moulder'd ; Chaos would resume 
Her ancient anarchy, confusion rule; 
And darkness swallow ALL. In Thee we live, 
In Thee we move: our beings in thy chain, 
Link'd to eternity, fasten on Thee, 
The pillar of our couls For me, (how late 
A neighbour of the worm!) when I forget 
The wonders of thy goodness ray'd. on me, 
And cease to celebrate, with matin harp. g 
Or:vesper song, the plenitude of love, 
And healing.mercy, may the nightly ow'r, 
Which wh:sers on my slumbers, cease to breathe 
Her modulating impulse through my soul; 
Untun'd, unhallow'd + discord, string my lyre, . 
Idly, my finger, press the fretted gold, 
Rebellious to the dictates of my hand, 
When indolent, to swell the notes for Thee, 
FaTHeR of heaven and earth !/—Coeval Sox 
(His word, his essence, his effulgence pure!) 
Not less thy FILIà L likeness I adore, 
Nor from thy Father's glory aught disjoin, 
Redeemer ! Mediator ! from the bixth 
Of uncreated time, thy Father's wrath 
(Sprung from omniscience!) to appease for Man 
Upright as yet, to mediate mercy wak'd 
Unbounded love in Thee ; unbounded love 
Contracted to the measure of a gan 
Inmentity of Gob READ, and thy crown 


Neft from thy faded brow. . Listen, O earth! 
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And wonder, O ye heav'ns! Shall He, whose feee 
Are cloth'd with ars, (the glory of his head 
For who can tell?) whose looks divine illume 
The dazzled eyes of cherubs, and the youth 
Of saints with everlasting bloom renew ; 
Shall He, whose vital smiles with splendor fill 
The circuits of creation, and sustain 
Th' abodes of all existence, from the depths 
Of hell beneath, above heav'n's highest orb, 
With life, and health, and joy! Shall He, to God 
Dear as his eye and heart, engraven there 
Deep from eternity; alone belov'd, 
Alone begotten! say, shall He become 
A man of grief ———-for man? nay, more, his fe, 
Rebellous next the fiends?—Astonishment 
Had chain'd my tongue to silence, if the pow'rs 
Of tenderest pity, and of warmest love, 
Provok'd by pensive measures, sadder strains 
Of elegiac sorrow, with the theme 
Mournfully varying. Take, my soul redeem! 
O take the moaning dove's dew-dropping wing, 
Fly, fly to Solyma ! and melt thy woe 
To Cedron's murmurs:—thence extend thy flight, 
To Golgatia's accursed tree. Behold! 
Clouds roll'd on clouds of wrath (the blackest wrath 
Of an offended God!) His beauties shade, 
But shade not long: it soon in drops dissolves, 
Sweet to the soul as manna to the taste, 


As pride of summer-flow'r to sight or smell! 
A Behind 
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Behind this shadowing cloud, this mystic gloom,. 

The Sharon rote, dy'd in the blood of Heaven; 

The /ily of the valley, white from stain, 

Bows the fair head, in loveliness declines, 

And, sweetly languishing, it droops and dies! 

But, darkness veils the aun / a curtain draws, 

Before the hassion! beyond wonder great, 

Great beyond Silence ! (Awe-struck, Hause awhile ;) 
And heavy as the, burden of our sing“ 
'Tis finisl? d Change the lyre, the numbers change! 
Let holy anthem-airs inspire the hymn.— 

Glory in heav/n Redemption to mankind! 

And peace on earth! dominion! blessing! praise! 
Thanksgiving! blessing! pow'r! salvation to our God! 
Salvation to our God, and to the Lams / 

And co-existing Spirit ! Thou, whose breath 

My voice informs, shall-it-be mute to Thee, 

Eternal Paraclete ! in order, last, 

Equal in glory to Omnipotence; 

The Fr xs, as to the Second; and from both 
Froceeding; (O inexplicable NAME!) 

Mystical link of the annumber d THREE!!! 

To Learning, night; to Faith, the noontide day. 
Soul of the universe! Thy wisdom, first 

The rage compos'd of warring elements, 

Yon all- surrounding heavens, with christal orbs 
Garnish'd, and living gems, in goodly ranks 

And disciplin'd array, dividing night 

From day, their ordinances 'stablish'd sure. 


The 
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The waters saw thee moving o'er their face, 
O God, the waters saw thee, and afraid, 
Into their channel shrunk (capacious bed 
Of liquid element!) and own'd their bounds 
Impassable, as the eternal gu{4/ 
Truiæt bliss and woe. — The PRINCE or PEACE Thy 
beams 6 
Largely imbib'd, when, dove- lite, o'er his head, 
Fast by the banks of Fordan's sacred stream, 
Thy mantling wings diffus'd their heav'nly hues; 
And ABBA glorify'd his only Son, | 
Well pleased from thy tongues of cloven fire 
Kindled, the nations burn'd in flaming zeal, 
And unextinguish'd charity dispers'd, 
And glowing as the summer blaze at noon. 
The rushing winds, on all their wings convey'd 
The doctrine, strong to shake the guilty soul; 
As, erst, the dome, low stooping to its base, 
Before thy mighty firecence learn'd to bend. 
Thou, from the morning womb, upon our souls, 
Barren and dry, thy sanRifying dews, 
Abroad in silent softness shed'st : the des 
Of love unspotted, uncorrupted joy; 
Obedient goodness, temperance subdu'd; 
Unshaken faith, and meekness without guile! 
Hence flow the odours out, our pray'rs perfume, 
Like incente, rising fragrant on the throne 
From golden phials pour'd by elder hands! 
Extinct thy influential radiance, Sin, 


Incumbent 
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Incumbent on the soul, as black as hell, 

Holds godless anarchy: by thee refin'd, 

Incens'd, sublim'd and ganCtify'd,. the soul 

Invites the Ho LI EST (O abyss of love!) 

To choose a tenzſle purer than the sun, 

Incorruptible, formed not by hands, 

Where best he loves to dwell.— Thou all my bed, 

Most holy Comforter ! in sickness smooth'd, 

And violet buds and roses, without thorn, 

Shower'd round the couch. From darkness, and the 
vale | 

Of shadowy death, to pastures fair, and streams 

Of comfort, thy refreshing right-hand led 

My wearied soul, and bath'd in health and joy? 


To light restor'd, and the sweet breath of heav'n, 

Beneath thy olive boughs, in plenteous flow, 
The golden oil effusing on my head 

Of gladness, let me sit and sing, 

Thy num'rous Godhead sparkling in my soul, 
Thyself instilling praises, by thy ear 

Not unapprov'd! for wisdom's steady ray, 

T' enlight'ning gift of tongues, the sacred fires 
Of poegy are Nine, united Three ! 

FaTHER of heav'n and earth! coeval Sox! 
And co· existing SRT! Tinal One ! 
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PIOUS ASPIRATION. 


I Lift my heart, I lift my eyes, 
Beyond yon bright etherial skies, 
Up to the heavens, where Jesus shines 
In power and majesty divine! 


My soul with ardent zeal aspire 
To this fair object of desire; 

Nor let the world, with all its toys, 
Tempt thee to slight eternal joys. 


One ray from his refulgent light 

Will ravish all my powers of sight; 

I pant, I long, I thirst to see 

One sacred smile, my Lord, from thee 


The shining moon, without this view, 
Wears but at best a dismal hue; 

Each prospect's dark without my God, 
When I'm deny'd a look of love. 0 


Dear Lord, in splendour now appear; 
Bid doubts depart, and anxious fear: 
Descend, blest Comforter, and shine, 
And give me faith to call thee mine 


I long to mount the starry sky, 
And view my Saviour eye to eye; 
With rapid force I'd wing my way 2 
To realms of bliss, unclouded day. 


Z. A. 
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AN ESSAY ON LOVE TO GOD. 


Talk they of morals? O thou bleeding Love ! 

Thou maker of new morals to mankind, 

The grand morality-is LOVE of THEE! 
NicuTTnrovuGaTs, No. 4. 


Love to God is the eſſence of perſonal reli- 

gion; without it the moſt ſplendid profeſſion is un- 
fatisfying and vain, It will be our attempt in this 

eſſay to explain the principles on which God has 

N a right 
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right to demand our dion, and the felieity 

by. that man who loves the Lord with all his heart. 
I. From the natural relation which ſubſiſts R 
tween God and the creature, he has a right to de- 
mand our affections. When the Almighty form- 
ed man, he enriched his ſoul with a propenſity to 
love; and upon the exerciſe of this paſſion the baſis 
of human happineſs was formed. Love is the moſt 
ſenſible, operative, viſible paſſion of the human 
ſoul, and leads every other in its train; in the 
exerciſe of this our firſt parents, in their primeyal 
Nate, graſped the viſion of JEHov AH, as the God 
of univerſal Nature, and thereby experienced the 
moſt inconceivable delight. This claim is conſiſt- 
ent with the honour of God, and the intereſt of 
his creature, and is ſupported by an holy and an 
inflexible /aw; the tenor of which is, Thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with 
all thy foul, and with all thy farength, Deut. vi. 
4, 5- Adam, in Paradiſe, did thus love the Lord 
his God; but, on the entrance of fin, the know- 
ledge of God was turned into darkneſs, the affec- 
tions were contaminated, enmity reared its baneful 
head, and man fled with precipitation from the 
voice of his Maker. Nor was this change in Adam's 
heart peculiar to him alone—by his diſobedie nee 


many were made ſinners. Rom. v. 19. The carnal 
mind 
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mind 1s enmity againſt God; it is not ſubject to 
the law of God, neither indeed can be. Rom. 
vii. 7. Jeſus ſaid unto the Jews, I know ye that 
je have not the love of God in you. John v. 42. 
Thus, although man be under a natural and moral 
obligation to love God, and the divine right to the 
creature's affections ſtill abides, the fact is too 
ſtubborn to be denied, that mankind, uriverſally ſo 
by nature, are lovers of pleaſure more than lovers 


if God. 2 Tim. iii. 4. Let the reader apply this | 


to his own heart, and aſk, „Have I loved the 
Lord with all my hegrt, with all my ſoul, and with 
all wy ſtrength?” Surely he has not. This view 
of human nature calls for deep humiliation. Not 
to love God is to be deſtitute of a pure fountain 


o-happineſs, and to be expoſed to the awſul pe- 


nalty of death, annexed to the law of our Sove- 


reign. Glory be to God, that GRACE has reſtor- 


ed what NATURE loſt! Therefore, 
II. God claims the affections of his people from 
the principle of their ADOPTION to HIMSELF in 


Cuxlsr IEsvs flowing from the good pleaſure of 


his will. Eph. i. 5. This, though unintelligible to 
nature, is the grand theme of revelation, and is the 
only way in which the depraved ſinner can be 
brought to love the Lord with delight. It was the 
act of the FATHER to adopt; IE sus engaged to 


aſſume 
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aſſume our nature, bear our ſins, magnify the lay; 
of love which we had violated, atone for fin by 
the ſhedding of his blood, and prove our adoption 
in HIMSELF worthy the attributes of IEHOVAH. 
The $PIRIT of ADOPTION, in the fulneſs of 
time, 1s ſent into the conſcience of a redeemed fin- 
ner, ſhews him his condemnation for ſin, teſtifies 
of Chrift as a complete Saviour, ſheds abroad the 
love of God in his heart, and enables him to ap- 
proach and enjoy God as his father. Gal. iv. 4—6. 
Rom. v. 5. How different is the ſtate and ſenſi- 
bility of ſuch a man to what they were! The en- 
mity of his hear is ſlain; he feels the force of re- 
conciliation to God, and enjoys peace in his con- 
ſcience; he neither boaſts of loving God upon the 
principles of nature, nor cavils at adopting grace, 
but exults in the everlaſting, diſtinguiſhing love of 
FATHER, Sox, and SPIRIT to him; by which 
he is brought to know and feel the ſweets of loving 
God. He that enjoys but the ſmalleſt degree of 
love to God, though he may not to be able to re- 
cite any remarkable circumſtances in his conver- 
ſion, is able to tell you that there was a time when 
he did not know nor love God; and what little he 
now enjoys is the fruit of great grace. Thus, we 
love Gop becauſe he firſt loved us, ſent his Sox 


to die for us, and then gave us his SPIRIT, to 
FL vnite 
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anite our hearts in love to himſelf, bearing teſti- 
mony that unleſs God had thus loyed us we never 
ſhould have been reſtored to enjoy the ſweets of 
love to him. To this we add, 


III. Gop, as the REDEEMER of his people, 


has a right to their affections, from their perſonal 
ſurrender of themſelves to him, as the fruit of his 
own grace. That heart which reviews its own 


native wretchedneſs by tranſgreſſion, contemplates 


the boundleſs love of God in his falvation, and 18 
brought nigh, by the blood of CHRIST, to enjoy 
the ſmiles of the EVERLASTING FATHER, Te- 
members that he is not his own, but bought with 
« price. He approaches the Lord by faich and 
prayer, and adopts the language of David: Ito 
thine hand I commit my ſpirit, for thou haſt re- 
deemed me, O Lord God of truth. Pf. xxxi. 5. 


In theretired chamber, at the water of baptiſm, at 
the gates of Zion, and at the table of the Lord, 


the Chriſtian, in lively emotions of heart, reſigns 
himſelf to be the Lord's for ever: No part of re- 


vealed truth but he receives in the love of it; no 


command which dropped from his Saviour's lips, 
whether for private or public obedience, but is em- 


braced with affection; no croſs, no ſuffering, but 


What he cheerfully welcomes; knowing that the 


many waters of affliction cannot quench the flame 
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of his love to God, neither can the floods of temp- 
tation drown it. Sol. Song viii. 7. For the truth of 
theſe obſervations I appeal to the ſcriptures, and to 
the experience of the Chriſtian reader. You have 
not repented giving your hand and heart to #1» 
who bought you with his blood. From the principle 
of your ſurrender to God he addreſſes you, My ſon, 
give methine heart. Prov. xxiii. 26. This claim 
is founded upon your /onfhip, and is ſupported by 
God's endearing relation to you as your father in 
Chriff. Frequently, in duty and in trial, in pro- 
vidence and in conſcience, Chriſt addreſſes you in 
his language to Peter, Love thou me more than 
theſe ? John xxi. 15—17. As the High Prieſt un- 
der the law bore the names of the Hebrew tribes 
upon his breaſt- plate, ſo Jeſus, the great HIo 
PRIEST of our profeſſion, bears his people upon 
his heart; and by the methods of his grace he 
makes them to enjoy the comfort of that privilege, 
and then claims their hearts for himſelf. 
Let us now take theſe three parts of our ſubject, 
and view them as containing the principles of na- 
tural and revealed rekgion, On the principles of 
adopting grace, the obligation of nature's law is 
not annihilated; but eſtabliſhed. Grace reſtores 
what nature loſt by fin. Though the honours of 
nature are reſtored by the obedience of Chriſt, and 


our 
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dur afſections claimed by the Lord, remember it is 
by the diſplay of adopting grace alone. You be- | 
hold God not as Creator only, but in the new, 
eternal relation of your Father in Chriſt. - You 
never can be too well eftabliſhed in this important 
truth. Not viewing the believer's love, as flowing 
from his adoption, is the principal cauſe of blend- 
ing law and goſpel, nature and grace, obligation 
and privilege, together; and, from this almoſt every 
other error proceeds. By the goſpel your obedi- 
ence is directed into a new channel, and flows 
from the precious love of Chrift : you are aCtuated 
by new motives, have new ſources opened for your 
perſeverance in holy obedience, and a ſure and cer; 
tain proſpect of receiving the end of your faith, 
in the final falvation of your ſoul. 1 Pet. i. 9. 
Let them, ſaid Deborah, that love the Lord, 
be as the ſun when he goeth forth in his might. 
Judges v. 31. How pleaſing the emblem to de- 
(cribe the "kipplnels of that man who loves the 
Lord with all his heart! like the sur in the fir- 
mament, he ſtands: a monument of JEHovAan's 
wiſdom and almighty power! As at the brightneſs 
of the /un the ſtars withdraw their light, ſo the 
redeemed of the Lord, waſhed in the blood of the 
Lamb, cloathed with the immaculate righteouſneſs 
of the God-man Chriſt Jeſus, and repleniſhed with 
his 
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his everlaſting love, outvies the formal moraliſt in 
pure obedience, and eventually he ſhall outſhine 
+ the angels in the height of glory above !—As the 
SUN purſues his courle, and. rœjeices as a flrong 
man to run a race, though. ſtorm and tempeſt fill 
the {ky; ſo the man that loves the Lord ſhall per- 
ſevere through the raging tempeſts produced by 
earth and hell; and the black clouds of affliction 
which ſurround him, hall only tend to make him 
thine the brighter Not as an idle ſpectator the 
SUN is placed in the centre of the mundane ſyſtem, 
but governing the ſurrounding planets, while his 
bright beams pierce through all the ſkies; like the 
man who loves the Lord, placed in ſociety, diffu- 
ſes his knowledge, candour, truth, benevolence, 
and zeal, for the happineſs of all around !—In one 
inſtance, however, the emblem fails. The period 
will arrive when that great ſource of light and heat 
ſhall ſet to riſe no more, and be loſt amidſt the 
wreck of nature: But the righteous ſhall ſhine 
forth as the ſun in the kingdom of their Father, 
for ever and ever. Mat. xiii, 43. : 
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THE FIGHTING PRELATE. 


KN Richard I. in one of his battles with the 
French, took Philip de Dreux, Biſhop of Beauvais, 
priſoner. The Pope interceded for his liberty, in 
a letter, wherein he ſtiled the fighting Biſhop A 
dearly beloved fon. The King, by way of anſwer, 
ſent the Biſhop's ſuit of armour, ſtained with blood 
and covered with duſt, to the Pope, and aiked him, 
et ier he knew his ſon's coat or n The 
Pope was aſhamed at the fight, and left the Biſhop 
to Richard”s mercy.—A leſſon this to POLITICAL 
CLERGY, to turn their attention wholly to their 
Maſter's kingdom, which is not of this world, and 


o be perſuaded, that God can govern the nations 


of the carth without their aid. 


323 


nn; — 5 —— 


DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REGENERA- 


TION AND CONVERSION. 


RecmeratION is the Ac of God, as 
the God of all grace, turning to the ſinner, who, 
by nature, is dead in treſpaſſes and ſins—quick- 
ening the conſcience forming a principle of ſpiri- 


tual 
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tual life, with all its habits, ſeparate, and as diſting 


from the old body of /in, as the ſoul itſelf is from 
the animal body. Titus iii. 5. Eph. ii. 1. John iii. 6, 
x John iii. 9. The Image of God is formed upon 
this new creature, in embryo, as much as the hu- 
man fœtus poſſeſſes all the habits, parts, and paſſions 
of man. Eph. iv. 24. Col. in. 10. Rom. viii. 20. 
Power, unfelt before, is now experienced—a con- 
flict commences in the conſcience, between this 
new life and the body of /in—a deſire is produced, 
accompanied with an ability to turn unto God as 
the fountain of mercy, and to oy the light, the 
exerciſe, and the pleaſures, connected with a ipin- 
tual ſtate of exiſtence. Pf. exvi. 4. Acts ix. 6. 
— ConversION is the ſpiritual deliverance of 2 
foul from a ſtate of regeneration, and is therefore 
called a birth. John iii. 3—5. It is the motion of 
the living ſoul turning to God; and the exertion of 
ſpiritual life embracing God, as he is revealed in the 
ſcriptures, as the believer's happy portion in Chriſt 
Jefus, as much as by natural inſtin& the new-born 
infant applies for ſuſtenance to its mother's breaſt. 
Jer. xxxi. 18. Sam. iii. 24. Now, the Image of 
God is diſplayed in obedience; and life becomes 
ſenſibly evident in the exeroiſe of all its faculties. 
Gal. v. 22. Therefore, he that is regenerated hall, 
in 15 time, be converted to a life ot * 


POCKET LIBRARY. 155 


God; for God cannot have a /{i//-born child; us 
work is perfect. Deut. xxxii. 4. Eccl. xi. 5. 


To theſe obſervations may be added In REOGE- 


XERATION the finner is paſſive; in CONVERSION 
he is adde. REGENERATION is, by the ſecret 
operation of God's holy {pirit, alone; ConveR- 
$10N is enjoyed by the ſame Spirit, through the 
mean of the word of truth. REGENERATION 1s 


once, and for ever; CONVERSION is frequently 


zeceſſary. Luke xxii. 32. James v. 19. Let no 
man think of conver/ion, until he be firſt regene- 
rated: Life muſt be given before life can either be 
exerciſed or enjoyed. Matt. xviii. 3. This great 
work, of regeneration and conver/ion, flows from 
the everlaſting Love of the FATHER, through 
tae Perſon of his SON CHRIST JESUS; and is 
produced in the ſoul of guilty man, by the ſove- 
reign, inviſible operations of the HOLY GHOST, 
ſer. xxxi. 3. Eph. ii. 10. John iii. 5, 6. 


De 
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ANECDOTE OF THE LATE KING OF 
; SWEDEN. 


Ty late King of Sweden was, it ſeems, bl 
der great impreſſions of ſpiritual religion for ſome 


ime before his death. A peaſant being once, on a. 
particular 
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particular occaſion, admitted to his - preſence; the 
King knowing him to be a perſon of ſingular piety, 
aſked him What he took to be the true nature 
of faith? The peaſant entered deeply into the 
ſubject, and much to the King's comfort and ſatis. 
faction. The King at laſt, lying on his death. bed, 
had a return of his doubts and fears, as to the ſafety 
of his ſoul; and ſtill the ſame queſtion was perpe- 
tually in his mouth to thoſe about him, What is 
real faith 2” His attendants adviſed him to ſend 
for the Archbiſhop of Up/ſall; who, coming to 
the King's bed-ſide, began, in a learned, logical 
manner, to enter into the ſcholaſtic Definition of 
Faich— The Prelate's Diſquiſition laſted an hour. 
When he had done, the King ſaid, with much ener- 
gy, “ All this is ingemious-but not comfortable; 'ti 
not what I want—Nothing, after all, but the Fr 
mer's Faith will do for me.” 


QUESTIONS 
NECESSARY FOR MINISTERS. 


I. 1 my motives for the Goſpel Miniſtry of 
a ſiniſter nature, either ſeeking the ſupport,” or en- 
riching myſelf or family? for it is recorded, ſome 


take the overſight * i he Hock for filthy 2 
ac; 
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fake; and others cry, Put me into the Prisfi's 
Nee, I pray thee, that'T nahen W of b nde 
i Pet. v. 2. 1 Sam. ii. 3 £09 

II. Am ] aſſured that God bath cilia de by 
bis grace changed my naturally depraved heart, 
and, by his word and Spirit, introduced me to the 
privileges of Ins beheving family? Unleſs I am 
called as a Chriſtian, I have no warrant to believe 
that I am called as a Miniſter of IT 12 L 15, 
16. 2 Cor. iv. r — 

III. When firſt * the miniſtry, were I 
deeply impreſſed with 3 ſenſe of human miſery, 
the virtues: of the croſs of Cliriſt, and an anxious 
deſire fer the converſion of finners? And have 
theſe important truths; incrbaſed in: my eſtimation, 
and been operative SRO STO mo- 
ment? 2 Cor. v. 11, 12, 20. 7 

IV. Am I conſcious that we only by the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit that my labours can be 
made efficacious te! men? +cThat,, although the 
A be my duty, the holy work, on fouls is 
Gos? And in conſequence/of Which, de I ha- 
bitvally feel myſelf as clay in che hand of che pot · 
ter, and as a pen in the hand of a ready writer, 
that God alone may be exalted in his own fer vice? 
> Tamas iy. bn Phil. iv. oy | 
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V. Am I conſcious that I am not as thoſe who 
corrupt the ward of God, handle it deceitfully, and | 
walk in craftineſs; but renounce the hidden 
of diſhoneſty, and, by manifeſtation of the truth, 


commend myſelf to every man's conſcience in the | 


fight of God? And, in my duty, as à miniſter, do 


I perſevere, regardleſs either of the' ſmiles or the 


frowns of men, and ſtudy to approve myſelf unto 
Chrift, my ſovereign ord and only Maſter? 2 
Cor, ii li, 17. iv. 1, 2. 2 Tim. ii: 14. Acts xx. 14. 

VI. Is it my daily delight to maintain commu- 
nion with Gol as the center of my mercy; my joy, 
and my home? - And'is it there that I receive my 


meſſage for the flock, and beg mat the truth en- 


vey to others may diſtil as the dew upon my own 
ſoul; thus feeding the people' with that ſacred food 


of which I myſelf have handled, felt, taſted, eaten, 


and FRAY bn foul? Jonas 1 2 3 1 John 
LSD 7109.9 T7 TEN 

VIE Do! with 2 ence look Wien to that 
ſolemn day when 1 muſt give an account of my 
p, weet the ſouls WI were commitel 
to my care, and expect an admifHon to the ternal 
manſions of "gory? er v. 10. „ xi. 17. 
AGs XX. 24% g CL $408 L145 n . 


r vt c 
* ; 4 fel $5 z 7 vp $ . s 
_— wad ' & 1 4 "S774 
y * * * % 7 > coi 4 + - "6.4; 5 1 £ 4 4 by 75 1 5 x La 4 GY i F as 
& #15 ”> | 


A SINGULAR 


POCKET LIBRARY. 


111 $3 13 1 10 JE 3.94: 


en 0 INGULAR |. 
INSTANCE OF CONVERSION. _ 


«34 : 


„ „ oa 


Mes. Mary \ now of New-York, was 
a perſon, like too many others, who hved a life 
of diſobedience, without the knowledge of God, 
or hope in Chriſt.” | Immediately on the deliyery of 


her fourth child, it was ſeized with violent fits; and 


as it lay at its mother s lide, with its eyes darted 
upward and its hands clenched, the mother, while 
beholding the child's agony, ſaid, Can it be pray- 
ing? No, thought ſhe, it has no fin of its own 
to pray for. Inſtant *. 4 thought darted to her 
mind, ſwift as the thing. from the eaſt, —T] he 
child is praying for its ungodly mother, that never 
yet prayed for herſelf In a few hours the child 
died. The conviction of diſobedience and guilt, 
however, lived within the mother's breaſt, and pro- 
duced a viſible reformation.of life. Some time after 
the obtained a ſenſe of pardon in the blood of the 
Lamb, and for ſeveral, years ſince bag walked 
worthy of her chriſtian profeſſion. 
How wonderful are he ways of the Almighty! | 
and how rich his grace to ſinners] Mrs. G. could 
not read: The child muſt be how, however ſhort, 
30 live long enough to be the ſilent bearer of a ſo- 
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lemn meſſage to the mother's heart, and 1 to 


cloſe its eyes in Nn as having eng more to 
do on earth! 92 4 
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FEMALE DOMESTIC EDUCATION. 


P 


Dialogue betegeen, a 1 and her: Davglo 


Mother. My der, 8 retire Fl 


the dining-table; leave your father and his friends 
VAI ee e apt 
garden ? Nr E's =__ OY 
Daughter. lam hopyy, Matar, no 
your propoſall. | 
Mother. How beanctal d is at of a 
How fragrant the fcent of that nn * 
a charming ro/e is this! i 
Daughter. No flower- ſeems to engage my at- 
tention equal to bis eee eee 
lively its colours ? RE 
Mother. Charmin indeed! WEST 


blem of the fading beauties of human nature ! Man 
cometh up as a flower, and is cut down. Job xIv- 
2. How promiſing in his advance ! How delightful 
his bloom! How ſhort its duration How ſoon, 
| a fag; may the beauties of youth, like the 


leaves | 
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leaves of yonder roſe, fade, aud moulder in the 
zuſt Wet us enter the grove, and enjoy the cool: 
ing ſhade. How agreeable this arbour 

| Daughter. Charming retreat indeed I wiſh | 
had a book to read. — 

Mother. Let us take a ſeat, my Aa e 
will avail myſelf of this retired ſpot, and echiverſe 
with you upon a ſubject that concerns your wel- 
are.--As ybu have now finiſhed your education 
at the boarding- ſchool, I with _ een an 
acquaintance with domeſtic life. 

Daughter. I think, Madam, my aud has 
ſuffciently inſtructed me in plain and ornamental 
needle- work; and if you have no objection, I 
ſhould be pleaſed to ſpend my time in reading a 
very fine ſet af novels, Which Mr. Lovewell has 
obligingly offered me - Miſs Amelia tells me ſhe has 
derived great pleaſure from the peruſal of them. 

Mother. In the paſt experience of nay» life, I 
have found, my child; that the choice of books 
were as cautiouſly to be ſelected as. our compa- 
nions ; and, that they have an equal tendency, either 
to vitiate the mind, or mend the heart. However 
new or alluring the publi ication, I have always 
found in thoſe novels a golden bait; ſuited to the 
youthful breaſt, und which diffuſes the baneful 
boiſon of diſſipation; and, as thoſe volumes are 

on * generally 
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generally formed from fiction, there are books of 
truth and refinement, more worthy of your-pery- 
ſal; a liſt of which I will write you at t my leiſure. 
But, Eliza, you perfectly miſunderſtood me, when 
1 recommended to you the ſtudy of doineſtic life. 
I know your competency in needle- work; but, 
ſhould you live, and be favoured with a virtuous 
huſband, he will certainly expect ſomething more 
from you than ſimply making him a ſhirt. With 
ſuch a qualification only I do not think a woman 
worth a prudent man's acceptance; nor would ſuch 
an one cut a very good figure in a family. It is 
not only neceſſary for a mother to ſet at her table, 
and partake of an agreeable repaſt with her chil- 
dren, or her friends, but ſhe ſhould know the pre- 
paration of every diſh that may be placed upon it. 
Daughter. La, mamma, yeu did not mean to 
ſend me into the kitchen, did you? {M/s flirts 
her fan, and throws back the n 10 1 . 
as a mark of dijſapprobation.} 
Mother. Moſt certainly I did, my dear; not 
as a ſervant, but as wee pry oo t a 
place of ſervitude, but as in a ſchool. 
- Daughter. Do you think, mamma, pa Mis 
Say means to ſend Maria and Charlotte into the 
kitchen? They tell me their father has bought for 
aun a ms of n. tinely bound; andd the la- 


08 - 
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dies are now to receive company, and make vitits, 
to prepare them for polite life. 
Mother. To make and receive rien are r 
neceſſary for young perſons, when properly ſelect- 
ed and virtuouſly conducted: nor do I wiſh, my 
daughter, that, on your return from the boarding- 
ſchool, you ſhould find a priſon in your father's 
houſe. Mrs. Gay's mode of introducing her 
daughters into life may make them fine ladies, but 
cannot make them good wives or valuable mothers ; 
nor can ſuch a domeſtic education, if fuch it may 
be called, promiſe any real benefits to ſociety.— 


Your expectations, like the young ladies you juſt 


named, may be placed upon the gift of a fortune 
by your father: but, my child, Providence, by va- 
rious viciſſitudes, may deprive your parent of an 
ability to gratify you. In ſuch a caſe, it will be 
my ambition, that you be miſtreſs of that know- 
ledge, prudence, and induſtry, that. may recom- 
mend you to public attention. A man may ſpend 
a woman's fortune ; but her domeſtic accompliſh- 


ments will ever. remain a. yaluable agquiſition. tc to 


herſelf and to her family. | 0 
Daughter. Madam, your arguments 0 a 
deep impreſſion upon my mind; and as I know 
Jou love me, it ſhall. be my ha nt to ſubmit to 
wy inſtruction. 5 eee ie 
| . 
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Mother. As a proof of my affection for. you, 
my daughter, I have prepared a plan for your do; 
meſtic conduct here it is, and I wiſh n 
it dq me.. un, roads.) Nan CE 


Plan OP . 5 for a, 5 Eliza Sanur 
n By her affettionate mether. 5 


By leave of the Almighty ariſe at fix in the 
morning in ſummer,” and at ſeven in winter: in- 
ſtandly on being dreſſed read a pſalm, and as God 
may help you, acknowledge, by prayer, the pro- 
tection of his hand through the night, and beſeech 
his ſmiles through the day. Now, adjuſt your 
chamber, nor ſuffer one article,; from the bed to the 
floor, to eſcape your attention; then, if you chuſe, 
as the weather may permit, take a turn in the gar- 
den, employ your needle, or read nen, | 
in a profitable volume. 4 
At eight o'clock, as. uſual, you ni: wait on 
your father for family prayer ;—ear your breakfaſt 
with cheerfulneſs and gratitude, and then you ſhall 
receive from my hand a #411 of fare for dinner, 
With chis | Kusel £14 bein 
You will enter the Wia addreſs the 3 
rnb beneach your gotice, nor as your equals; | 
but with- that pleaſing affability which-may at once 
gain = their attention and eſt6em.” '1Caretully 


N As 1 * obſerve 
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obſerve the neceſſary preparations, mark every 
procedure, examine the nature and qualities of 
every article for the table—the manner and the 
time of drefling ;—nor ſtand as ſpectator only; ac- 
cording to your ability put your hand to the paſte, 
the jellies, or the ſoups, that on any neglect or 
change of ſervants, you may gratify your father's 
table with a ſupply. —Should any tradeſmen enter 
the kitchen, while you are preſent, conduct towards 
them with all courteſy, leaſt they ' ſhould” imagine 
pride to have been your acquifition at the boarding- 


| ſchool. To affiſt you in the kitchen, you ſhall 
receive from me an excellent volume on dans art t of 


cookery. SEED IF * W % fb 


Now, you may eter to your: chase, change 
your apparel, and be ready for che table. 
After dinner, there are ſo many innocent, uſeful; 


plealing ways for improving your time, I can 


ſcarce give you a full enumeration ;—reading, mu- 
lic, drawing, writing, needle-work, walking, viſit- 


ing. Among the many | pleafing employments, 


however new, I muſt recommend you one, taught 


me by my pious, honoured father. We are, my 


child, ſurrounded with many honeſt, induſtrious 
poor; theſe, on every flight indiſpoſition of their 


families, are unable to employ. a phyſician's aid. 


Akhough I do not expect you to ſtudy, or be a 
proficient 
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proficient in Materia Medica, I with you ta ſtudy 
the nature and utility of thoſe common, ſimple me- 
dicines, ſuited to the ordinary complaints of human 
nature; nor need I mention thoſe more incident to 
your own ſex. I will affer you my afſiſtance in 
this undertaking, and give you leave to prepare for 
your cloſet an aſſortment of fuch jellies as the poor 
are. unable to provide; and in the diſtribution of 
theſe, you will be productive of more rr to 
others, and create more ſublime ſatisfaction, than 
in reading Tom Jones, the Arabian Night's Enter- 
minment, or paſſing the rounds of diſſipation. 
As wich you to commence my homſe-beeper, | 
ſhall, on a Monday, give you ſuch a portion of 
money as may anſwer the tradeſmen's.demand'the 
enſuing week; de expenditures of which you wil 
accurately. enter every evening, and make a final 
ſettlement with me on the Saturday. This wil 
have a tendency to lead you itito the ently of 
the markets, and preſerve you in the habit of vi. 
ing and arithmetic; while it will afford ine a defir- 
able opportunity to. preſent you wich ſuch tokent 
of my approbation, as t n and 2257 at- 
fetion may dictate. | fat 

The employments of Sx e mill be r. va· 
riaus : 175 father and e will be often de- 

WI % 2.9 - Jightes 
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lighited by your 11 


* 'q att we) Fi 
of muſic. © * oh 


After your father has di {charged the OY of the 


evening, and by prayer committed his family to the 
protection of the Almighty, you can retire to your 
chamber, where, after adjuſting your apparel with 
neatneſs and care, you will, J hope, commit your- 
ſelf, by prayer, into the hand of that God who 
alone muſt prove the guide of your youth and the 


ſtrength of your growing years. 695 


Daughter. | Dear mamma mma, I return you my af- 


fectionate thanks for this expreſſion of your mater- 
nal care, and hope to nike: N ſmall r return by 
my obedience. ; 

Mother. At fome Kath re aneh (att wiſh, my 
child, to enter into converfation with you upon a 
ſubject ſtill more important.” As the afternoon de- 
clines, we will return by way of the kitchen-gar- 
den. How agreeable | the ſpot! How richly ſtored 
with vegetables! How carefully our induſtrious 
gardener's hand hath paſſed over the beds! Not a 


weed appears and every crop is fo accurately ad- 
Juſted as to afford the higheſt ſatisfaction. Thus, 


you ſee, my daughter, as we entered, we were en- 
tertained with the beauties of the flower- garden; as 
we retire, we are encouraged by the kitchen-garden 
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ro expect a rich ſupply for our family.—80, ny 
daughter, may you add the induſtrious houſe-wif 
to the accompliſhed . lady, and. afford the moſt 
Pleaſing ſatisfaction to your parents. 
8 To ” continued. 4 


(5407 1 SPECIMEN or A DIARY. 
MONDAY MORNING. | 


Grant I may ever, at the morning ray, 

| Open with prayer the consecrated day; 

Tune Thy great frraice, and bid my wut arixe, 

And with the mounting Sun ascend the _ 71 

As that advances, let my zeal imfirove, . | 

And glow with ardour of toncummate Mk 1 

Nor ceate at eve, but with the Setting Sun 

„ endless "_ shall be still begun. + 
| Dr. Yo VN 6. 


* 


3 well unfolds its buſy; Goes! 
Yet, i in dyiſdom are its events concealed ; nor dare 
once preſume to ſearch the ſegret will of. God. 
Enough, my God is wiſe—he cannot err. His 
goodneſs, too, forbids him to be unkind in all he 
may vouchſafe to do. Come, then, my ſoul; let 


hope or fear, pleaſure or. pain, ſickneſs or heat 
profit 
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profit or loſs, lite or death, await my ſteps the 


opening week; to all I cheerfully reſign, while 


Chriſt is mine and I am his. Let me then reſolve, 
reſolve with patience, to run the race now ſet be- 
fore me, looking-unto Jeſus, the author and finiſher 
of my faith. O!] let the recolleCtion of that rich 
plenitude of goodneſs, hitherto attendant on my path, 
prompt me to advance; for as my day, my ſtrength 
ſhall be. How animated 1n this reſolve, from the 
pleaſures yeſterday derived from the Lord on Lion's 
holy hill! There God was known as a ſure re- 
fuge; and there I beheld the beauties of my Sa- 
viour, and triumphed in his love! Preſerved 
| through the dangers of the night, to behold another 
riſing ſun, what gratitude is due to my almighty 


Lord! O] let them deeply impreſs my heart, and 


prompt my ſoul afreſh to walk with God. Come, 
bleſſed Saviour; whatever may now await my ſteps, 
do thou afford thy friendly aid, and grant thy 
ſweeteſt ſmiles! Truſting to myſelf, I ſhall ſurely 
err, wander from thy embraces, and deeply wound 
my heart. Ten thouſand ſnares await without, 
while ten thouſand- greater evils lurk within my 
breaſt, to tempt my feet in paths of guilt. O thou 
Keeper of Iſrael! into thine arms I commit my 
ſoul. In thy ſtrength I will now advance, and this 

EET * | day 
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day ſtrive to live to Thee as though wich it] mar 
cos my mortal life. 


* 


ö NOON . 


' How inſenſibly the buſy world ſteals upon the 
foul! How extremely hard is it to uſe the world 
with my hand, and leave the heart entire for God! 
In the morning, how compoſed and reſolute was 
my frame] I thought nothing ſhould this day diſ- 
turb my tranquility—but it ſeems I am too ſoon 
irritated, and taken off my guard by the various 
buſineſs of the day. How much happier are thoſe 
who move in an humble, private ſphere, than ſuch 
whoſe backs are loaded with ten thouſand cares, 
which muſt eventually be all thrown into the grave, 
if not before reduced by ſome. trying Providence 


Lord, teach me the vanity and danger of tranſitory | 


bliſs, and the infinite importance of. a future ſtate! 
Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve my ſteps in 
every worldly path. Caſt thou thy facred ſmiles 
upon my heart, and they ſhall draw my ſoul to 
Thee, and make me more than bleſſed. Whom, 
bleſſed Saviour! whom ſhould I have in heaven 
but Thee? and what object ſhould I deſire on 
earth, but thy glorious ſelf? The rich experience 
of thy love is better to me than thouſands of the 
pureſt gold, and ſhall fill my heart with ſolid joy, 


when 
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when the ſtreams of earthly pleaſures run dry.— 
Come, then, thou, my Guide and only Friend, — | 


come, ſupport me through the remaining duties af 
the day, and let the evening cloſe in peace! 


| EVENING. 

Shut the door of worldly thoughts, and learn, 
my ſoul, to cloſe the day with God. But ah] how 
ſtupid is my frame! I would fam review the ſuc- 
ceſſive events of this day—mourn over my follies— 
feel grateful for my mercies—and, in ſweet aſſur- 
ance, caſt myſelf, with all I have, into my Saviour's 
arms. But whence this numbneſs, and amazing 
gloom of mind? Strange, that in fo few hours my 
frame ſhould paſs through ſo many changes! Un- 
certain as the weather I in the morning, a ſerene 
ſky, and a bright riſing ſun ; in the evening, miſt 
and heavy clouds. What a mercy that, although 
I am ſuch a fluctuating creature, God, the Eternal 
God, knows not the ſhadow of a change! Here 
reſts my hope—and from hence will J derive my 
peace. Jeſus, thou art the ſame yeſterday, to-day, 
and for ever. Thou art the true Friend that loyeth 
at all times, the ſun that ever ſhines, though ſtorm 
and tempeſt fill the ſky. While, therefore, bleſſed 
Lord, I would mourn for my dark and diſtreſſing 
trame of mind, I would plead thy unchanging grace 
tO 
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to diſſipate my clouds. May I not aſk for one ray 
of thy light, before I lay me down to reſt Can it 
be well-pleaſing to thee, that I ſhould ſhut my eyes 
in ſleep without a ſmile from thee? Come, Lord, 
though the ſun in the firmament be ſet to our he- 
miſphere, and the time of fleep be come; thou 
canſt ariſe as the glorious Sun of righteouſneſs; 
diffuſe thy joy within my breaſt, and fill my ſoul 
with prayer and praiſe! Thus will I lay me down 
in peace, for thou, Lord, canſt make me dwell in 
ſafety. Thou ſhalt draw the curtains of thy Pro- 
vidence around my bed, and give thine holy angel; 


charge concerning me. If my bed ſhould prove 


my tomb, may I ariſe to a better morning, and 


meet thee in the ſkies! If ſpared to tread again 


the thorny path of life, may I honour thy gracious 
Name, and wait the appointed hour, until my 


change ſhall come. Even ſo, bleſſed Saviour! 


amen. 


ANECDOTE. 


H ENRY I. made the length of his own arm a 

ſtandard meaſure (ſince called a yard) throughout 
England. Oo not bigots act much the ſame part 
in matters of religion? 
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NATURAL HISTORY 


THE FOX. 3 


Tun Fox, in Greek Alopex, in Hebrew Shual, 
s an animal of the dog kind, much reſembling the 
common dog in form, and of the ſize of the ſpa- 
wel. It differs, however, from the common dog in 


the length, denſe diſpoſition, and ſoftneſs of the 


lars, eſpecially thoſe about its tail, which is buſhy, 


and much admired by the animal itſelf, and in cold 


weather wrapped round his noſe; and in its ſmell, 
which is peculiarly rank and ollenſive. It is ſaid, 
P 2 that 
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that the fox makes uſe of its urine, which is re- 
markably fœted, to force the cleanly badger from 
its habitation, and takes poſſeſſion of it for him- 
ſelf. Its uſual colour is a reddith tawny, though 
it is ſometimes found white, and ſometimes black, 
Its manner of digging itſelf a hole in the earth is 
alſo a cuſtom wholly different from all the dog 


kind; and it is far from the tameneſs of that ani- | f 


mal, being with difficulty made to loſe 1 its flerceneſs. 
Of all animals the fox has the moſt ſignificant eye, 
by which it expreſſes every paſhon of love, fear, 
hatred, &c. The fox is a crafty, lively, libidinous 
animal; it breeds only once a year, unleſs ſome ac- 
cident befals its tirſt litter, and brings four or five 
young which, like puppies, are born blind. They 

re diſtinguiſhed by different names: che greyhound 
1 is the largeſt, talleſt, and boldeſt, and will attack 
a grown ſheep or wether: the ma/{:ff fox is leſs, 
but more ſtrongly built: the cur fox is the leaſt, 
forks about hedges and out-houſes, and is the moſt 
pernicious to the feathered tribe. The firſt of theſe 


has a white tip to the tail; the laſt a black. The 


{kin of this animal is furniſhed with a ſoft and warm 
fur, which is frequenily uſed to make muffs, &c. 
The fox in the firſt year is called a cuò; in the 
ſecond a fox; and afterwards an od fox. It is a 
beaſt of chace, uſually oy prejudicial to the huſ- 

a bandman, 
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: bandman, by taking away and deſtroying his lambs, 
geeſe, and poultry; but in vineyards he commits 
the greateſt devaſtation, by eating the grapes and 
deſtroying the vines. His fagacity and genius for 
ſtratagem is peculiarly obſervable in his plunders. 
He is fond of honey; and as the waſps and bees 
faſten on his ſkin, he either drowns them in water, 
or cruſhes them to death by rolling on the ground, 
ill they are forced to leave him in unmoleſted poſ- 
ſeſſion of their cells. The very fretful porcupine, 
in the expanſion of its prickles, he wearies out, by 
his artful and teazing tricks, and then kills and eats 
him. When pinched with hunger, he indiſcrimi- 
nately feeds on quadrupeds, fowls, fiſhes, and veget- 
ables; nothing comes amiſs to him. The common 
way to catch. him is by gins, which being baited, 
and a train made by drawing raw fleſh acroſs his 
uſual paths or haunts to the gin, it proves. | Pa 

ducement to lure him to the place of deſtruꝗ . 
= He is ſometimes taken by hunting, of what ſpx R 
1 the dogs are extremely fond, though it often proves 
eery offenſive to the noſe of the huntſman.. This: 
ercature, on being purſued, ſhews aſtoniſhing: 
powers of running, turning, winding, fighting, and 

eluding the bounds, often urining upon his tale, to. 

ſtrike his purſuers in the face; and when he finds 

hunſelf without farther reſource, he boldly faces 


about, 


3 
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| aborit, calls up his courage, and ſtruggles for his 
life with the no deſperate and bloody reſolution. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


How remarkable is it, that ſuch a creature as 
the fox, ſo ly, even to a proverb, ſo filthy in his na- 
ture, and ſo deſtructive in his life, ſhould be favour- 

ed with ſuch peculiar inſtinct, as to provide him- 
{elf with ſo commodious and fecure an babitation ! 


Yet, infinitely more remarkable, and which clains 


our higheſt aſtoniſhment, IEsus, the Sox or Goo, 
whoſe heart was replete with love, and whoſe hands 


were filled with beneficence to periſhing men, that 
the ADORABLE LoRD, PROPRIETOR of heaven 


and earth, ſo emptied himſelf, and ſubmitted to ſo 
deep a ſtate of poverty, as to compel him to ſay to 
the enquiring ſeribe, Te foxes have holes, and the: 
birds of the air have neſts ; but the Son of Man 
hath no where to lay his head. Matt, vin. 20.— 
Yes, Jeſus left the habitation of his glory, to reſcue 
me from the den of the damned: he denied himſelf 


an habitation on earth, chat he might _ me a. 
manſion in heaven! 


JEsus, the true judge of human nun, com- 


pared Herod, who ſought his life, to a fox, [ Luke 
xiii. 32.] cruel, crafty, bold in rapine. Such are” 
all thofe who wickedly hate the ſheep of Chriſt's 
flock; 
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ak; whoſe crooked; irregular paths of diſobe- 


dience . expoſe them to the curſe of God's law; 
whoſe filthy nature, by ſin, is not changed by grace 


to ſerve the Lord in pleaſurable obedience. —A man 


may have the ſplendour of a Herod, but if not 
changed by grace, he is but a filthy fox ſtill. 


The foxes, and the little foxes, who ſpoil the 
vines with tender grapes, recorded in 2 Sol. Song. 


xv. may intend thoſe falſe Teachers and Profeſſors 
who creep under the fence of God's vineyard, the 
Church, 'to diſturb and deſtroy the ungodly. How 


ly, malignant, voracious, deceitful, and abominably 


filthy are theſe! Ezek. xii. 4. Prov. 30. 12. They 


walk in craftineſs, uſe good words and fair ſpeeches, 
whereby they deceive the hearts of the ſimple. 
Theſe foxes ſhould be taten detected in their firſt 


efforts—drove from the vineyard ; not burned with 


fire and faggot, but taken by prayer to that God 
who can change the fox into a /amb. Wherever, 


and as long as God hath a vine of grace in the 
vineyard of his church, a cub fox, a grown fox, 
or an o/d fox will long for the grapes. 


POETRY. 


p68 


POETRY. 


TO A LADY, ON SEEING HER CLOSET. 
Oi lat to virtue, lost to manly thought, 
Lost to the noble callies of the coul! 
Who think it colitude to be alone. 
Communzon Sweet ! communion large and light f 
Our reason, guardian angel, and our God! 
7. hen pearest these when others. most remote. 
YouNGs. 


Yay, can I enter this sequester'd bow'r, 
Where fair Melodia spends the serious hour, 
And not the humble muse attempt a song? 
A muse, the meanest of the tuneful throng. 


Hail, Meditation! source of sweeter joys 

Than ever sprang from vain Amusement's noise: 
Shunn'd by the giddy, hated by the gay; 
But who fatigued, and who deceiv'd as they ? 


Friendship would wish, nor may it wish in vaio, 
Blessings descending in a numerous train; 
A rich 
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A rich return for ev'ry just desire 
That hence ascends in pure Devotion's fire. 


friendship would wish, Melodia here may find 
peace in her soul, and vigour in her mind: 

A present God, a heaven begun within, 

Faith conquering Fear, and Grace subduing Sin. 


In this retreat may bright Devotion reign, 
With sacred pleasures smiling in her train; 
In this retreat may female genius shine, 
To beautify the sentimental ling. 


Melodia's page can never fail to please, 

bach thought express'd with elegance and ease; 

Her modest wit, .her piety and sense 

Stamp real worth on all imparted hence. * 


Proceed, Melodia, with increasing skill, 

Dispensing pleasure, and improving still; 

but, O ingenious maid! be health your care — 

Prudence forbids your late continuance here. 

May earth detain you long, a useful guest, 

To friends a blessing, and by friendship blest.: 

if cares invade, my inward peace prevail, 

Nor God withdraw, nor closet pleasures fail. 
J., O. 


THE 
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THE GLORY or CHRIST. 


O For a seraph's flaming tongue 
To tell what my Redeemer's done, 
To shew the people all his worth, 
And set the wond'rous Saviour forth. 


Could 1 but paint his paste name, 
Or draw the outlines of his fame, 

The world would sure enamour d de, 

Nor one 2 his . 


Competta by his redeeming love, 7 
He left the blissful choirs above, I. 
Eloped from those triumphant lays 

Which constant echo forth his praise. 


Down to this lower world hes came 

To bear the guilty sinner's shame, 
And carry all that weight of woe 
Which none but God could undergo. 


Thus, having wrought our righteousness, 
And purchas'd by his blood our peace, 
Back to the heavenly realms be fled, 

His people's ever-living Head. 
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And now he intercedes above, 
And still retains the tend'rest love: 


= 9 
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He hears our groans, he notes our sighs, 
And all our needful wants supplies. 


le soon will bid th' archangel come, 
To blow his trump, and call us home; 
His fav'rites then shall mount above, 
And bask for ever in his love. 


For love like this, ye saints, arise 
Superior to all earthly ties: 
Proclaim the Saviour's praise abroad, 
And magnify the Triune God. 


Fr AT ER. 


SPRI NG IMPROVED. 


Tux Winter's past, with all its sable "A 

And blooming Spring once more is seen again; 

Wl Nature reviv'd, appears in beauteous forms; 
Tube rising hills, and the adjacent lawns, 

1 In bri ght prosperity sit smiling round, . 
While woods and groves with joyful shouts resound: 
The fields again renew their verdant green, 

And add fresh grandeur to the pleasing scene; 

The budding tribe are opening into flowers, 
Refresh'd by gentle, salutary showers; 

The mute creation bids our wonder rise, 

In grateſul tributes to the upper skies; 


Q 
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While airy songsters of the woodlands sing 
The auspicious period of returning spring; 
Their warbling notes are tuned in softest lays, 
Vet loudly speak their great Creator's praise; 
Music's soft voice in innocence is heard, 

In grateful echoes to the sovereign Lord. 
Shall man be mute, and not attempt to raise 
A ready tribute to Jehovah's praise; 

Whose matchless goodness bids the Spring to dawy, 
To forward harvest, and revive the corn? 
His tender care provides an ample store, 
Supplies the needy and the neighbouring poor. 
For us this earth performs its annual round, 
And every season knows its utmost bound. 
Awake my soul, let sweet reflection rise 3 
On loftiest wings to yon etherial skies, . 
Where are sweet fields of never fading green, ;I 
No withering joys but perfect bliss is seen. 
Great God my wintry frame I daily mourn, 
Give the command and Spring shall now return: 
Thou Sun of Righteousness arise, and shine 
With bright refulgence on this heart of mine: 
Bid gloomy Winter never more appear, 


But ben 1 bless each revolving year. 
E. E. 


* 
e 
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THE PENITENT RESTORED. - 


' 

Twas in an hour when sin prevail'd, 
And sore temptations prest, 

A sudden groan my ear assail'd, 
And pierc'd my shiv'ring breast. 


I turn'd and shed a pity ing flood 
At what mine eyes survey'd, 

A Prince expiring in his blood, 
And on a cross display d. 


[ knew bim, tho? his thorny crown 
Dimm'd his majestic air: 

And turn'd, demanding with a frown, - 
« What traitor fix'd him there.“ 


No answer to my voice I heard, 
Nor could discern a ſoe! 

When, lo! his fainting head he rear'd, 
And spake in wore) of woe 


& Cease, wretch, from vain inquiry rest, 
My cruel murd'rer see; 


* Thy hands have rent my bleeding breast, 


& And nail'd me to the tree,” 


Trembling I fell, and kiss'd his wounds, 


And wept the gore away; 


183 


I saw- 
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I saw him smooth his killing frowns, 
And heard him gently say:; 


„Rise, let thy heart its grief compose, 
„Thy Saviour can forgive; 

He feels the burden of thy woes, 
And dies to bid thee live.” 
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For me! a wretch so vile and base, 
Shall thy dear blood be shed! 

O doom me to that just disgrace, 
And nail me in thy Stead ! 
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Too 3 my gullt allow'd too long, 
And, O! too oft exprest; 

I fear to think thy love 80 Strong, 
And dare not hope the rest. 


Be husb'd, attend thy Saviour's voice; 
He cries, © My brother, friend!” 

And bid my troubled soul rejoice, 
And all her sorrows end, 


To me he turns, he smiles, he speaks, 
Receive the grace you crave.” —- 

And thus vile sinners still he seks, 
And sceking, loves to save! 


OBITUARY. 


ä 


POCKET LIBRARY. 185 


. RH 
6 + PE - tf — — — 10 , © — 
— ' : 


r 


i ; P 3 


wo . 


ApRlI. 15, 1796, departed this life Mrs. EL I- 
zABETH HARRIOT HAMILTON, an ACTRESS 
on the STAGE in New-York.—Preſuming the 
circumflances atttnding this lady's death may be 
mterefling to the reader, and "as the EDITOR 
carefully preſerved minutes of the converſation 
te had with her, they are now made public. 
On invitation, I viſited Mrs: Hamilton, with 
whom I had an acquaintance for "ſeveral years: 
entering her chamber ſhe thus addrefſed me: Si, 
ever :,] more happy to ſee any one than your- 
ſelf. This with me is a period of diſtreſs. I 
fink fajt into mortality. O what a dark gulph 
appears before me! My foul hath no hope; no, 
nt one ray of-light to cheer my paſſage to eternity. 
The phy fician tells me he can do no more. Then, 
aid I, you need ſomething to bear you above all 
Hat's mortal. O rephed ſhe, I do, I do, indeed ! 
0 that I could with Barnwell ſay, *1 rinD A 
POWER WITHIN, THAT BEARS” MT  SOUL--- 
\BOVE THE FEARS OF DEATH, AND, SPITE OF 
CONSCIOUS SHAME AND GUILT, GIVES MEA 
22 TASTE « 
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TASTE OF PLEASURES MORE THAN MoR TAI. 
G. Barnwell, Act 5. How many times has that 
play been recited, while the heart was a flranger 
ta the ſubject But, I feel my need of mercy to 
bear my guilty ſoul through death, and fit me for 
the ſkies! After reciting to her the fulneſs of 
Chriſt, his ability to ſave, and the conſolations 
with which, even now, he could bleſs her, I prayed 
with her, and. was about to take my leave, when 
ſhe graſped my hand, and with, flowing tears urged 
me to repeat my, viſit: O Sir, who knows —Gid 
may make. you an inſtrument to ſave my guilty 
taul! Aſſuring her that ſalvation, was alone to be 
found in Chriſt, and that it was the office of his 
Spirit to reveal it to her heart, T left her chamber. 
On my ſecond. viſit, interrogating her on the 
ſtate of her mind, the replied, My mind * 18 1LL 
AT: EASE.” O that I hag one glimpſe of hope! 
Darkneſs covers my mind, and I feel more than 
ad amantine hardneſs, within my guilty. heart. 
What a dreadful thing is it. to be on the precipice 
of eternity, to knaw the goſpel, and nat to feel it! 
The religious, education I received from my pa- 
rents, wha were attendants at tlie late Dr. Ma- 
fan's church in this city, now reproves, my ſoul, 
and covers me with fhame. Mere I reſtored ta 
Perfect health, and hoffe ſed. the wealth of 1h 
thauſond 
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thouſand globes, with one ſmile from God I would 


wiſh to depart from this ſcene of woe. Although, 
continued ſhe, my companions who tread the flage 
are not, perhaps, more wicked than others, yes 
aur employ is a path of temptation that precludes 
almoſ# a thought for immortality. Many excel- 
lent morals. are ſot us in the compoſitions we per- 
form, but they are diverted from our hearts. Me 
ſeldom enjoy the ſabbath. On a Saturday we often 
play; fatigued on the ſabbath, we have no ability 
for devation, and are frequently. obliged to learn 
for future play. Thus abſorbed, my ſoul has been 
moſt groſsly neglected. Should I be raiſed again 
from this bed, having. ane ſmile from God, I 
would ſooner beg my bread than tread the fage 
again — Pes, the maſt menial employ ſhall rather 
fill my days, than 4 purſue a path; fa big with ſor- 
row at the end! A cannot but wiſh, if I fhauld: 
be raiſed te health, as life: from the dead, that: 


my future days. may: be emplczed in aduratian of 


my deliverer. Vet, for life am I not anxious. 
Not as 1 will, but as tien wilt, O bleſſod Sa- 


viour ! Only grant me one ſmile from Thee, Tam 


content to. live or die. Could this heart aniſe to 
God cou this foul enjoy liberty with heaven, I 
ſiould not fear to dis. Diſcloſing this ſenſibility 

ot mind, I more fully explained to her the fulneſs 
and 
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and freeneſs of ſalvation, in the perſon, blood, and 
righteouſneſs of the Son of God; to be known and 
enjoyed only by the teaching of the Holy Spirit; — 
that ſinners, like herſelf, the vileſt ſinners, ſenſible 
of their need of mercy, are encouraged, by the 
' promiſes of God, to hope for that inyaluable bleſ. 
ſing. This falvation is worthy a God to provide, 
and neceſſary for a ſinner to receive for eyerlaſting 
happineſs. To this the liſtened with that ſolemn, 
eager attention, that it may be ſaid, her ſoul was 
in her eyes.” Al ſaid ſhe, thts NO OY? ; 
encourages my hope. 5 
On my.next viſt ſhe addrefled me, Sir, 1 * 
as ie ocean, after agitated by tempeſt, and 
caſt into rooling billows, now begins to ſettle into 
a calm —1 feel much compoſed--Numberleſs paſ- 
ſages ſcripture occur to my thoughts; yes, Sir, 
to my guilt and fhame-T ſpeak it, many-promiſes WK 
19W occur, which have not paſſed my-mind for” 3 
many years, and ſeem to draw my diſcimpoſed 4 
heart into a calm. What a mercy is it, ſaid I, 
** that God ſhould reveal to us ſuch promiſes in his 
word! How ungenerous thoſe-who, by ridicule, 
would deprive us of that ſacred volume! But, my 
friend, what paſſages have afforded you-relief ?” — 
True, Sir, replied ſie, were the Bible untrue, 
or removed from me, what could encourage ny. 
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ruilty ſoul that I fhould meet with aparden from 
my Judge] nothing but deep deſpair would hover 
before-my eyes. That paſſage in Lam. iii. 21, 22. 
much encourages me. THIS I RECALL TO MIND, 
THEREFORE HAVE I HOPE, IT 1s OF THE 
LoRD's MERCIES THAT WE ARE NOT CON> 
SUMED, BECAUSE HIS COMPASSION FAIL NOT. 


LET Us REASON TOGETHER, SAITH THE 
LORD; THOUGH YOUR SINS BE AS SCARLET, 
THEY SHALL BE ASWHITE AS SNOW; THOUGH 
THEY BE RED LIXE CRIMSON, THEY SHALL 


and give me ſome proſpett of mercy. The relief 
they have afforded me theſe forty-eight laſt hours, 
1 indeſcribable. O that Feſus would grant me 
ine ſmile, hawever faint; it would be worth more 
to me than millions of worlds! By thinking 
hon the parable of the unjuſt judge, who heard 
the widow's cry, and our Lord's improvement 
upon it, I am encouraged that he will hear me 
alſo. You know, Sir, there is a DOOR, TO HIM 
THAT KNOCKETH LT SHALL BE OPENED, AND 
WHOSOEVER SEEKETH, SHALL FIND. 

On my next vifit I found her mind much dif. 
campoſed ; the cauſe of which was the recollection 


Welt- 


But particularly La. i. 18. COME now AND 


BE AS WOOL. Theſe ſcriptures ſuit my flate, 


of the following cireumſtance:— While in the 
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Weſt-Indies, ſhe was perſuaded, by an Epiſcopai 
clergyman, to receive the Lord's Supper, which, 
ſaid the, was without knowledge and faith inChrift; 
or real love to Him; and which, ſhe concluded; 
ranked her among thoſe who were guilty of the 
body and blood of Chriſt: I informed her, that 
in my early days, through ignorance and perſua - 
fion, I had done fo myſelf: when I was brought to 
the knowledge of the Lord, it deeply impreſſed my 
ſpirits; but, by an application of this ſcripture, 
THE BLOOD oF JEsVsS CHRIST CLEAnstTa MW 
FROM ALL SIN, I enjoy relief. To this ſhe i 
pauſed, Jiſtel up her eyes to heaven, and then pro- 
ceeded: Could I attain one ray of folid hipe; 
enlivencd by faith in Chriſt, I would quit the 
world without a figh: Al times, I feel my heart 
expand to Feſus—T feel I lode him in my heart— 
nay, my foul ſeems full of love; but, at other times | 1 
feel fo full of guilt. and . it bears 1 me dun 4H 
with grief. | 4 
On my laſt viſit I found her Attends by a Phila- W 
dagen friend, who intimated to Mrs. Hamilton 5 
the propriety of her withdrawing, with the nurſe, 
while ſhe converſed with me; to whom ſhe replied, 
No, you need not go out; 1 have nothing to ſay 
that I need be aſhamed of; I have only to tell my 
need of a SaVicur, and there 1 is 10 ſhame in 35 
0 
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She was ſenſible that her end was approaching. At 
intervals, ſhe ſaid, er heart felt a ſecret hope in 
Cod, and a warm love to Chriſt; but was Fre- 
quently ſo muck abſorbed by temptation and pain, 
that none but Chriſt could ſupport her. Still her 
earneſt cry, was for the ſenſible ſmiles of the Sa- 
riour, with which, . ſhe: (aid, | he could inflantly 
reſign her breath.: I told her, neither ſhe, nor I, 
deſerved a ſmile from God; it was a rich mercy if 
he made us ſenſible of our guilt, and led us, by faith 
tor ſalvation, to the bleeding croſs of his Son: if 
this be our caſe, the ſmiles ſhall come by and by. 
0! replied ſhe, it is at the croſs J reſt, and T 
muſt wait and knock until the Lord fhall anſwer. 
] prayed with her, and took my final leave. 
Death now made a -rapid advance; yet Mrs. 
Hamilton ſeemed inceſſant in prayer. Her friend 
informed me, that on aſking her of the ſtate of her 
mind a little before her departure, ſhe replied, 7 am 
ill ſeeking till knocking ! Then lifting up her 


eyes to heaven, and claſping her hands, in ſolemn, 


powerful accents ſhe exclaimed, My God my 
God! am I forſaken? Then I will rap yet the 


harder! Agonizing under diſſolving nature, ſhe 


continued in filent prayer, until ſhe cloſed her eyes 
in death, aged fifty-two years, twenty-ſix of which 
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: the had ſpent, to her maniſeſt grief, on the deluſv 


| © Though Mrs. Hamilton was niever chargeable 
ſo far as I have ever heard, with a profligate life, 


nor did ſhe ever intimate this in my converſation 


with her, yet it was evident, that her entrance and 
continuance on the ſtage gave her the moſt pungent 
diſtreſs. The occupation of an. a#reſs the conſi- 
dered as dangerous, expoſing to numerous tempta- 
tions, and inconſiſtent with a chriſtian profeſſion. 
—Charity leads us to believe, that ſhe found that 
repentance, carefully fought with tears, and expe- 
mienced the virtue of the blood of Chriſt, which 
cleanſeth from all fin. 


No farther seek her merits to disclose, 
Or draw her frailties from their dread abode; 

There they altke in trembling hope repose 
Upon the bosom of their Saviour, Gos. 
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VV ESSAY 
ON CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE. 


This is the scene of combat, not of rest; 
Man's is laborious liafihiness at best: 
On this side death his dangers never cease— 


His joys are joys of conquest, not of fieace, 


ExpRRExCE is knowledge and advantage 
ariſing from practice: evangelically, as applied to 
thriſtians, it is the knowledge and enjoyment of 
God, ariſing from the conflict in the ſoul between 
R nature 
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nature and grace; fleſh and ſpirit; the old man and 
the new. Although the experience of the heart 
admits of different degrees of combat and ſenſibility, 
light and darkneſs, pleaſure and pain, yet there can 


be no chriſtian, as ſuch, without ſome meaſure of 


experience; it is abſolutely inſeparable from his ex- 
iſtence as a believer, either as a babe, a young man, 
or a father, in Chriſt. A ſubject, therefore, of this 
magiitude 1s worthy a place in this publication, 
and demands the moſt ſerious attention of our nu- 
merous readers. . 

The AvuTnor of chriſtian experience is the 
Spirit of God. This ſentiment our Lord taught in 
his diſcourſe to the Jews: He that believeth on 
me, out of his belly fhall flow rivers of living 
zb e,. This ſpake he of the Spirit which they 
that believe on him fhould receive. John vii. 38, 
39. To the woman of Samaria he explained the 
ſame truth: /F/hoſoever drinketh of the water 
that I fhall give him, fhall never thirft; but 
/hall be in him a well of water ſpringing up into 
everlaſting life. John iv. 14. This well is dug 
in the ſinner's Regeneration; the ſacred water 
ſprings in Conver/ion, flows through every channel 
of Obedience, repleniſhes the heart under the ſe- 
vereſt ſufferings, and creates thoſe ſublime pleaſures 
which bear the ſoul above the fears of death, in 
proſpect 


= 
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proſpect of immortal joys. Nor can we omit citing 
the great channel of experience which our Lord 


hath given us under the expreſſive emblem of the 


vine and the branches, the vital ſap of which, the 
power of the Bleſſed Spirit, produces the buds of 
deſire, the leaves of profeflion, the fragrant tiowers 


of comfort, and the richeſt fruit of love to God and 


man. The experience of God's grace and love, 
the eſſenee of religion, can no more be enjoyed in 
the breaſt of a ſinner without the Spirit of God, 
than the branch can bear fruit without a living union 
with che vine. John xv. 1-5. As it was the office 
and work of CRBRILTSTH to make atonement for ſin, 
by the ſhedding of his blood; fo it is the office and 
work of the SPIRIT to bring ſinners into the know- 
ledge and experience of that great ſalvation. For 
a man to profeſs his faith in the perſon and work 
of Chriſt, without being able to give a teſtimony 
of the work of the Spirit upon his heart, is the moſt 
awful delufion—1F any man have not the Spirit 


of Chrift, he is none of his, let his profeſſion * ; 


as brilliant as it may. Rom. viii. 9. 

The $TANDARD of experience is the coſpel of 
Chriſt, As the Holy Ghoſt dictated the authors of 
the bible, ſo the goſpel, in all its variety, fulneſs 
and glory, is applied to a believing ſoul in the de- 


monſiration of the ſame Spirit, and of power. 


1 Theſi. 
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1 Theſſ. i. 5. ii. 13. 75 the law, and to the te / 
timony; if they ſpeak not according to this word, 
it is becauſe there is no light in them. Ifaiah viii, 
20. It is in the volume of revelation, alone that 
we know how God pardons ſin—how it is our 


guilty conſcience can have peace with God—how 


we may walk happily with him—what are the 
enemies we have to fight againſt—aud by what 


means we are made more than conquerors. It is 


here alone that we learn the great, the glorious act 
of JEHovAH, in adopting his children in Chriſt— 


what are their features, trials, mercies, duties, pri- 
vileges, and ſecurity. A conſiderable part of this 
| facred book exhibits, in the moſt lively colours, the 


EXPERIENCES of God's children, for many thou- 
fand years; and it is moſt certain, that there is no 
man who has been made a partaker of God's grace, 


but has found, in the lives of bible ſaints, an exact 


copy of his own frames, feelings, fears, hopes, and 
joys. Let the men of grace be of whatever-lan- 
guage, nation, or particular viſible denomination, 
they may, the pure language of experience which 
God promiſed to turn to the people of his love, is 
the ſame, that they may call upon the name of the 
Lord, and ſerve him with one conſent. God's truth 
can alone be the criterion of God's work. That 
experience which flows from Chriſt, and reſts my 
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his. word, will ſatisſy, and abide; while that which. 
is derived from outward means only, and exiſts in 
mere frames, fits and paſſions, thall vanith as che 
finoke, or prove as the morning cloud and as the 
early dew which paſſech away. Holea vi. 4. There 
were ſome in the church at Corinth, and ſuch will 
be found in every church, who negleced the ſtand- 
ard of the goſpel, and eſtimated their ſtate by che 
teelings, gitis, and experiences of each other. We 


dare not make ourſelves of the number, or compare 


eurſelves with ſome, that commend tliemſelves: 
but they, meaſuring themſelves by themſelves, and 


comparing themſelves among /? themſelves, are not 
wiſc. 2 Cor. x. 12. If he that truſtech in his own, 
heart is a fool, cfually fo mult he be that truſts in 


another. Let us derive pleaſure from reciting aur 
experiences to each other; but, let the word of the 
Lord be the light unto our feet, and a lamp unto 
our path, to aſcertain the perfection of our expe- 
nence, and the ſafety of our flate, 

The PROGRESS of experience is, in ſcripture, 
called, growing in grace, aud in the knowledga 
of our Lerd and Saviour Feſus Chrijt; 2 Pet. ili, 
18. and, 4 growing up into Chriff in all things, 
Eph. iv. 15. It is analogous to the advance of ve- 
getabie nature; fi the blade, then the ear, after 
iat the full carn in the car. Malk iv. 28. And, 
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to the advance of humanity abe, yeuth, man- 
hood, old age; with all the paſſions, activity, du- 
ties, virtues, and advantages of each ſtage. 1 John 
1. 13, 14. Theſe productions of nature, like the 
growth of the ſoul in grace, are gradual and im- 
perceptible, and only to be aſcertained by their pe- 
riods, light, ſtrength, and virtue. The firſt efforts 
of grace are deſcribed as ſceing men as trees walk- 
ing, Mark vin. 24. its advance and completion 29 
the unity of the faith, the knowledge of the Son 
of God, unio a perfedt man, unto the mraſure of 
the flature of the fulneſs of Chriſt. Eph. iv. 16. 
The prophet Ezekiel gives us a moſt delightful 
view of this ſubject, in his deſcription of the 


flowing of the water that iſſued out from under 


the threſhold of the houſe of the Lord; the 


_ depths of which were, to the ancles—the knees— 


the loins—and waters to ſwim in, a river that 
could not be paſſed over. Ezekiel xlvii. 1-5. In 
the advance of experience, we cannot but perceive 
that faith, hope, love, repentance, meekneſs, long- 
ſuffering, and truth, as derived from Chriſt, oppoſe 
the baneful powers of unbelief, deſpair, hatred, 
pride, malice, and every other evil that ariſes from 
the old body of fin that lodges within the ſoul. By 
this conflict the chriſtian is led more deeply to know 
"aud to loath the vileneſs of fin, pants after greater 
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conformity to Chriſt, and cleaves unto the Lord 


with full purpoſe of heart. The more powerfully 
the ſnares of the world and ſatan ſurround him, the 
more ardently he breathes for communion with 
God. The more ſenſibly he feels his own imper- 
fections, the more he cries for the enjoyment of 
the fulneſs of Jeſus, and rejoices in him as the great 
High Prieſt, who hath made atonement, and bears 
the iniquities of our moſt holy things. This con- 


- fit Paul felt, and hath left us a copy of his ex- 


perience in the ſeventh chapter of the Romans. 
He that is a partaker of the ſame grace, can, more 
or leſs, adopt his language in the fifth chapter— 
Therefore, being Juſtiſied, by faith we have peace 


with God through our Lord Feſus Chriſt; by 


whom alſo we have acceſs by faith into this grace 
wherein we land, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
ef God. And not 5nly ſo, but we glory in tribu- 
lation alſo, knowing that tribulation worketh pa- 
tience, and patience experience, and experience 


hepe; and hope maketh not aſhamed, becauſe the 


| love of God is led abroad in our hearts, by the 


Holy Gheft, which is given unto us. 

- The MEANS by which experience is advanced 
are neceſſary to be underſtood. As vegetable 
nature proſpers by the rays of the ſun, and the rains 
ſrom above, ſo the chriſtian is indebted to the beams 


of 


| 
4 
1 
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of Chriſt, the glorious Son of Righteouſneſs, and 


to the conſtant influences of the Bleſſed Spirit. 
As the body depends upon the air in which we 
breathe for the comforts, uſe, and exertions of ani. 
mal life, fo the foul is inceſſantly dependant on the 
Spirit of God for all the ſupport, conſolation, and 
activity, connected with a life af faith on Chriſt, 
As the advance of animal nature is promoted by 
activity anc. induſtry, ſo the chriſtian finds an in- 


finite variety of duties, perſonal and relative, in 


the world, in the cloſet, in the family, and in the 
church; the performance of which is connected 
with his h,pe in God, and his love to his Saviour, 
But, perhaps, experience is more rap.dly advanced, 
and more ſtrongly rooted, in the furnace of afflic- 
tion. It was in this furnace that the faith of the 


primitive chriſtians was found to be more precious 


than gold that periſheth. 1 Pet. i. 7. Never did a 
believer paſs through ſuffering, but, either in it or 
after it, he was convinced that he could not have 
done without it. The Lord made Joſeph fi uitful 
in the land of his aMiRion. Geneſis xli. 52. And 
in all the Lord's diſpenſations to bis people, he 
promotes their humility, increaſes their faith, aud 
gives them the greater enjoyment of his preſence, 
It is very obſervable, that the annual ſeaſon that 
ripens the corn in the car, is molt attended with 

thunder, 
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thunder, lightning, ſtorm, and tempeſt; and, many 
excellent chriſtians have found, that the nearer they 
advanced to the cloſe of life, temptations and af- 
fictions increaſed upon them: and thus, as an ear 
of wheat ripe for the ſickle, he bows his head in 


| humility, ſelf-denial, and obedrence; while the lan- 


guage of his heart is, Come, Lord Jeſus, come 
quickly! „ 

To conclude this eſſay: let the men of re- 
lgion be perſuaded to try his experience by the teſ- 
timony of the goſpel. Pſin. cxxxix. 23, 24.—Let 
not the weak in faith be diſcouraged: although a 
babe in grace, be thankful for what you enjoy, and 
remember, God giveth more grace. James iv. 6.— 
Let thoſe who have good experience of pardon, 
peace and love in God, be ready to give a 1eaſon of 
the hope that is in him with meekneſs and fear; 


proving the genuineneſs of his profeſſion by the 
bolineſs of his life. Matt. v. 16.—And, let thoſe 


who advance to the laſt ſtage of life know, that 
God will not forſake the work of his own hand; 
but that you ſhall come to the grave in a full age, 


like a ſhock of corn cometh i in in its ſeaſon, Job 


5. 27. 
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THE RELIEF. | 


A CLERGYMAN of the ſtate of New-York, 


not many years ſince, through a miſapprehenſion 
of a leading member, was precipitately deprived 


of his pulpit, which involved a large family in ne- 


ceſſity. At fupper, the good man had the pain 
of beholding the laſt morſel of bread placed upon 
the table, without the leaſt means or proſpect of 5 
ſupply for his children's breakfaſt. His wife, full 
ot grief, with her children, retired to her bed. The 
miniſter choſe to ſet up and employ his dark hours 


in prayer, and in reading the promiſes of God. 


Some ſecret hope of ſupply pervaded his breaſt; 
but when, how, what, whence, or by whom, he 
knew not. He retired to reſt, and in the morning 
appeared with his family, and performed the duty 
of prayer. It being the depth of winter, and a little 
fire ypon the hearth, probably to keep the poor 
children's expectations alive, that breakfaſt ſhould 
ſoon be enjoyed, he deſired his wife to hang on the 
kettle, and ſpread the cloth upon the table. —The 
kettle boiled—the children cried for bread: the at- 
flicted father, ſtanding before the fire, felt thoſe 


emotions of heart unknown to thoſe whoſe tables 
are repleniſhed with aMuence, While in this 


painful 
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10 ſtate, ſome one knocked at the door en- 


tered paſſed the compliments of the morning, and 
was about to leave the room, when he ſtepped 
back and delivered a letter into the miniſter's hand. 
When the gentleman was gone the letter was 
opened, and, to the miniſter's aſtoniſhment, it 
contained a FOUR POUNDS BANK BILL, with a 
deſire of acceptance. So manifeſt an interpoſition 
of Divine goodneſs could not but be received with 
gratitude and joy; and, ſhould be a leſſon to others 
to truſt in that Saviour who hath ſaid, Verily thou 


/halt be fed. Pim. xxxvii. 3. I will never leave 


thee, nor forſake thee. Heb. xiii. 5. 

This remarkable occurrence being communi- 
cated to the EDITOR, who, having an intimacy 
with the gentleman ſaid to be the hand that offered 
dne ſeaſonable relief, was determined, the next 
time he made him a viſit, to introduce the ſubject, 
ind, if poſſible, to know the reaſon that induced the 
generous action. The ſtory was told—the gen- 
leman diſcovered a modeſt bluſh which evinced 
the tenderneſs of his heart. On interrogation, he 
ſaid © He had frequently heard that miniſter : on 
2 certain morning he was diſpoſed for a walk; 
tought, in the ſeverity of the winter ſeaſon à trifle 
might be of ſervice, as fuel was high; felt a kind 
Of neceſſity to incloſe the money in a letter; went 


to 
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to the houſe; found the family adjuſted as was de- 
feribed ; delivered the paper and retired ; but knew 

not of the extreme neceſſity of the miniſter and * 
family until this moment.“ 

The addreſs made by the cenitlenan' 8 amiable 
ſiſter, preſeat in the parlour, ſhall ſerve as an im- 
provement of this narrative. Brother, learn 
from this never to withhold your hand from re- 
lieving another, when you feel a dictate i in your 

own breaſt; as this inſtance muſt convince you, it 

was from God, and greater benefit conveyed than 
ever you intended to beſtow.” 

Go thon and do erer rel x. 37. 


* — 


THE ; BENEVOLENCE OF GOD 
In concealing from Man the Knowledge of 
future Events of Time. 
4 Great God! I would not at to ver 
« What in Puturity chall be ; 
« If light and bliss attend my days, 


Bo Then let my future hours be firaise. 
« I; darfness and, distress my are p. 
« Then let me trust thy guardian care: 
* Enough for me, if love divine ; 
Th”. Li length . every cloud chall nine. 


«4 


"3. 


Ma by tranſgreſſion, hath prepared for . 


felf a thorny, tempeſtuous paſſage through life. bs 
hath, 
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hath, however; pleaſed the Almighty to draw a kind 


of veil to conceal from man the certain knowledge 
of thoſe various and ſucceſſive events of time, the 


immediate proſpect of which would cruſh the ſoul 
in deep deſpair. No man can wiſely boaſt of to- 


morrow; we know not what a day may bring 


forth; no, nor even a moment, or the twinkling of 
the eye; ſuch ſhott eee of tine are big 
with the moſt important events. 

Could the merchant foreſee the obſtructions and 


che loſſes attending his eager efforts in trade; or the 
huſbandman anticipate the blaſts that ſo often at- 


tend the labour of his hands, the ſprings of induſ- 
try would immediately fail, and ſociety at large be- 


come truly neceſſitous. Who would exult in 


forming the pleaſing connections of ſocial life, 
were we to know before -hand the blaſts of friend- 
ſhip, the aſſaults of diſeaſe, or the period when 


death would tear from our embraces the objects of 


our eſteem, and lay them in the receſs of corrup- 
tion?—Were it poſſible for a man to afcertain, 
with preciſion, the moment, the place, the” cir- 


cumſtances that ſhould be deſtined for his own 


death, what perpetual anxiety and tormenting fear 
would rage in his breaſt, and totally render Himſelf 
incompetent to. diſcharge the duties of public or 
private life! Did ſuch. fore-know ledge pervade 

5 the 
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the mind of man, childhood and youth would bear 
the ſorrows of old age; the powers of genius would 
fail; art be unimproved; and nature herſelf unex- 
plored. How little does the buſy worldling reflect 
on his obligation to infinite goodneſs, for his ability 


to perform the duties of his ſtation, and that the 


uncertainty of future events demands his conſtant 
dependence upon the pleaſure of the Alnighty! 
Thoſe whoſe minds are directed to the Supreme, 
know, that the providence of God is a myſtery to 
man in all ages. It is as the bud which gradually 
and imperceptibly ariſes into flower, and then emits 
its richeſt fragrance. It is a ſecond bible; every 
day, and every moment, like the ſeveral leaves of 
the ſacred volume, preſenting ſomething new 7 and 


aſtoniſhing to the intelligent obſerver. 
If the obſervations now made, as they relate to 


men in common life, be pronounced juſt, I may 
venture to add, that the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God, in withholding the knowledge of future 
events, is more highly eſteemed by the real Chnif- 
tian than by thoſe whoſe habit of diſſipation de- 
prives them of an ability to obſerve the diſpenſa- 
tions of the Almighty. Tf God, in the early part 


of the Chriſtian's life, had uncovered the great deep 
of the heart; expoſed the ſecret evils that lodge 


within it; or had given the good man a view of 
the 
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the imperfections, diſappointments, temptations, 
croſſes, and ſorrows that awaited hiin, how would 
his ſoul have trembled- at the awful (proſpect, and 
bowed himſelf to the very duſt of the earth ! , The 
Chriſtian ſometimes aſcends the mount 2 con- 
templation; ſurveys the map of his paſt experi- 
ence ; remembers the way which the Lord his God 
hath led him; and in the review his ſoul is filled 
with profound aſtoniſhment! So many winding, 
thorny paths, —ſeas of tribulation, —dreary deſerts, 
mountains of difficulty, —valleys of humiliation ! 
My God! ſays he, and drops the ſilent tear, 
can I have paſſed through ſuch ways as theſe 2 
[s :t poſſible! Surely had 1 Enown the path, 
my feet had never made the choice. It was thou, 
n; God, my Saviour, and my Guide, that fafely 


brought me-through; nor can I now diſtruſt thy 


future care. Secure beneath thy ſacred wings 
I hall paſs my fleeting days; finiſh my courſe with 
Joy; walk through the ſhades of death, and mount 
to Zion's hill above, to celebrate thy praiſe ! 


to inquire, why God thus conceals from man tlie 


againſt him, they merit every exhibition of preſent 
and eternal ſorrow, as the fruit of their own trand- 
grelions? We reply, JEsus HATH DELIVER- 
ED 


Before ] quit this paper, it may not be unneceſſary 


knowledge of future events, when, as tranſgreſſors 
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ED US FROM THE WRATH To COME." 1 Theſf 
1. 10. The Lord Thy God TURNED THE 
CURSE INTO A BLESSING UNTO THEE, BE- 
CAUSE THE Loky Thy GoD LOVED' THEE. 
Deut. Kxiii. 5. The glory of divine grace changes 
the viciſſitudes of Providence. All things, 
however afflictive, under the adminiſtration of ZI. 
oN's Kino, work together for the beſt intereſt 
of thoſe who love the Lord. Let us then forever 
ſing, HALLELUJAH, FOR THE LORD GOD 
OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH | Amen. 


3 


a 


THE INDIAN. 
Dose G the laſt war, Col. Graham being 


ſtationed at Fort-Schuyler, entered into converſa- 
tion with an intelligent Indian, to whom he propoſ- 
ed the following queſtion:· Do you know how 
your forefathers worſhipped ?” To which, wit 
a ſmile, he replied, | Not as you white people do. ö 
Mie believe the GREAT SPIRIT to be too holy e] 
zalk with every body; therefore we chaſe ont the 
beſt man among us, to talk with Arm, and what 
he tells him, that we do. 

Does not this convince us that even ations the 
ſavages, the ſuppoſed groſſer part of mankind, that 


there exiſts a conviction of the holineſs of God, 
the 
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che ſinfulneſs of man, and the neceſſity of a medi- 
ator? Does not this confirm the groſſer igno- 

rance of many who call themſelves Chriſtians, and 

yet think themſelves ſufficiently virtuous ta wor- 

ſhip God, without being indebted to JeſusChriſt, 

as a mediator? And does not this teach us the 
importance of a holy diſpoſition in thoſe who paſs 

between God and man, in the yy 4 and work of the 
1 * 


* a... 


i > is. 2 ITY OY TY — 


'PLEASING REFLECTION. 


"HEN a perſon is going into a foreign land, 
where he never was before, it is comfortable for 
him to conſider, © Though I am embarking for an 
unknown country, it is a place where I have many 
friends, who are already ſettled there, ſo that I ſhall - 
te, in fact, at home, the inſtant I get there.“ — 
How ſweet for a dying Chriſtian to reflect, that, 
though he is yet a ſtranger in the world of ſpirits, 

ſtill the world of ſpirits-is no ſtranger to him. God, 
Chriſt, Angels, and redeemed ſouls, are there ; and 
many more believers follow every day. The blood 
and righteouſneſs of Immanuel are his true letters 
of recommendation, 'and he goes on invitation of - 
the King .of the 
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NATURAL HISTORY... 
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THE ROSE OF SHARON. 

Who can paint 

Like NATURE? Can imagination boast, 

Amid his gay creation, hues like these ? 

Aud can he mix them with that matchless Skill, 

Aud lay them on 50 delicately fine, | 

And lose them in each we, as ee RY 39 8 

In ev 'ry bud that 2 ?P ent 00101 
Tn0m50n's ns” 
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How i dete, how truly grand his wks of | 
the ALMIGHTY ! On this lower globe, what in- 
numerable productions ſtrike the eye of contem- 

| pladion, 
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plation, and lead the ſoul with profbundeſt rever- 
ence to adore the infinite, the wiſe, the glorious 
Supreme! But, of all theſe, how is our fight gra- 
tified, and our ſenſes regaled, while paſſing through 
the FLOWERY NATIONS? Here nature wears 
her bright attire, pours forth her wonders, and de- 
mands 'our higheſt praiſe. From this rich, inex- 
hauſtible profuſion of Nature's garden, let us at 


leaſt ſelect the Ros of SHARON, ſurvey its beau- 


ties, and collect its ſweets. 

The RosE, roſa, is acknowledged a genus of 
the polygamia order, belonging to the icoſandria 
claſs of plants. The ſorts of roſes are very nume- 
rous. 'Turnefort reckons no leſs than fifty-three, 
and botaniſts find it very difficult to determine with 
accuracy, which are ſpecies, and which are varie- 
ties, as well as which are varieties of the reſpec- 
tive ſpecies.” On this account, Linnæus, and ſome 
other eminent authors, are inclined to think, that 
here is only one real ſpecies of roſe, which is the 
roſa canina, or dog-toſe of the hedge, and that all 
the other ſorts are accidental varieties of it. Hows 
ever, according to the preſent Linnzan arrangement 


they ſtand divided into fourteen ſuppoſed f pecies, 


each comprehending ſome varieties, nn in ſome 
forts are but few, others numerous. 


The roſe we adinire is 2% roſe of Shavvn, the 
moſt 
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moſt delightful in its colours, and the richeſt in its 

fragrance. This invites our choice, becauſe it is 
an emblem of Immanuel's glory, and 4 endears.our 
hearts to him. Sol. Songs ii. 1. 

1. The beauty of its colours, red and white, 
expreſſive theſe of: the glory of the God-head, and 
the. ſorrows-ot: the humanity of Chriſt. My be- 
laved, ſaid the. church, is ite and ruday. Sol. 
Songs v. 10. WHITE is properly no colour at all, 
but a compoſition of all colours; the light of the 
fun, therefore, ſaid Sir Iſaac Newton, is only white, 
| becauſe conliſting of all colours: neither is 
BLAck, its oppoſite, a colour, but a deprivation, 
of all colours, therefore the. proper emblem of 
wretchedneſs and death. Apply theſe obſerva- 
tons to the ſcripture teſtimony. of Jehovah: G0 
is light, and in him is no-darkieſs at all, 1 John 
* 5. demouſtiative this of that underived, ſelf. ex · 
iſtent purity, happineſs, truth, love, and glory, 
which, without the ſhadow of variation, diſorder, 
and unperteQton,, is eſſential, to Deity, . That this 
excellence, peculiar to Jehovah, is aſcribed to je- 
ſus, the current of ſcripture evinces. Aaron, the 
High Prieſt, was to wear a pure linen garment un- 
der the. ephod, to repreſent the inviſible divinity 
under the humanity. Daniel ſaw the Meſhah, % 
Ancient of days, with a garment white as ſnow. 
Dan. 
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Dan. vii. 9. When Jeſus was transfigured upon 
mount Tabor, his raiment was white as the 
light ; more than any fuller on earth could make 
them. Mark ix. 3. Thus, Jeſus Chriſt, the ble 
ed and only POTENTATE, the KING of KIN cs, 
and LoRDef LorDs; who not only hath immor- 


tality dwelling in the L1GHT, which no man can 


approach unto; whom, in his divinity, no man hath. 
ſeen, nor can ſee, is worthy of honour and power 
everlaſting. 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. Let us now 
contemplate the other colour that forms this beau- 
tiful roſe. This is to exhibit the quality of the 


human body, generally acknowledged to be formed 
by the Almighty, from a ſort of red earth. Nor 


does it leſs intimate thoſe forrows which mranmnd 
experience as the fruit of diſobedience. But, as 


applied to Chriſt, denotes the greatneſs of his ſuf 


terings, and his bloody death, as the redeemer of 
ſinners. Iſaiah beheld Meſſiah, red in his appa- 
rel, and whoſe garment was like him that treats 
eth in the wine fat. Ixiii. 2. In the days of his 
fleſh, ſufferings attended his path, asd, in Gathſas 
mane, his ſorrows were ſuch that produced ſtrong 
cries and tears, while fweat and blood iſſued from 
every vein, and fell down to the ground. His death 
exhibited the molt affecting ſcene ; ſo great the ago- 
nies of his body by crucifixion; ſo extreme the ſor · 
8 | rOWS 
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rows of his ſoul preſſed with the weight of divine 
judgment for our fins, that nature herſelf, by a ſu. 
pernatural darkneſs, drew a veil over the diſtreſſed. 


ſufferer! In bis exalted ſtate, he. is ſeen by the 
glorihed throng, as a Lamb that had been flain. 


John beheld this adored Lord, wearing a name 


written that no man knew: but himſelf; and he. 
was clothcd with a veſture dipped in blood. Rev. 
Nix, 12, 13. Can we read theſe ſcriptures with- 
out a conviction-of the eternal power and God. 
head of Chriſt? Can we turn the ſacred page, 
without being deeply affected with the life and 
death of Jeſus, as-a man of ſorrows, and acquaint- 

ed with griefs? Impoſſible ! Caſt-then your eyes: 
upon THE 'RosE or SHARON, produced, may [- 
ſay, on purpoſe to exhibit by its colour the ſame. 
truth which revelation teaches. Let us look till 
cloſer, and while the white and the red, pure in 
_ themſelves, exhibit the perfection of Nature's pen- 
eil; obſerve how delicately fine the union between 
the two; this-to teach ws the great my/tery of god- 
lineſs, God manifeſt, in the fleſh. A union this. 

that conſtitutes the character of Chriſt as MEDI- 
A'TOR; lays the foundation of our pardon, and. 
is the ſtrong baſis of our communion with God, 


perſeverence through life, ſupport in death, and. 


kope of a glorious immortality 
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2. The odoriferous ſcent of the Roſe of Sharon 


aſſiſts us to contemplate the precious virtues of the 


Lord of glory. How richly does this ſweet roſe 
pour forth its fragrance to gratify the ſenſe! yet 


more richly does Jeſus diſplay the glories of bis 


name; opens the unbounded love of his heart ; ap- 


plies a full pardon bought with his moſt precious 


blood; proclaims, by | his goſpel, the inconceivable 


fulneſs of his grace as an all-ſufficient ſupply for 


our ſupport, comfort, perſeverance, ſanctification, 
and everlaſting felicity. Jeſus, the Roſe of Sha- 
ron, is ever precious to them that believe; yet there 
are ſpecial ſeaſons when his delights are more ſen- 
ſibly enjoyed. David exclaimed, Though I walk 
in the midſt of trouble, thou wilt revive me. Pim. 
CXXXV. 7. And thouſands in every age have enjoy- 
ed more ſenſible comforts in Chriſt, at a period of 
affliction, than ever they experienced in a time of 
eaſe and affluence. For as the ſufferings of 
Chriſt abound in us, ſo our conſolation al/o a- 


boundeth by Chriſt. When the church attends 


the ſupper of the Lord, how often does the Redeem- 


er gladden their hearts with the light of his counte- 


nance, while communion, with bread and wine, 


yields the richeſt delight! But, however precious 


and delightful the Roſe of Sharon may be to us in 
our paſſage through life, in the article of death, far 
| ſuperior 


Ann 
iP 
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ſuperior enjoyments are conferred. Precious in 
the fight of the Lord is the death of his ſaints, 
When fleſh and heart fail; when the ſweets of hu- 
man friendſhip are no longer to be enjoyed; when 
the richeſt cordials and the moſt delicious produc- 
tions of nature ceaſe to gratify the taſte, and pol- 
lute: upon the lips, then for the ſoul to be regaled 
with the ſmiles of Jeſus, the delightful Roſe of Sha- 
ron, how great is the bleſſing! Sheltered beneath 
Immanuel's wings, and ſweetly ſolaced with his 
love, how many thouſands have launched into eter- 
nity with a ſmile, and hailed the promiſed crown 
of life! 

3. The medicinal virtues of the roſe affords us 
further aid to explore the excellence of the Lord 
Chriſt. There is not a more rich perfume than 


the eſſence of roſes. The roſe diſtilled with wa- 


ter yields a ſmall portion of a butyraceous. oil, 


whoſe flavour exactly reſembles that of the roſe 


itſelf. This oil, and the diſtilled water, are very 
uſeful and agreeable cordials. A conſerve of ro- 
ſes is of various uſes, particularly in relieving im- 
perfections attending the eye, and of meliorating 
and removing complaints, unneceſſary now to | be 
mentioned. 

But whence theſe medicinal virtues of hs roſe? 


Do they flow while blooming in the field? No: 
l this 
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his delightful flower muſt be cut down, caſt into 


a Still, and undergo the ſeverity of fire, before its 
eſſence can be enjoyed. Solemn thought thus, 
when applied to Chriſt, the Roſe of Sharon! He 
appeared in all the perfection of humanity, and 
lifplayed the glory of divinity thirty-three years; 
then was cut down by death, the inſtrument of juſ- 
tice, caſt into the grave, ſuſtained the fire of divine 
anger againſt fin, and thus, as the Redeemer of his: 
people, yielded the virtues of his ſacrifice, for their 
pardon, peace, and happineſs in God. There is no 
virtue in the roſe to regale the fainting ſpirits, re- 
ſtore the waſled frame, heal the obſtructed ſight, 
or cure the burning fever, but what there are infi- 
ritely greater virtues in a crucified Jeſus, to cure 
iwmlar, nay, every. diſorder poffible incident to the 
{oul of man. "Thouſands in every age, under the 
moſt complicated mental evils, have received with 
joy the virtues of the Roſe of Sharon; and thou= 


ſands ſtill, and thouſands more, ſhall enjoy its la- 


cred ſweets and triumph in its praiſe. .: 
4. SuARON, (that is, @ plain or field) the nathes: 


wil of the lovely roſe, will help us to conceive a 
o more thoughts of the adored Redeemer. This 


pain of Sharon was a delightful, fertile place, 


where David fed his numerous flock, and may der 


note the open. free publication of Chriſt. in tiie 
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world by his goſpel; or his church, where he 
dwells, conducts his ſheep, diſplays his glory, heals 
the ſick, and comforts the forrowful. By the pre- 
ſence of the Lord, this wilderneſs, ſolitary place of 
our earthly pilgrimage, dreary as the deſert, is made 
to bloſſom as the roſe, Iſalah xxxv. 1, 2. Wher- 
ever his love is experienced, there is that ſacred joy 
which can only be exceeded by drinking at the 
fountain head in glory 1 

As the Roſe grew upon Sharon's plain, free for ; 
all who had eyes to ſee, ſenſe to ſmell, or hands to 
embrace, ſo Jeſus is freely and fully publiſhed in 
his goſpel. Nloſocver will, let him come, and him 
that cometh unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. 
But, thoſe who have neither eyes to ſee, nor ſenſe 
to ſmell, paſs by the Roſe of Sharon, treat it with 
diſdain, and attempt to cruſh it under foot. 

5. No Roſe without its Thorn; no, not even the 
Roſe of Sharon! Who takes Chriſt muſt take 
the croſs too. J any man will be my diſciple, 
let him deny himſelf, take up his croſs, and follow | 
me. If any man will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus, | 
he muſt ſuffer perſecution. When men withont | 
grace take Jeſus, the Roſe of Sharon, in the hand 
of mere profeſſion, the thorn of perſecution makes 
chem throw away the roſe, and ſeek for other flow- 
ers to gratify their carnal taſte ; but, when men of 

17 ä grace, 
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grace, by the hand of faith, pluck this precious 
flower, the thorn. of ſuffering makes them graſp the 
harder, enjoy its ſweets more ſweetly, and dare to- 


Rand though blood itſelf {ſhould flow. 


In Sharon's lovely rose 
Immortal beauties shine; 

Its sweet refreshing fragrance shows 
Its rein divine. 


How blooming and how fair! 
O may my happy breast 

'This lovely rose forever wear,, 
And be supremely blest! 


* 


THE AFFLICTED MOTHER. 


A PIOUS gentleman and his wife, poſſeſſed of 
an agreeable fortune, were fayoured with a ſon 
and two daughters. The mother fixed her atten- 
tion inordinately upon her children, and gradually 
declined in the warmth of her affections to God; 
ſo hard is it for us to poſſeſs the natural enjoyments 
of life, and yet to reſerve the heart for God! God, 
however, is ajealous God to them who are the ob- 
jects of his love; and, according to his own pro- 
miſe, he viſits their iniquities with a rod. Pſm. 
Ixxxix. 32. God ſaid to Hoſea, Eparaim i is joined 
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unte idois, let him alone. Hoſea iv. 17. This 


woman idolized her children, and God convinced 
her of her folly. Her youngeſt child was ſeized 
with a fever, lay a few days, and died. This be- 
reaving providence, inſtead of impreſſing her mind 
with a ſenſe of the uncertainty of human enjoy- 
ments, and, that God alone was the centre of hap- 
pineſs, ſhe called his judgments in queſtion, and 
murmured at his hand, A few months after this, 
ner other daughter, after affording her mother 
great pleaſure by her pratile in che parlour, entered 
the gaiden, walked on the edge of a kne fiſh- pond, 
lipped i in, and was drowned, before relief could be 
btained. The unfortunate mother was now fil- 


ed wit diſtraction; ſullen grief ſucceeded ; at 


length, by temptation, ſhe highly reflected on the 
cauduct of the Almighty, and gradually declined in 


ber attendance on the public duties of religion. 


-Her ſon, now her only chill, a remarkably pro- 
miſing youth, had juſt finiſhed his education, and 


returnel from the boarding- ſchool - went out one 
morning with his gun for ſport, in company with 
a neighbouring gentleman; arriving at a fence, 
reſted their guns; the youth, while in converſation. 
placed his hand, and reclined his head upon the 
mouth of the barrel; accidentally, by the motion ot 
hy a, ne touched the trigger, and inſtantly the 
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contents of the piece was diſcharged through his 
brain. In this affecting ſtate he was conveyed to 
his parents; but what pen is able to recite the 
dreadful emotion of their hearts on the melancholy 
ſight! What ſubmiſſion might poſſeſs the father's 
breaſt, is uncertain; but the unhappy mother, while 
ſurrounded with weeping friends, in the midſt of 
her agonies unguardedly exclaimed, God has taken 
away my children, and what can he now do more? 
God ſoon convinced her that he could do more. 
Her huſband caught a violent cold, a conſumption 
enſued, and death. received him to his gloomy 
ſhades, When the information of his death was 
given to his wife, ſhe fainted. On her recovery, 
ihe fell upon her knees, the tears guſhed from her 
eyes, and with accents indeſcribable, ſhe exclaim- 
ed, Lord; thou haſt at length bowed my rebel- 
lious heart! Thou haſt: tripped me of my chil- 
den, and my huſband is no more; here, Lord, take 
my heart—never more ſuffer a creature, however 
dear, to remove it from thyſelf. Town thy | judg- 

ments juſt, and afk. the comforts of thy love! 
This woman furvived ſeveral years, and lived 
an example of real piety. Let this narrative teach 
others, that ſtrong affections produce ſtrong aMic- 
tions; and that thus is the creature beſt enjoyed when 

held in ſubordination to the pleaſure of the Lord. 
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- —— — Pals breas | a 
Fickle and fond of ev'ry guest; 
Each fairy image at it flies, 
Here finds admittance through my eyes. 
This foelish heart can leave her God, 
Aud shadows tempt her thoughts abroad. 


 Warrs. 
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Tarr a perſon who, through grace, has enjoy- 
ed the rich manifeſtations of a Saviour's ſmiles, 
_ and hath been numbered with Chriſt's viſible flock, 
may be liable to fall into temptation, loſe the bloom 
of his profeſſion, and the comſorts of his ſoul, for 
a:ſeaſon, is a truth ſo evident in the ſcriptures, and 
fo convicting in the confeience, as at once demands 
our aſſent and our tears. Although it be abſo- 
lutely impoſſible to deſcribe every ſenſation of a 
backſliding heart, and the many erring paths to 
which ſuch are expoſed, I ſhall, in this paper, 
dra the general outline of ſuch an unhappy caſe, 
and add my fervent prayer, that God may make it 


a mean to alarm the careleſs, humble the diſobedi- 


ent, and reclaim the wanderer... 

True religion begins with Chriſt ; he is our par- 
don, Pace, hope, and — lalvation. To 
* 5, SH {it 
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fit under his ſhadow, and by faith experience the 


fruit of his paſſion; ſweet to our taſte, conſtitutes 
the ſublime happineſs of our ſouls: It is therefore 
evident, that the firſt ſtep to our departure from 
God, and our errors in he, begins at the croſs. 
John vi. 68. The eye is allured from beholding 
the perſon of Jeſus and the heart partially ceaſes ; 
to have ſenſible enjoyment of , his grace and his 
love. Perhaps this obſervation may meet with 
conviction in the reader's breaſt ;—the time is re- 
membered, that when impreſſed with guilt, and 


loaded with diftreſs, he reſted at the croſs, beheld 


the bleeding Lamb, and felt peace and pleaſure 
with God. Then, how inceſſant was the panting 


of the heart for communion with the Saviour! 


the leaſt temptation, and the ſmalleſt evil, keenly 
wounded the ſoul, and made the eyes flow with 
tears. But now, though the name of Chriſt be ap- 
proved, it is not preciouſly enjoyed. The ſoul 
and Chriſt ſeldom meets in love, and feels the 
ſweets of pardon in his blood. A ſhyneſs has taken 
place, and the perfidious conduct of the Chriſtian 
deeply convinces his conſcience, and leaves him 
without excuſe. Perhaps the Saviour's charge 
may reach the reader's ears, and pierce his gullty 
breaſt: — * enn and fet, that it is an 

* $5 ; (33975 * 11 evil, 
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evil, and a bitter thing, that thou haſt A. 5 
the Lord thy God. fer. it. 19. 4 
As by the crols of Chriſt we are dnn nik 
to God, and enjoy the ſweets of fellowſhip with 
him as our Father; ſo, a neglect of the virtues of 
the croſs imperceptibly obſtructs us in the enjoy- 
ment of that high privilege. Our communion with 
God is carried on by faith, meditation, and prayer; 
the eſſence of which is, the ſecret motion of the 
ſoul in peace, adoration, hope, love, and joy ; pro- 
ducing that ſolid ſatisfaction and ſublime pleaſure, 
which none but he that feels it knows. This ex- 
perience conſtitutes our heaven upon earth. We 
thus walk with God, and never feel ourſelves un- 
happy byt when interrupted. in this holy path. 
Whatever affliction may attend us, it is in commu- 
nion with God chat our tears are wiped away, 
learn the deſign of every adverſe providence, and 
receive grace to help in time of need. Perhaps the 
reader may bring to recollection the time when he 
enjoyed this privilege with ſweet delight, drew near 
the Lord by prayer, could tell him all your grief, 
and receive the ſatisfaction which gave you bold- 
neſs to ptrſue the path of life with joy; but, you 
are conſcious it is not ſo now. You pray; but it 
is not in prayer: your meditations are attended wich 
darkneſs; your faith is ſurrounded with ſuch amaæ- 
ing 
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ing unbelief, that often induces you to queſtion if 
ever you believed at all; and the motion of your 
heart to God' is in great coldnefs and heavinefs. 
Thus, when you would do good,” evil is ever pre- 
ſent with you; and a' conſciouſneſs of guilt hur- 
ries you away from prayer, and increaſes the diſ- 
tance of your ſoul from God. Standing thus as 
on the threſhold of the cloſet, you are ripe to em- 
brace any temptation which fatari may propoſe. 
Thouſands of moſt excellent Chtiſtians have mark- * 
ed this fatal ſpot, where apoſtacy more viſibly be. 1 
gan. If David could ſay, - It is good for me 10 tf 
| draw near te God, O how extremely bitter and 8 
dangerous the conſequence of living at a ſenſible WT. 


diſtance from God! ! Chriſtian, where art thou: ö \ ö 
Take heed leſt there be in you an evil heart 11 
unbelief i 11 Aeparting from the living Ged; tor, 1 
be aſſured, the backflider in heart tall be filled id 
with his own ways. Prov. xiv. 14. And, if you 9 
feel it not now, it will be more ſevere at a future 0 4 
period. Vou know not whither' you may be led i 
by fin, therefore return umto the Lord, from whoin 7 ol 
you have deeply revoked. I Ol 1 BY 
The loſs of ſenſible communion with God ſoon f 15 ö 4 
covers itſelf in the diſpoſition of the mind; aud 0 iii 
in the actions of the life. The Word of the Lord N 
was precious in thoſe days when the Chriſtian lived 0 ſi 
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near to God: now it is read wich indifference, 
without faith, without prayer, without a deſire to 


find Chriſt, and a determination to follow his pre- 
cepts or embrace his promiſes. In the diſcharge of 


domeſtic duties, the temper is altered; morning and 


evening prayer becomes formal; and the imperſec-. 


tions of ſervants and children are paſſed over with- 
_ out reproof, becauſe the conſcience is an accuſer 


of its own ſin. Religious converſation, if held at 
all, is not upon the beauties of Chriſt, the riches W 
of grace, or the experience of the heart; but, on 3 


ſpeculative points, the gifts of miniſters, the wil. 
fortunate miſcarriages of others, or (what is pretty 
faſhionable among profeſſors of this day) the de- 
cline of religion, without producing one effort to 
| revive it in themſelves or others. The Lord's day 
now comes rather of courſe, than from pleaſing 
- anticipation. Public prayer is little enjoyed; and 
-the preaching of the goſpel is not nouriſhing, for 


want of faith in him that hears it. Heb. iv. 2.— 


Either the miniſter is charged wich bayrenneſs, or 


the hearer thinks himſelf ſufficiently wiſe without 
freſh inſtruction: nor is it uncommon to find ſuch 
a perſon going from one miniſter- to another, in 
'fearch of met hing new; yet nothing really ſatis- 
ges the heart, becauſe, the man is diſſatisfied with | 
elf, and at a diſtance from the Lord. This 
ſpiritual 
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#piritual decline of heart paves the way for a more 
general neglect of the means of grace lives above 
them, and concludes, he is as well at home, or 
walking in the fields, as he would be at church. 
Thus, no wonder that che man who has loſt the 
comforts of grace in his foul ſhould miſimprove, or 
totally neglect the meaus of grace alſo, _. 

Lut us now take one ſtep farther with the re- 
volting Chriſtian, and mark the change which takes 
place in his conduct in the more buſy ſcenes of life. 
That ſweet reſtraint which a ſenſe of the love of 
God once created upon his ſoul, and directed his 
cautious ſteps in forming his conneCtions, manag- 
ing his trade, and anſwering his obligations, gra- 
dually wears away, and his heart takes a more 
ſpeedy flight after all which the world calls good 
and great. He may now paſs for a polite Chriſti- 
an; having the name, but deſtitute of the ſpirit of 

a lively believer, and of courſe tries pretty hard to 
make his. profeſſion and his worldly purfuits ramps 
port with each other. The men of buſineſs can- 
not, however, but perceive that this man has con- 
fiderably loſt the fine bloom of his religious pro- 
feſſion, and triumphanily. F the man 
hath. become lite one of us! It is now that he 
ſtands in the way of 1 thoſe maxims, and 
cemmitting thoſe evils which before his ſoul abhor- 
red, 
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red, and which he ſeverely; reproved in-athers.” Sa- 
tan meets him upon his own ground, ſuits his bates 
to the frame of his heart, ànd, by every method 
in his infernal power, blinds his mind, hardens his 
heart, and pollutes his paſſions. Here, at leaſt, let 
us ſtop No man's pen, or tongue, can aſcertain 
how far, and to what wretched lengths àa man in 
ſuch a ſtate may go rather than attempt ſuch 
a purſuit, it is the wiſh of the writer of this paper to 
alk che reader, 7s this caſe your own 2, Happy 
for you, if it is not. Teſtify. your gratitude to 
God; live upon Chriſt; plead his Spirit; keep his 
ſtatutes ; watch the motion of your heart, and you 
are happy indeed But, if this deſcription of a back- 
lider, in either, or in all its ſtages, ſhews your o. 
likeneſs, and your conſcience ſays; Thou art the 
man, let me' ſolemnly intreat you to reflect upon 
your caſe. Each ſtage has an eaſy tranſitition to 
another; he that is not watchful of the firſt, will 
ſoon find himſelf in the next, and, like a rolling 
ſtone, will find the way to the bottom. 
Remember, the ſin of your departure from God 
has been committed with your eyes open. What 
ingratitude is this to God for his love to Chriſt 
for his ſalvation—and to the Bleſſed Spirit for his 
inſtruction and conſolation! Did you not ſolemnly 
devote gouwet to be the Lord's at ypur conver: 
| fon! 
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aon; and have you not frequently renewed this ſur- 
render in private, at your baptiſm, and at the Lord's 
Supper What evil has the Lord done unto you? 
and wherein has he vearied you Were not his 
paths pleafant, his promiſes ſweet, and his ſmiles 
charming? In how many ſcenes of diſtreſs has he 
delivered you? And in the bounty of his providence; 

and the riches of his grace, how often has he ex- 
ceeded your higheſt expectations? What griefs 
does your preſent coldneſs of heart and diſobedience 


of life create in the breaſt of thoſe who are che 


friends of Chriſt, and who knew you when a hum- 
ble, lively, happy chriſtian?—Neither forget. the 
düſcouragements which you give to the lambs of 
the flock who are ſeeking the paths of the Lord; 
and the advantage you offer the enemies of the goſ- 
pel to impeach its virtues. —Surely you cannot be 


inſenſible what injury you do your own ſouls. Are 


you as happy now as when you delighted beneath 
the Shepherd's care, and fed in the rich paſture of 
his grace? O! no. Think, for a moment, were 
temptations now to aſſail you, how awfully you 
might fall, and fink deeper into ſin and miſery ?— 
If death was now to advance, where is 8 
hope of future bliſs? Can you ſhut your eyes, 
harden your heart, purſue in fin, and abandon the 
Lord of life? God forbid! There is a certain 
> 000 U ſomething 
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ſamething within your breaſt that fill you with 
ſhame, produces a tear, and makes you cry, O tha? 
it were with me as in mantis paſt! Lord turn 
wnto me, have mercyupan me, heal mybarkſlidings, 
let me once more find the way to thine arms, and 
enjoy that peace I felt when firſt I buew. thy 
love. | 

Preſuming this may by 85 ret your heart, 
I ſhall,in the next number, ſhow you ſome of thoſe 
methods by which Chriſt the good Shepherd reſtores 
his wandering . ſheep, and the ſenſibility ſuch have 
of their merciful. vſtoration. 


Dialegue between a Mother and her Daughter 
{ Continued from page 160.) 


Daughter, Dear mamma, excuſe my enter- 
ing your chamber ſo early this morning -——affeCt- 
ing news has juſt arrived! 

Mother. My daughter, what has N * | 
why this extreme agitation of mind? 
Daughter. A ſervant has juſt delivered me a 
letter on the death of dear Charlotte Gay, wholeft 
the boarding-ſchool with me. O madam, Ram 
oy how it affects me! | 
Bother, 
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Mother. Diſtreſſing indeed, Eliza — Do = 
down and read me the letter. | 

Daughter: Reads. 

 D#zar ELIZA SEMOUR, 

It is wich inexpreſſible grief I inform you of the 
death of my dear and much loved ſiſter Charlotte: 


231 


This was a ſudden ftroke to us. She was arreſted 


by a violent fever that baffled the fill of our ableſt 


phyſicians; In her illneſs, ſhe earneſtly deſired to 


ſee you; but ſuch was the rapid progreſs of mor- 
tality, we were unable to inform you in time. Her 
ſpirit was much diſcompoſed; ſhe talked to us all 


in a manner ſhe never did before, praying that we 


might all think of our latter end. She often ſaid, 


ſhe did-not-know -whither ſhe was going; and 


wiſhed ſhe might live longer to make her peace 
with God. But, my dear Eliza Semour, this ſubject 
is ſo AP I muſt bid your adieu, and aſſure 
you that I am 
. Your affectionate 
MARIA Gav. 

Mother. A very ſerious event indeed wiſh 

it may be productive of real advantage to all con- 


cerned. Ah, poor child] what diſtreſs muſt ledge 
within her breaſt, when the pangs of death ſeized 


her ſpirit Not to know whither ſhe was going ! 
— e te had negleCted her bible, and preferred 
novels; 
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novels, elſe ſhe would have known that aur Lord 
and Saviour Feſus. Chriſt hath abaliflied death; | 
and brought life and immortality to light by the 
goſpel. To pals from a diſſipated eircle to a dying 
bed, is a ſolemn change !—** She talked as ſhe had 
not done before; no- the lips of youth ſeldom 
ſpeak of God, of Chriſt, merey, a future ſtate. 
Vanity reſides in the hreaſt, and vanity is uttered b 
the tongue. She wiſhed to live, to make her peace : 
with God: Ah! how few diſſipated, whether young 
or old, when lain upon their dying pillow, but what 
feel the power of guilt, and a need of pardon and 
peace with God — Thus death makes ſerious the 
young, the gay, the aged] I with, my daughter, ou 
had been wich Char lutte in her departing moments; | 
perhaps her laft words would have deeply penetrated | 
your breaſt; and, by God's bleſſing, received laſting 
benefit. Dying words fink deep in the met a 
fiend! 
Daugliter. O! had 1 taken my laſt farewell— 
{ ſhall never ſee her more 
Motlier. Submiſſion to the will of God in re- 
moving choice friends from our arms, is not all 
{uch providences demand. For vs they ſicten, and 
for vs they die. And I hope, my daughter, you 
will not ſuffer this event to be eraſed from your 
breaſt, until you embrace thoſe favours which poor 
Charlotte s dying breath ſo earneſtly deſired. 
Daughter. 
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Daughter. J hope I ſhall improve, and collect 
inſtruction from the ſpoils of death. 

Mother. Voung perſons are apt to trifle with 
the thoughts of death, and imagine an horrid gloom 


to attend the practice of piety ; and that it neceſſarily 
excludes the chriſtian from ſociat pleaſures; but 


ſuch concluſions are made by thoſe only who love 


to gratify thoſe depraved paſſions which the law of 


God condemns, and who never yet-taſted happineſs 
in God. Theſe, my daughter, you muſt pronounce 


improper judges i in the caſe. - Perſons of true piety - 


know that religion refines the groſſer paſſions, 
creates a better reliſh- for ſocial pleaſures, and in- 
ſtead of introdueing them to gloomy ſhades, it is the 
only path by which they can eſcape that dreadful 


darkneſs which reſted upon the mind of 18 de- 


parted friend. 

Daughter. | know, is we are too apt to 
be miſled, and to ſuppreſs thoughts of mortality ; 
but I hope, from Charlotte's death, to be more ſoli- 
citous for my future life. 

Mother. In this your own happineſs and the 
comfort of your parents very much depend. Be- 
fore you quit my chamber, let me urge you to the 
duties of prayer, and reading the ſcriptures. Prayer 
is the opening of the heart to God confeſſing our 


guilt and imploring his mercy. This is the great 
a duty 
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duty which enlivens, eve ery other, and fills the ou 
with the higheſt fatisfaCtion; but it is a duty to 
which, by, ſin, we are naturally ; averſe, | Beg the | 
Lord to give you an heart to pray. Never ſuffer 
yourſelf to be aſhamed of this duty, however others 
may deſpiſe it, If i it be an honour to converſe With 
a king upon bis throne, it 1s infinitely greater to 
have audience wich the LoxbD or Grokx, and 
delight beneath his heavenly ſmiles! 
| Daughter. Iknow this is a very great ſary; 10 nor 
do I wholly neglect it; but I have ſo many untuly 
thoughts, and, I know. ſo little of God, chat it ſeems 
almoſt uſeleſs for me to attempt to pray. 
Mot ier. This then, my child, wall convince 
: you of the importance of the-other duty I recom- 
mended you,—the reading of the Scriptures. This 
gives us juſt thoughts of the moral attributes of 
God, —ſhews us how, in Chriſt, ſinners are par- | 
doned, and can have fellowſhip with God, by the | 
aid of his Holy Spirit. The, mind being eſtabliſhel 
in this, ten thouſand other precious ſubjects. will 
unfold to your view, and give you the higheſt ſa- | 
tisfaction poſſible. In the language of an excellent 
writer I may tell you, Go, READ THE BIBLE 
10 BE GAY. No pleafures are ſo refined as 5 thoſ 
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inſpixe; —no proſpects of * furutiry, are fot Donat 
and divine, as revelation © opens to the believing 
mind. Although this duty might be performed at 
any time, yet I recommend you to attend to it in the 
morning, when the heart is free for contemplation. 
Begin with the Pſalms/and'the Evangeliſts, and read 
a chapter in each; and after you have done, fail 
not to propoſe ſuch queſtions as theſe— What do I 
in theſe chapters learn of God Which verſe 
ieads me to diſcover the beauties of a Saviour, and 
convinces me of my need of Him? Which Pro- 
miſe is moſt ſuited to encourage my mind, and 
which Precept appears neceſſary for me to ſobey ? 
Perſons in general read a chapter, cloſe the book, 
and it is over; but if ſuch i interrogations as I have 
propoſed. be made, they will never fail to impreſs 
the Scriptures more forcibly on your mind, inlarge 
your views of God and his grace, and conſequenily 
give you the higheſt en to perfora the 
duty of praye.. l 
Daughter, I ask you thy this "abbice. and 
hope it will be of teal ſervice. If you chuſe, ma- 
dam, as the fervant waits, I will retire and pre- 
pare a few lines of condolence to Maria Gay. 
Mother, By all means, and. preſent my ſympa- 
thetic condolence #9 her parents. 
(70 be continued. J1. 
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POETRY. 


Boers OF RES TORATION. 


G Majesty! how long 
Wit Thou conceal thy face? 
How long refuse my fainting soul 
The succours of thy grace? 


While sorrow wrings my bleeding was, 
And black despondence reigns, 
| Satan exults at my complaints, 


And triumphs oler = e 


Let thy returaing Spick, Lord, 

Dispel the shades of night; 

Smile on my poor deserted soul 
My God, thy smiles are light. 


While scoffers at thy Sacred weak. 
Deride the pangs I feel, 


Deem my religion insincere, 
Or call it useless zeal: 
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Yet will I ne*er repent my choice, | 
I'll ne'er withdraw my trust; 

E know Thee, Lord, a pow'rful Friend, 
And kind, and wise, and just. 


To doubt Thy e e be , 
: Ingratitude in me; | 
5 Past favours shall renew my bee 

E And _ uf faith in Thee. i 


J Indul cat God! my willing one” 

A Thy prabees shall prolog:; 

For oh! Thy bounty fires my breast, l 
And W swells my song. 


\ ITH Cr B the wn Hart 
Explores the cooling stream; 163-2510 - 

Mine is a passion stronger . Art B. K 
ene 0 b. C 

ves, with Superior pb ne tank, + 
T thirst to see thy face; 

My languid soul would fain approach 
The fountains of: far e 
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Oh! the great plenty of thy housel 
The rich refreshments there ! - 

To live an exile from thy courts . 
O'erwhelms me with despair. 


In worship when I join'd thy saints 
How sweetly pass'd my days! 
Prayer my divine employment then v; 


And all ny Plane praise. 


But now Im lost e joy, 
| Because detain'd from thee; . 
Those golden periods ne'er return, 
Or ne'er return to me. 


* vet, Sl 
And whence this anxious fear? 


Let former favours fix thy trust, 
And check the ring . 


434 2277 


When 8 an NI sorrows N s 
And press'd on every side. 

Did not the Lord sustain thy steps? 
And was not 2 mY ww”. 

AMiQtion i is a Ae So | 
Where wave resounds to wave; 

* Tho' o'er my head the ee 11 

I know the Lord can save. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps before the morning dawns, 
He'll reinstate my peace; | 
For he, who bade the tempest roar, 
Can bid the tempest cease. 


In the dark watches of che nigkt 
I count his mercies o' er; | 
Il praise him for ten thousand past, - 
And humbly sue for more. 


Then, O my saul, why thus deprext, 
And whenee this anxious fear? 
Let former favours fix thy ns I 
And check. the rising tear. 


Here will I rest, and build my y hopes, | 
Nor murmur at his rod; 4 ti. 

He's more than all the . me, 

My health, my life, my God! 
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WRITTEN IN A GARDEN. 


F ROM busy scenes, with peace alone retir'd, 
And the warm ray of gratitude inspir'd, 

For blessings past, and mercies yet to come, 
Here let me praise my God, and fix my home: 
With Isaac, in the fields, for grace implore; 
With Moses, in each beamy bush, adore! 


\ 
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His providence for all my wants provides, 
His arm upholds me, and his right _— 
His breezes fan me in the noon-tide hours, 


Where coolness walks amid pete asd bos. 


His bounty in the silver current flows, 
Smiles in the blossoms, in the friitage glows: \ 
His radiant finger gilds the vernal flowers, 


Fed with his balm, and-water'd with his showers : 


He bids the rose its crimson folds unloose, - 
And blush, refulgent, in the purple dews: 
The lily he arrays with spotless White, 
Rich in its mantte of inwoven light, 
(Go, Solomon, and cast thy gems aside, 


Nor glory in thy poverty of pride!) 
The painted tribes their sunny beams W 
And lend a lucid softness to the day. 21211 


Grateful, each flower to heaven W pays, 
And breathes Its fragrant soul away in praise. 
Oh, thither may they teach my soul to soar, 
Confess my Saviour, and his steps adore! 5 3 
Contented let me live, submissive 8 8 141 


And re a e er paradise'on high! © 
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| AN ESSAY ON THE VIRTUES OF 


FAITH. 


"Of! that I could but once by FAITH 
Behold Him on the tree; 

And see him languich there to death, 
And Shed his blood for me ! 


Wrrhour faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
Tod, either in our thoughts, words, or actions. 
Heb. xi. 6. Faith is ſimply taking God at his 
word, as unbelie, is giving God the Ii, The 
| Jones X {cripture 
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ſcripture teſtimony concerning mankind is, they ure 
children in whom is no faith. Devt.-xxxii. 20. 
and Ged hath concluded all in unbelief. Rom. xi. 
32. We need not trace the black circle of athe- 
1/ts, deiſts, and modern free-thinkers, and liſten 
to their awful expreſſions againſt the being, ma- 
jeſty, providence, law and goſpel of God, to diſ- 
cover the baneful fruit of unbelief; but, enter into 
our own breaſts, where we are ſenſibly convinced 
that from this bitter root Fpring thoſe thoughts and 
evil paſhons which are unworthy the true dignity 
of our nature, and bring us under the pain of 
damnation. Mark xvi. 16. In this ſtate mankind 
would have lived and died; and, in a future ſtate 
of exiſtence, been compelled to believe the juſtice 
-of God, and the evil of fin, in their own puniſh- 
ment, had not God, in. the glory of his grace, pro- 
vided a way by which guilty men ſhould be brought 
back again to him—a new principle of faith creat- 
ed in their unbelieving ſoul, and thus their moral 
and eternal happineſs ſecured. 

The goſpel informs us, that faith in the 5 of 
God; Eph. ii. 8. that it is obtained through the 
righteouſneſs of God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 

2 Pet. i. 1. and produced in the heart by the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, Gal. v. 22. Col. ii. 12. 
It is a conſtituent part of that new life which Chriſt 

© communicates 
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eommunicates to all his people, diſtinguiſhing them 
in their ſtate, ſenſibility, obedience, pleaſures, and 
proſpects, from other men; and thoſe who have it 
are daily taught practically to believe that the 
growth, ſtrength, comfort, and lively exertion of 
their faith, wholly depend upon Jeſus, who is e 
author and finiſter of our faith. Heb. xii. 2. As 
faith is of ſuck infinite conſequence to our prejent 
peace and. future happineſs, I ſhall, in this eſſay, 
form a ſhort collection of its virtues, and with that 
they may be more highly experienced in every rea- 
der's breaſt. 

1. It ſcatters the clouds of /elf-de/ception, whith 
naturally cover the depraved heart of man; ſhews 
his true character as a ſinner, and reveals his ſtand- 
ing in Ciriſt for eternity. Thus, he that believeth 
hath the witneſs in himſelf. 1 John v. 10. God's 
word is the ground of faith: in this, as in a pure 
mirror, the enlightened ſinner ſees his own likeneſs, 
and is. filled with ſelf-abaſement. His heart gradu- 
ally opens; its treachery, power, and vileneſs, in- 
duce him, were it poſſible, to fly from himſelf, 
The immortality of the ſoul, the conſequence of 
tranſgreſſion, his obligation to the lau, the certain- 
ty of death, the ſolemnity of judgment, and the ne- 
ceſſity of forgiveneſs; theſe, and many other im- 
portant truths which before he either denied or neg- 

lecded, 
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lected, are now conveyed to his conſcience, with 
the fulleſt demonſtration from the Almighty. He 
had often heard his character deſcribed by others; 
he had frequently felt the convictions of his own 
conſcience; he knew his heart was not altogether 
right with God; but now, by /aith of the opera- 
tion of God, he knows his caſe to be deſperate, | 
and to live and die in ſuch a ſtate fills him with | 
grief. All things within him, and around him, 
wear their true colours, and impreſs his ſoul with 
that ſolemn weight he never felt before. Proud 
nature, aided by ſatan, may deviſe ten thouſand 
ways to recover itſelf; but ſuch is the virtue of that 
faith by which the work was begun, that the ſin- 
ner finds a perfect inability to amend his conſcience 
and obtain peace with God, and firmly Veli Ves, 
if ever he is ſaved, it muſt be by grace alone. The 
ear which once turned from the charming voice of 
the goſpel, now liſtens with attention. The per- 
ſon of the God-· man Chriſt Jeſus, the perfection of 
his righteouſneſs, the fulneſs of his atonement, the 
riches of his grace, the freeneſs of his love to ſin- 
ners, the chief of ſinners, his moſt inveterate ene- 
mies, engage the awakened mind, and create a 
longing for a ſhare in ſo great a ſalvation. The 
word preached profits, being mixed with faith in 
him that hears it. He * to underſtand . 
trut 
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frath, which before he deſpiſed, that, by the deeds 
= of the law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in the 


1 ſight of God, becauſe they are imperfect and vile, 
which the law condemns and not accepts; — but 
now the righteouſneſs of God, without the law, 
4 is manifeſted, being witneſſed by the law and the 
prophets : even the righteouſneſs of God by Faith 
> of Feſus Chriſt unto all, and upon all them that 


believe; for there is no difference. Rom. iii. 
2123. This diſcovers the goſpel to be worthy 
of its AUTHOR, and to contain a ſuitable ſalvation 
for the ſinner. There can be no greater ground 


for faith in Chriſt than that the Gop againſt whom 
we have ſinned, hath fet HIM forth in the goſpel, 
a propitiation through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteouſneſs in the remiſſion of ſins that 
are paſt, that he might be juſt, and the juſtiſier 
of him which believeth in Feſus. Rom. ili. 25, 26. 
Here reſts our faith: cut off from this we periſh. 
The belief of it engages the heart and ſoul moſt 
earneſtly to pray for it. The ſame bleſſed Saviour 
who ſaid, All things whatever ye fhall aſt in 
prayer, believing, ye ſhall receive, Matt. xxi. 22. 
in due time returns a gracious anſwer, by manifeſt 
ing himſelf to the trembling heart, ſaying, Fear 
not, I have redeemed thee;. I have called thee by 
thy name, thou art mine.” Ia, xlii, 1. This is 
. enough; 
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enough; faith credits the report, and brings the 
comfort of the promiſe. Chriſt dwells in the heart 
by faith. Eph. iii. 12. My beloved is mine, and 
I am his. Sol. Song ii. 16. The conſcience feels 
peace with God, being ſatisfied with, and reconcil- 
ed by the blood of Chriſt. What joy and peace 
in believing! The ſoul caſts itſelf into the bleeding 
boſom of the Saviour, and finds reſt, pardon, com- 
fort, hope and happineſs indiſcribable. From what 
Chriſt is in himſelf, what he hath done for ſinners, 
what he hath done for me, aud my entering into 
the love of his heart, by faith; theſe are evidences 
to me of my intereſt in him, and I reſt aſſured he 
will loye me to the end. This experience of the 
heart is called the work of faith, 2 Theſſ. i. 11. 
becauſe ſuch are its ſoul reclaiming, ſaving virtues, 
which never could have been produced by nature, 
the powers of reaſon, the circle of the arts, nor 
all the objects of ſenſe ; and brings the hk 
honour to Jehovah. 

2. As the croſs of Chriſt leads to communion 
with the Father, we will now examine the virtues 
of faith, in enabling us to walk humbly and hap- 
pily with him. This is the ſubſtance of religion. 

Me walk by faith, not by ſight. 2 Cor. v. 7. By 
faith we ſee him who is inviſible to the eye of ſenſe; 
enjoy the comforts of a coyenant relation in God 

as 


that render our perſons, prayers, and praiſes, ac- 


POCKET LIBRARY. wy 


as our Father; exult in the glories of his attributes 
in our redemption, and walk in the light of his 
countenance. We know nothing of ſuch a rela- 
tion of grace but as it is revealed in the Bible; and 
it is the virtue of faith to receive the truth as it is 
in Chriſt, and enjoy the comfort of it. It is the 
object of unbelief to raiſe a cloud between the 
chriſtian and his God, to interrupt the pleaſures of 

communion ; but faith, nouriſhed by the Spirit of 
Chriſt, is ſtronger than unbelief fed by ſatan, and 
therefore the darkneſs ſoon vaniſhes, and the light 
of faith cheers the heart. —All our communion 
with God is maintained by faith in the blood of 
Chriſt. Having therefore, brethren, boldneſs 10 
enter into the holiefl by the blood of Feſus, by a 
new and living way which he hath conſecrated 
for us—let us draw near with a true heart, in 
full aſſurance of faith. Heb. x. 19—22. It is 
the perſon and blood of Jeſus, the great High Prieſt, 


ceptable to God; and this is the way alone in which 
God will meet and commune with us; nor can we 
enjoy any ſenſible, lively communion with the Fa- 
ther, unleſs by faith we reſt upon the precious blood 
of the Lamb; guilt will ſtop our mouth, fears will 
ariſe in our breaſt, and our ſpirits will ftand at a 


ſorrowful diſtance from God, —As God hath given 
| US 
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us exceeding great and precious promiſes, on Which 
we may reſt our prayer, enjoy communion with 

him, and wait for the good things promiſed; ſo it 

is by Faith that we embrace the promiſes, view 
chem in Chriſt, who poſſeſſes the grace and glory 
promiſed, and wao is engaged to make them good 
to all that believe. 2 Cor. i. 20. It is not poſſible 
for us to enjoy communion with the Father, ſepa- 
rate from the Redeemer. Truly, our fellowſhip it 
with the Father, and with his Son Feſus Chriſt. 


To them that believe, Jeſus is increaſingly precious 


inall the ſacred relations and offices he ſuſtains; and. 
it is the virtue of faith to lead the chriſtian, under 
all his neceffities, to emp/oy Chriſt as his Prieſt, 
Prophet, King, and Shepherd; and thus, as he re- 
ceived Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, ſo he walks in him, 
and has the moſt ſolid peace of conſcience, and hap- 
pineſs of ſoul in walking 1th the. Father Nor is 
it poſſible that Fait4 ſhould be unconcerned about 
the influence of the Spirit of God, who implanted 
it in the heart. As by believing we know we have 
nothing, nor can we do any thing to raiſe our hearts 
to communion with God; ſo the boliever reſts upon 
the Spirit to help his infirmities, teſtify of Chriſt, 
dictate his prayer, ſeal his conſcience, and ſhed 
abroad the love of God in his heart. Leſt we ex- 


ceed the bounds allotted for this eſſay, we will, 
3. Proceed 
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3. Proceed to enquire into the virtues of faith, 
in producing obedience. The ſcripture ſpeaks of 
faith that purifieth the heart, and worketh by love, 
Acts xv. 9. Gal. v. 6. and that the goſpel was 
preached among. all nations for the obedience of 
Faith. Rom. xvi. 26. Faith creates new princi- 
ples, affords the ſublimeſt motives, and propoſes 
the moſt glorious ends, on which an immortal ſoul 
can act before God and man. God is our moſt 
gracious, everlaſting Father, and we obey his will, 
not as ſlaves, but as his adopted children, Chrift 
hath bought vs with his precious blood, and we 
yield ourſelves to him as our Sovereign, Lord, and 
King. Introduced by grace into his ſpiritual king- 
dom, we receive from his hand THE LAW or 
FAITH, Rom. iii. 27. the goſpel, ſanctioned. by 
his divine authority, and inforced by his redeeming 
love. In this law is contained every precept eſſen- 
tial to our walk with God, the worſhip due to his 
name, the government of ourſelves, our conduct 
in the world, our conflict with our enemies, and 
our fellowſhip with the ſaints. So far from the 
poſſeſſion of faith leading men into negle& and 
licentiouſneſs, it is the ſpring to every good word 
and work; for, as it hath been often ſaid, + He 
that hath St. Paul's s Faith will never fail to prac- 
tiſe St, * s works.” The chriſtian firmly be- 

lieves 
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lieves that there can be no precept which the wil. 
dom of his Saviour enjoins in the-law of faith, that 
can be trivial and unneceſſary ; therefore his obe- 
dience is univerſal, and, with David, he has re. 
pet unto all God's teflimonies. The virtues of 
| faith produce the higheſt pleaſures and cheerfulneſs 
in obedience It is my Father's command=—my Sa- 
viour's love conftrains—it is connected with my 
character it may promote ce happineſs of another, 
and diſplay the honour. of my Lord; therefore, 
with an enlarged heart IL will run. the way of his 
commands, and think myſelf happy to obey. Let 
us then hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith with- 
out wavering, for he is Faithful that promiſed: 
and let us confider one another unto love and good. 


works ; for herein;s aur Father glorified, that abt "I 


bear much fruit. 
4. As the Lord's are a poor and an afflicted 
people, they need a Faith, whoſe virtues ſhall bear 
them above their deepeſt forrows. The. believer 
has trials in common. wid other men; and he has 
afflictions peculiar to himſelf, the chief of which 
are found within his own breaſt. As a diſciple of 
Chriſt, he believes his Lord and Maſter has wiſely 
allotted a cro/5,. for the exerciſe of his faith, the 
trial of his patience, and the proof of his ſincerity, 
and therefore it is. with_cheerfulne(s he takes it up. 
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The word of God contains many ſalutary cordials 
for ſuffering chriſtians, and ſhews them, that, how- 
ever ſevere, they ſpring from a Father's love, and 
are deſigned to promote their real intereſt. Be/ow- 
ed, think it not ſtrange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try you, as though ſome ſtrange thing 
had happened unto you; but rejoice, in as muck 
as ye are partakers of Chriſt's ſufferings; that, 
when his glory all be revealed, ye may be glad 
alſo with exceeding joy. 1 Pet. iv. 12, 13. W 
know that all things work together for good 10 
them that love God. Rom. viii. 28. Afflictions 
brighten, manifeſt, and improve the virtues.of faith; 
and faith makes afflictions fruitful of real good, al- 
ways to the ſoul, and frequenily to the body. It 
is as an anchor to the ſoul, keeping it quiet in the 
boſom of the Father's love, that, however long and 
ſevere, the ſtorm ſhall produce a brighter ſky, and 
make him more humble, patient, watchful, obedi- 
ent, and happy. He believes there is no rod held 
in his Father's hand without honey at the end no 
eroſs without a crowu— nor crown without a croſs, 
The adarker the providence, the more intricate the 
path; and the more violent the oppoſition, the greater 
1s the opportugity for faith to diſcover its intrinſic 
virtue. It will hang upon Chriſt in the midſt of a 
rock —it will truſt him when he ſeems to have 
forſaken 
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forſaken—it will always ſhine the brighteſt wien 


there is the leaſt objects of ſenſe to ſurround it. 


it will draw conſolation from the ancient tranſac- 


tions of God in eternity, and look forward with 
tranſport to futurity. It is impoſſible to enumerate 
or to eſtimate the virtues of faith! It however 
ſhines brighteſt in the furnace: there can be no 
ſight ſo honourable to God, ſo gratifying to the be- 
holder, and ſo convicting to the eye of infidelity, 


as to ſee a chriſtian ſtripped of the creature, yet } 


full of love to the Creator; ſurrounded wich thick 
darkneſs, yet light in the Lord; walking on the 
borders of deſpair, yet believing in hope againſt 

hope, that every event ſhall terminate to the honour 

of God and the real happineſs of himſelf! 

5. If ſuch are the virtues of fait to a chriſtian 
in life, they muſt be ſuperior in the article of death. 
Of the long liſt of ancient worthies contained in 
the 11th of Hebrews, it is ſaid, theſe all died in 
faith! To profeſs faith is eaſy; to poſſeſs faith 
is a bleſſing which none but God can give; to die 
in faith, is to enjoy more peace, and more happineſs 
than ten thouſand worlds can beſtow ; and which 
can only be exceeded by the full poſſeſſion of the 
glories of immortality | If by faith all things were 
diſcovered in their true colours, and felt in-their 
due weight of influence upon the mind in life, much 

| | | more 
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more ſo the nature, appendages, and end of death 
become viſible, and all things around now become 


truly ſolemn | By faith the dying chriſtian takes a 


view of Death, clad in all his native horrors, lead- 
ing mankind to an awful ſtate of puniſhment due 
to their tranſgreſſions; feels the ſentence within him- 
ſelf, and drops the ſilent tear Then looks on 
Chriſt, who has conquered Death, and perfumed 
the grave with his own bleſſed body, and from a 
lively faith of intereſt in him cries, This God is 
my God, and he ſhall be my guide even through 
death! Though fleſh and heart fail, the Lord ſhall 
be the ſtrength of my life and my portion forever 
I am perſuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 


preſent, nor things to come, nor height, nor 


depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to ſe- 
parate me from the love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Jeſus my Lord!“ Nor does faith yield its virtues 
only in the immediate article of dying: No— 


“Faith builds a bridge across the gulph of Death, 
To break the shock blind Nature connot shun, 
And leads Thought smoothly on the farther shore. 
Death's terror is the mountain Faiti removes; 
That mountain barrier between man and peace. 
*Tis Faith disarms Destruction, and absolves 
From ev'ry clam'rous charge, the guiltless tomb. 
Y It 
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It brings to view the glories of immortality, anll 
aſſures the conſcience of after bliſs. He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlaſiing life. He 
knows it is ſecured in Chriſt; that Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed it; thouſands have died in anticipation of it, 
and. he reſts.in hope the bleſſing ſhall be his. He 
dies in faith ; leaves a teſtimonyof faith behind him 
for the comfort and eſtabliſhment of. others : but O! 
who can deſcribe the virtues of faith in bearing the 
ſoul above the pangs of mortality? Who can paint | 
the proſpe& which faith affords beyond the vale?— | 
He drops his clay, and mounts on high, zo be | 
forever with the Lord. 


-—m_—_— 


Dialogue between a Mother and her Daughter. 


(Continued from fiage 230, and concluded.) 
THE SEA SHORE. 


Mother. War a charming proſpect is this! 
Wich what majeſty yonder ſloop of war rides 
upon the rolling waves What numbers of leſſer 
veſſels cover the water | I never ſaw the ſea exhi- | 
bit a more pleaſing fight. 
Daughter. The ſcene is truly delightful ;—let 


us advance, and, if you pleaſe, madam, ſet on the 
| 8 graſs 
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graſs that covers yonder humble rock, which ſeems 
almoſt deſigned by nature as a rural ſopha for tra- 
velling ſpectators, while ſurveying the wonders of 
the deep. One would think THOMPSON was fa- 
voured with ſuch a ſeat when he wrote thoſe ad- 
mirable lines 


And thou majestic main, 

A secret world of wonders in thyself, 

Sound His stupendous praise, whose greater voice, 
Or bids you roar, or bids your roarings fall. 


Mother. Well might the elegant poet call the 
ocean, a ſecret world of wonders! What an in- 
finite number, and endleſs variety of animal and 
vegetable productions are incircled within its bo- 
ſom? What prodigious burdens it ſuſtains upon its 
iurface | and therewith are ſtaked the greater part 
of the wealth of nations, as Y o0UNG beautifully 
lays 


Who sings the source 
Of wealth and force? 
Vast fields of commerce and big war! 
Where wonders dwell; 
Where terrors swell; | 
And Neptune thunders from his car! 


How advantageous is this great body of water 
in connecting diſtant nations for exchanging pro- 
| duce, 
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duce, and cultivating art! and thus the great family 
of mankind are made mutual ſharers in the rich 
bounties of all-gracious providence. The liquid 
element is the mean by which the ſervants of the 
Moſt High paſs from nation to nation, and pene- 
trate the remote corners of the world, to publiſh the 
glad tidings of ſalvation in the name of the Son of | 

God, that the knowledge of the Lord may cover 

the earth, as the waters do the ſea. 
Daughter. Yes, madam, we loſe much by 
neglect of contemplation, eſpecially when we do | 
not trace the finger of the Almighty, who hath | 
formed the great deep, and ſeparated the waters 
from the dry land; and who, inviucible in power, 
ruleth this roaring monſter with all the facility of 
command: Hitherto fhalt thou come, but no far- 
ther; and here ſhall thy proud waves be layed. 
Mother. True, my Eliza; and it is one of the 
diſtinguiſhing favours of my life, that God hath 
enriched you with a deſire tocontemplate the won- 
ders of his goodneſs. As you are now, my child, 
advancing to mature age, I will avail myſelf of this 
retired ſpot, and employ the beautiful proſpect be- 
fore us, in directing your attention to future life. 
The ocean is a juſt emblem of this tranſitory world; 
always in motion; ſometimes caſt into foaming bil- 
lows, mountains high; then glides in peaceful 
| waves; 
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waves ;—ſo is our life, and we need the preſence of 


that adorable Saviour, whoſe prerogative it is to 
rule the globe. 


He says; —be calm; the sea obeys his will; 
The storm is silent, and the waves are still.“ 


Daughter. Sometimes I think of the wide world 
that unfolds to me its thouſand cares. True, 
my days may be cut ſhort, as were Charlotte 
Gay's ;—but ſhould they be prolonged, I have 
more than ever, ſince that. mournful ſtroke, felt 
conſcious that I need an Almighty. Guide. 

Mother. Ves, my child, you may think fo, and 

l am happy you have ſuch thoughts; but, myſelf and 
others, who have got mid-way the ocean of life, have 
found the advantage of a guide for our youth, and a 

ſtaff for our years. So extremely ſhort are many 
of the viciſſitudes of life, one needs ſomething more 
than mortal to prepare us for them, and preſerve us 
in a virtuous path. How often does the mariner } 
fit with eaſe at his helm, the gentle gale fills fle 
ſheets; and his cheerful heart hails his port in 
view I— but, the wind ſhifts, the tide turns, the 
clouds lower, and, in a little while, his bark is daſh- 
ed with the ſtorm, and nought but death appears! 
Such, ſuch are the changes of ourlives, from health 
to ſickneſs, pleaſure to pain - proſperity to adverſity; 
SS theſe 
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theſe g alternate, till, at laſt, arrives the great 
change from life to death ! O happy thoſe who have 
ſtood the ſtormand tempeſt, at laſt, by faith in Chriſt, 
arrive at the port of everlaſting bliſs | But theſe re- 
flections have ſomewhat diverted one from a parti- 


cular piece of inſtruction, neceſſary to your preſent 1 


ſtage of life. 


In ſocial life, next to be eſteemed to the bleſſings 


of grace, is an honourable connection in marriage, 
Entering into ſuch a relation, either hazards, or 
promotes our happineſs in paſſing over the ocean of 
time, and generally has a very conſiderable influ- 


ence upon our morals. To marry only for beauty, | 


is to purchaſe a houſe for the noſe- gay in its win- 
dow, which muſt ſoon fade, and probably prove ob- 

noxious to its poſſeſſor. To marry only for riches, 
is todeceive our own paſſions, and eventually makes 
us poor indeed. Our own affections too often de- 
ceive us in common things; and therefore, in ſuch an 
important conneCtion as this, the utmoſt delibera- 
tion and care are abſolutely neceſſary, infinitely 
more ſo than that yonder mariner, who ploughs the 
ocean, ſhould firſt have aſcertained the ſtability of 
his veſſel, before he put to ſea. The ſafeſt way 
is to ſeek direction from that adored Saviour, who 


vouchſafed his preſence at a marriage in Cana of 


Galilee ; and we may be certain, that marriage 
promiſes 
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promiſes little moral felicity, where Jeſus is not 
invited as a gueſt; as pious biſhep Hall ſays, 
„ Thoſe that marry ix Chriſt, cannot marry 
WITHOUT him.” This was the baſis on which 
my conneCtion. was formed with your honoured 
father, and has often been to me a ſource of pleaſ- 
ing reflection; it has ſupported us both under ma- 
ny ſevere domeſtic trials, and ſtill affords: us the 
higheſt gratification. And you, my child ——Ah! 


here comes your brother James I muſt therefore 


{ay no more upon this delicate ſubject. Well, 
James, are you come to ſhare witi us in ys 
ing the beauties of the ocean? 

Fames. My father has juſt arrived from 8 city, 
and has ſent me to requeſt your return with ſiſter 
Eliza, to tea; as the afternoon is ſo pleaſant, he 
has ordered the ſervant to prepare the table in the 
arbour on the mount. 

Mother. With all my heart, James, —come, let 
Jour mother lean upon your arm. 


3 — 


THE MINISTER's PRAYER-BOOK. 


A CLERGYMAN of an independent congre- 


gation, after many years labour among his people, 


was ſuppoſed, by some of his members, very much to 


decline in his vivacity and uſefulneſs; accordingly 
wo 
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two of the deacons waited upon him, and exhibited 
their complaint. The miniſter received them with 
much affection, and aſſured them that he was equally | 
ſenſible of his languor and little ſucceſs, and. that the 


cauſe had given him very great uneaſineſs. The 


deacons wiſhed, that if the miniſter was ſufficiently 


free, he would name what he thought was the cauſe. 


Without heſitation, the miniſter replied, TRE 


Loss OF MY PRAYER-Book. © Y our prayer-book, 


{aid the ſenior deacon, with ſurprize, I never knew 
you uſed one! Yes, replied the miniſter, I have en- 
joyed the benefit of one for many years till very late- 


ly, and I attribute my ill ſucceſs to the loſs of it.— 


The prayer of my people was my prayer-book ; and 
it has given me great grief that they have laid it a- 
ſide. Now, brethren, if you will return to my peo- 
ple, and procure me the uſe of my prayer-book a- - 


gain, I doubt not but that I ſhall preach much- bet- 


ter, and you will hear more profitably. The deacone, 


| conſcious of their neglect, thanked the miniſter for 
his reproof, and wiſhed him—good morning. 
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THE LAMB. 


Or, the SHEEP, in the ſyſtem of MAMMA- 
LIA, a genus of the order of pecora, the charac- 
ters of which are theſe : The horns are concave, 
turned backwards, and full of wrinkles ; there are 


eight fore-teeth in the under-jaw, and no dog- teeth. 
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The ſpectes are, 1. Aris, or ram and ewe; the 
horns of which are ſhaped like a half- moon, and 
compreſſed. 2. The Guineenſis, or Guinea ſheep, 
has pendulous ears, large hairy dew lips, and a 
prominence on the hind part of the head. The 
wool is ſhort, like that of the goat. 3. The Strep- 


ſiceros, or Creton ſheep, has ſtrait carinated horns, . 
twiſted in a ſpiral manner. It is a native of Mount 
Jola. The ſheep is the moſt harmleſs, and yet 
moſt expoſed to danger of. all. other. animals. It- 


may be eſteemed one of Nature's great gifts to man- 
kind; its fleſh is excellent food, and its fleece high- 
ly beneficial for cloathing. The property of the 


ancients principally conſiſted of ſheep and other 
animals Job, after his affliction, had no leſs than | 


fourteen thouſand ſheep. 


SHEEP, from their obedience to their ſhepherd, | 
their patience under ſuffering, their proneneſs to 


wander, their expoſure to enemies, and their profit- 


ableneſs to mankind, are uſed in the ſacred ſerip- 
tures to diſignate. thoſe happy ſouls who were 


bought with the blood, and called by the voice of 
Jeſus Chriſt our CHIEF SHEPHERD, and placed 
by him in the fold of his church to feed in the paſ- 
tures of his. unſearchable grace —Lamss, the 
young of the ſheep, from their tenderneſs, activi- 
VP , meckneſs, innocence, and defenceleſſneſs, are 
equally, 
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equally deſeriptive of thoſe young converts whom 
Peter was commanded to feed; and whom, accord- 
ing to prophecy, Chriſt, the good Shepherd, gathers 
with his arm, and carries in his boſom. 
It is our intention, in this piece of Natural Hiſ- 
tory, to contemplate the Lamb which the volume 
of revelation exhibits as a lively emblem of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Lams oF Gp, who taketh away the 
fin of the world; John. i. 29.—The Lamb which 
Abraham told Iſaac, his ſon, God would provide 
himſelf for a burnt offering. Gen. xxii. ), 8.— 
Under this emblem Meſſiah has been known in 
all ages. He was tie Lamb flain from the foun- 
dation of the world; decreed ſo to be, and per- 
petually exhibited as ſuch through ſucceſſive pe- 
riods, until he ſhed his blood for men. Rev. xiii. 8. 
This, probably, therefore, was the creature ſlain, 
the ſkin of which the Lord God made coats and 
c!othed our firſt diſobedient parents, to teach them 
the neceſſity of a ſacrifice; and, that righteouſneſs, 
procured by HIM, who was to bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head, that they might be juſtified with God. 
It is certain, that the Lamb, ſelected by the ex- 
preſs command of the Almighty, to be the victim 
ſacrificed, to ſecure the Hebrews when the deſtroy- 
ing angel was commiſſioned to ſmite the firſt born 
of Egypt, and to form the ſupper for thoſe who 


were 
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were to paſs over the Red Sea, did, in a very cir- 
cumſtantial manner, typify the bleſſed Jeſus, and the 
rich benefits of his grace. An expoſitor, who 
cannot be miſtaken, has given us this interpreta. 
tion of that remarkable ceremony: Chriſt, our 
Paſſover, is ſacrificed for us. 1 Cor. v. 7. De- 
-dlaring, hereby, that Chriſt is a real ſacrifice; that 
he was'prefigured in this capacity, by the Paſchal 
Lamb-; that the circumſtances which diſtinguiſhed 
it met in him; and the advantages which reſult- 
ed from it flowed through him. 
]] be name of this celebrated feaſt Pefels, Paſſ- 
over, becauſe the angel of the Lord paſſed over the 
doors of the Iſraelites, on ſeeing the poſts thereof 
ſprinkled with the blood of the Lamb; evangelically 
it points to the great feaſt of the goſpel. God, paſſing 
over the offences of his people, through the complete 
ſatisfaction by the blood of Jeſus Chirſt.— The 
Lamb was to be taken from the ſteep, or from the 
goats; Jeſus was made a partaker of fleſh and blood, 
and, in all*things like unto his brethren; yet, ſepa- 
xated from them in his defignation to the office of a 
Mediator, in the miraculouſneſs of his Incarnation, 
and in his performing the great work of redemption 
alone. The Paſchal Lamb was without blemiſh : 
ſuch was the Lamb of God, free from all taint of 
original ſin, and from every ſpot of actual tranſgreſ- 
ſion; 
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fion ; he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled; and, through 
the eternal Spirit, he offered himſelf without ſpot 7 
to Gol, A4 Lamb of the firſt year, in all the 


ſprightlineſs and beauty of youth; Chriſt alſo laid 
down his life, not when worn out with age, or de- 
bilitated with ſickneſs, but in the very prime of his 


ys, amidſt all the bloom of health, and all the vi- 


gour of manhood, that chis tender, precious Lamb 
may prove the {weeteſt food for the believing ſoul; 


and to teſtify that his ſacrifice is of perpetual eſſi- 
cacy. Nor is it without meaning that the Lamb 
was, for the ſpace of four days, ſeparated from the 


fold; for thus alſo it was with Chriſt, if we reckon” 
prophetic days for years. Ezek. iv. 6. At his thirti- 
er] year he left his mother's houſe, as a fold, where 


he was born and brought up, and was crueified the 
fourth after. But it likewiſe deſerves obſervation, 
that Chriſt came to Jeruſalem to the feaſt, and 
to his laſt paſſover, on that very day on which 


God had commanded the Lamb to be kept up in 


Egypt, the tenth of the month Niſan. For fix 
days before the paſſover, he came to Bethany, 
Ihn xii. 1. that is, on the ninth of the month 
Niſan: the day after he: went to Jeruſalem, ver. 


11. to preſent himſelf to be offered to God. 

The Lamb was to be ſlain in ſuch a manner as 

N occaſion the moſt copious effuſion of blood; 
2 
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and was not this very exactly fulfilled in our ſuffer- 
ing Saviour? On ſight of that cup of indignation: 
he came to drink, blood iflued from every vein, and 
fell in vaſt drops upon Gathſamane's. ground! the 
rending laſhes of the ſcourge the lacerating points 
of thorns ; the rugged nails which pierced his hands 
and his feet; the deadly /pear which ripped his ſide, . 
and anade way to his heart; theſe, theſe were the 
ways through which his moſt precious blood flow. 
ed, to waſh away our ſtains. Though the blood 
Was to be ſo copiouſly ſhed, a bone of the Lamb 
was not to be braken; a circumſtance this which 
a wonderful, interpoſing Providence directed. The 
ſoldiers had received their commiſſion to break the. 
legs of the three crucified perſons. When they had 
actually broken che legs of each malefactor which 
hung on the right ſide of our Lord and on his leſt, 
their minds were over- ruled to ſpare the bleſſed Je- 
ſus, and to leave his bones untouched. The Lamb 
was to be killed before the whale aſſembly; and did 
not the whole multitude of the Jews conſpire againſt 
our Redeemer to put him to death? Did they not 
all, with one voice, cry, Crucify him, erucify him? 
Was he not put to death at one of their grand feſti- 
vals, and in the ſight of the whole aſſembled nation? 
The blood was not to be poured heedlefily upon 
the my but received carefully into à baſon, 


and 
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and /prink!ed with the utmoſt punctuality upon the 
door pots. In like manner the blood of this pre- 
eious Lamb was to be realized in heaven, and to 
be received by an humble faith, and applied to our 
eonſciences.— The ſprinkling of the blood of that 
Lamb ſecured every Mraelite from the deſtroying 
angel's ſword; and the blood of Jeſus Chriſt c/eanſ< 
et from all ſin, and ſaves us from the pains of 
eternal death. The Lamb was to be roa/ted with 
Fre, and the foul of Chriſt ſuffered the fire of divine 
anger againſt fin; ſo that, according to David, hzs 
Heart was like wax, melted in the midſt of his beru- 
es — As the blood of the Paſchal Lamb was the 
peace and preſervation of the Hebrews, ſo they 
were to eat the whole fleſh, and none of it was to 
remain until the morning: thus the Lord Chriſt 
hath not only made peace by the blood of his croſs, 
but hath given his fleſh for the life of the world; 
his fleſh is meat indeed—more nouriſhing to our 
ſouls than the delicious fleſh of the tender lamb. is 
to our bodies; and, whoſoever eateth thereof hath 
everlaſting life. Not a part only, but the whole 
of this precious Lamb of God is embraced by faith: 
his perſon, obedience, life, death, grace, and offices, 
form the delightful food of his ranſomed people, ſo. 
that, emphatically, he is ſaid to be all, and in all. 
It muſt not be forgotten, that thoſe who celebrated 

| the 
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the Paſchal Supper, eat the Lamb with unleaven- 


ed bread, and with bitter herbs; their loins were 
girt, their feet od, their flaff in their hands, 
and te eat in haſte; equally thoſe who, by faith, 
feed upon Chriſt, the flaughtered Lamb, keep the 
Feaſt with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and 
truth; the bitter herbs of affliction are of real ad- 
vantage to enliven and preſerve the appetite of their 
ſoul, that they may feed more deliciouſly upon the 
Saviour; for, if we ſuffer with him, we all 
alfa reign with him; their Joins are girt about 
20 truth; their feet Mod with the preparation 
of the goſpel of peace; the ſtaff of divine Promi ſe 
is held in the hand of Faith; and in their general 
deportment they teſtify that here they have no abid- 
ing city, but ſeeł one to come. The whole of this 
very remarkable inſticution was from the Lord, 
without the ſolicitation, or the merit of the He- 
brew captives, to produce their temporal deliver- 
ance; infinitely more ſo the gift of Chriſt, the 
Lamb of God., was the ſole fruit of the Father's 
unmerited, everlaſting love; to procure our liber- 
ty from ſin, the power of ſatan, the ſting of death, 
the curſe of the law, to bring us the enjoyment of 
God in time, and to lead us over the red ſea of 
death to the manſions of glory in eternity. 

Wie cannot omit citing that evangelic view 
which 
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Lamb of God, who was to bear the fin of many. 


He was oppreſſed and he was affiified, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to 
the laughter, and as a ſheep before her fhearers 


is dumb, ſo he openeth not his mouth. liii. 7. Ho- 


juſt, how pathetic the deſcription! Had the pro- 
phet lived in Jeruſalem at the very period Jeſus was 


betrayed, by a perfidious diſciple, for 4hirty pieces 


of filver, and taken to the bar of Pilate; had he 
ſtood by in the priſon while the Saviour ſubmitted. 
to be ſcourged and ſpit upon; had he actually 
crowded among the murdering Jews, and followed. 


in the mouring train to Calvary, he could not in 


colours more ſtrongly have marked the ſolemn 
ſcene, nor deſcribed the-patience, humility, and ſub- 
miſſion of the bleſſed Jeſus under his crucifiers. 
But if innocence mark this diſtinguiſhed Lamb, 


why theſe extreme ſufferings? Let the evangelic- 


prophet himſelf reply. Ie Lord hath lain upon 


Aim the iniquity of us all, and he bears the in 


of many; thou ſhalt make his ſoul an offering for 
fin; therefore, it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, 
and to put him to grief. He was wounded for 


our tranſgreſſions; he was bruiſed for our ini- 


 quities : the chaſtiſement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his ftripes we are healed. PRI- 
L 2 | LIP, 
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L1P, a preacher of the goſpel, well underſtood this 
prophecy; therefore, when the Eunuch aſked him, 
Of whom ſpeak the prophet this ? of himſelf, or 
„ ſome other man? Philip began at the ſame 
ſcripture, and preached unto him Feſus, with the 
moſt pleaſurable ſucceſs. Acts vii. JohN, too, 
when he ſaw Jeſus, equally underſtood whom he 
was, when he exhorted his two companions to be- 
hold the Lamb of GC, John i. 29. All that was 
deſigned by the Paſchal Lamb, and the bleeding 
lambs uſed in the daily ſacrifice ;—all that the pro- 
phets propheſied bf Meſſiah, centre in this lamb, 
 Emphatically called the LAMB oF GoD;—of his 
own nature, of his own providing, of his own ſa- 
- crificing, and of his own accepting! O for the 
light of faith, to behold this adored Lamb in all 
the excellence of his nature, and to enjoy him in 
all the virtues of his ſacrifice! O for an heart to 
follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth, in the 
viciſſitudes of his providence, the inſtitutions of his 
grace, and the delightful precepts of his lips! 

If the contemplation of the Lamb at the Naughter 
creates ſuch ſolemn ſenſations ; let us, by aid of the 
{criptures, behold him glorified upon his throne. 
Joux was favoured with this auguſt fight, and 
he informs us— In the mid/t of the throne, and 
of the Jour beings, and in the miaſi of the elders, 
ſtood 
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flood a lamb as it had been ſlain. Rev. v. 6. He 
that was ſlaughtered on Mount Calvary, for fin, 
is now enthroned on Mount Zion, to reign in glo- 
ry | O happy ſubjects of his celeſtial dominion !— 
They behold him worthy to open the ſeals of the 
book of life, and of divine decrees. v. 2.— They 
ſtand before the throne in ſpotleſs purity, having 
waſhed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb; and ſerve him day and night 


in his temple; they ſhall hunger no more, neither 


thirſt any more; neither ſhall the ſunlight on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midſt 
of the throne ſhall feed them, and fhall lead them 
unto living fountains of waters: and God fhall 
Wipe away all tears from their eyes. vii. 17. &c. 


They no longer ſee through a glaſs darkly, but face 


to face. No ſtormy cloud to fill their ſky; nor do 


they dwell in temples made with hands, but exult in 
that glorious ſtate where xo temple exifis; for the 

Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb are the tem- 
ple of it; the glory of God enlightens it, and the 
Lamb is the light of it. xxi. 22, 23. From ſuch 


high enjoyments, no wonder they are filled with 


rapture, crying, Hallelujah, for the Lord God 
Almighty reigneth! Worthy is the Lamb that 
was lain to receive power, and riches, and wiſ- 

dom, 
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dom, and flrength, and honour, and glory, and 
bleſſing, for ever and ever! 


Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lav, 
We love to hear of Thee; 
No music's like thy charming name, 
Nor half so sweet can be. 


Our Jesus shall be still our theme, 
While in this world we stay; 

We'll sing our Jesu's lovely name; 
When all things else decay: 


When we appear in yonder cloud, 

With all thy favour'd throng, 

Then will we sing more sweet, more loud, 
And CHRIST shall be the song! 


1 —_ 


OF THE DIAMOND IT IS SAID, 
Ixemrr « Gemmas, sed non 3 i hase: 


Hircino tantum sanguine mollis erit. 
That is, It cuts other jewels, but is, urſelf, cut of 
none: nothing will ſoften it, but ſteeping it in the 
blood of goats,” — Juſt emblem of man's guilty, ada- 
mantine keart, which never ean be ſoftened to obe- 
dience and love to God, but by being bathed in the 
precious atoning blood of the Lord Chriſt, the true. 


SCAPE- Goar.. | 
THE. 
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THE REVOLTING CHRISTIAN 
RESTORED. 


Almighty grace, thy healing power 
Flow glorious, how divine“ 

That can to life and bliss reitcre 
So vile a heart as mine. 


Thy gardoning love, 50 free, go Sweet, 
Dear Saviour, I adore; 
O! Lech me at thy sacred feet, 
Aud let me rove no more. £6 
| STEELE, 
Having attempted, in No. V. page 222, to 
deſcribe the ſeveral ſtages of a revolting chiiſtian, 
and the aggravations of his conduct Jagreeably eo 
my promiſe I ſhall, in this paper, enumerate ſome 
of thoſe means by which the Go0D SHEPHERD 
reſtores his wandering ſheep, and the ſenſibility 
which ſuch experience on their return. 1 
It is an unſpeakable mercy to us, that God hath 
ſaid, Iwill ſet mine eyes upon them for good; — 
T will build them, and net pull them down; and 
4 will plant them, and not pluck them up. And 
{ will give them an heart to know me, that I am 
the Lord; and they fhall be my people, and Iwill 
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be their God; for they Mall return unto me with 
 Pheir whole heart. Jer. xxiv. 6, 7. Thoſe eyes 
pervade our path, and penetrate the inmoſt receſſes. 
of our hearts; not to pusſue us with deſerved judg- 
ment, but to overcome us wich his unboundel 
mercy! That adored Saviour who hath purchaſ- 
ed his people with his moſt precious blood, dcwi/oth 
means that his bamſhed people be not expelled 
From him. 2 Sam. xiv. 14. Theſe means are 
wiſely adapted io the end, and never fail to bring 
the wanderer home with tears. 

The miniſters of the . are commanded to 
go, and proclaim theſe words Return, thou back- 
fliding Jrael, faith the Lord; and I will net 
cauſe mine anger to fall upon you, for Tam mer- 
erful, faith the Lord; and I will not keep anger 
for ever. Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that 
thou haft tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord thy Cod, 
end have not obeyed my voice, faith the Lord. 
Turn, O backſliding children, ſaith the Lord, 
for I am married unto you. Jer. iii. 12, 13, 14. 
The ſoul of difobedient David was brought to a 
fenlibility of its ſhameful guilt, and awful departure 
from the Lord, by a meſſage ſent by Nathan the 
prophet—Thou art the man. 2 Sam. xii. 7. Mi- 
niſters are faithfully to declare unto revolting pro- 

be that their own wickedneſs fhall correct 

\ them, 
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them, and their own backſlidings ſhall reprove, 
them;—that ſuch ſhould deeply know, and ſee, that 
it is an evil thing, and a bitter, that they have. 
forſaken the Lord their God, and that his fear is 
not in them, ſaith the Lord God of Hofts. Jer. ii. 
19. By ſo doing God often conveys an arrow of 
conviction to the heart, opens its guilt, produces 
repentance, and reſtores the backſlider to the ſenſi- 
ble enjoyment of his ſmiles. | 
Affliction is another mean by which che wan» 
derer is frequently reſtored. F his children for- 
ale my law, and walk not in my judgment; if 
they break my fatutes, and keep not my command- 
ments, then will I viſit their tranſgreſſions with! 
the rod, and their iniguities with firipes. Ne- 
wertheleſs, my loving kindneſs will I not utterly: 
take from him, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail. 
Pſa. Ixxxix. 3. God hath many rods; and ab 
though they be held in a Father's hands, and 
honey be at the end of every twig, yet they are 
calculated to make the diſobedient feel. According 
to the complexion of the mind, the wanderings ot 
the heart, and the errors of the life, will be the ſe- 
z verity of the chaſtiſement; te fruit of all it te 
= take away in. Ia. xxvii. 9. God's dealing with 
. Hrael, recorded in the ſecond and thirteenth chap- 
ters of Hoſea, ſhould be ſolemn warnings to a re- 
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volting chriſtian. Although in the midſt of proſ- 
perity, and reclining upon the lap of eaſe, God can, 
by a variety of providences, and by unexpected 
means, edge up your way with thorns, and mate 
a wall, that you ſhould not find your path. God's 
Furnace is in Zion, and his fire in Jeruſalem. 
Ha. xxxi. 9. purpoſely to try and refine his own 
people from their droſs. Remember, it is not any 
fire, any furnace, nor any affli&ien, that will an- 
ſwer the purpoſe of reclaiming a backflider ; but 
it is God's fire, which he kindles in faithfulneſs, 
love, and mercy; and which will, ſooner or later, 
humble the proud hearty and bring the tranſgreſſor 
to the Lord, Afflictions in themſelves do but irri- 
tate, harden, and produce rebellion; but God's 
chaſtiſement ſhall heal as well as wound; for, ſaith 
the Lord concerning the revolting chriſtian, I have 
ſeen his ways, and will heal him: Iwill lead 
Aim alſo, and reflore tomforts unto him, and to 
his mourners. Ia. lviii. 18. For this very purpoſe 
Chriſt /its as a refiner and purifier of filver ; and 
he ſhall purify the ſons of Levi, and purge them 
4 gold and filver, that they may offer unto the 
Lord an offering. in \righteouſneſs, Mal. ili. 3. 
Remember he ſits to watch the gold in the furnace, 
and to regulate the heat. In proportion to the ſtate 
of the mind ſhall be the ſeverity of the fire of af- 
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fliction; and Chriſt frequently employs ſatan, wick- 
ald men, and hypocrites, ſkillful to afflict, to bring 
fuel to the furnace. Ah, Chriſtian | ſooner than 
your heart ſhall remain in a cold, ſtupid, prayerleſs, 
diſobedient ſtate, the furnace ſhall be made ſeven 
times hotter than it was wont to be made. Your 
being a ſubject of redeeming grace does not ſcreen 
you from ſuffering, nor gives you indulgence in ſin- 
ful ſloth; but, on the contrary, God will not ſuffer 
you long to remain in this ſtate : for, whom the Lord 
| loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every ſon 
whom he receiveth; and thoſe who are practically 
acquainted with a life of faith, know, that as ſure as 
they revolt from God in the frame of their hearts, 
and in the duties of the goſpel, an affliction of ſome 
| fort awaits them, to convince them of their folly. — 
The Prodigal left his father with apparent ſatisfac- 
tion; but a famine was produced, and brought him 
back again, weeping, to his father's arms. 
Sometimes the very object, means, or temptation 
by which a perſon was induced to revolt from God, 
is, by an over-ruling providence, made the means 
of reſtoration. The very idols which may have 
engroſſed your affections and decoyed your feet 
aſtray, ſhall either be daſhed in pieces before your 
eyes, or they ſhall be ſuffered to remain us thorns in 
your ſides, and ſpears in your heart, to convince you 
A a of 
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of your folly in departing from the Lord. Spiritudl 
idolatry is one of the groſſeſt fins, and never: fails 
to lead the mind into ten thouſand evils, before we 
are aware. God is a jealous God over the people 
loves; he will not ſuffer a rival to remain long in 
their hearts; and he will caſt them out, and make 
us mourn with bitterneſs for our folly. David loved 
Abſolam inordinately, therefore Abſolam ſhall uſurp 
his father's throne, and prove an arrow in his father's 
heart. Solomon knew, by his own bitter experi- 
ence, that, the back/lider in heart all be filled 
with his own ways. Prov. xiv. 14. God can 
ſufficiently punith his own diſobedient children with- 
out ſending them to hell; for he can ſend an hel! 
into them; he can open the great deep of their 
own hard hearts; bring them to a recollection of 
their conduct; ſhew them the aggravations of their 
fin, and make them loath themſelves for their abo- 
minations againſt him. They are thus filled with 
remorſe; they ariſe in indignation againſt themſelves; 
their wounds gape wide; and they feel the need of a 
phyſician's balm. Repentance flows from a broken 
heart, and faith again ventures upon the promiſe. 
He will turn again: He will have compaſſion 
upon us. Thou wilt ſubdue bur iniquities, and 
thou wilt caſt all their fins into the depths f the 
ſea, Mic. vii. 19. From this perſuaſion the ſoul 
| returns 
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returns\again by prayer finds God faithful to his 
promiſe, and receives the pledges of redeeming love. 


It is not unuſual with God to reſtore his wan» 
dering people, by the ſecret communication of H1M- 
SE Lx, without the uſe of any viſible means. The Lord 
turned, and looked upon Peter. Luke xxii. 61. 
It was enough his heart diſſolved; he remembered 
his ſin; —aſhamed and confounded, he retired, and 
wept. When the SUN. oF RIGHTEOUSNESS ariſes 
upon the wanderer's mind, - thoſe fins which were 
committed with little conviction, now keenly im- 
preſs, the heart.— He feels the darkneſs of his mind; 
regrets his extreme diſtance from the senſible pre- 
ſence ofthe -Lord, and adopts the language of David 
— Caſt me not away from thy preſence; and take 
not tu HoLyY SPIRLT from me. Reftore unto 
me tue joy of thy\ſalvation, and uphold me with 
thy Free ſpirit. PL. li. 11, 12. God ſecretly ex- 
poſtulates with the ſoul, —O my people, what have 
I done unte thee and wherein have I wearied 
thee? teſtify againſt-me? + Mic. vi. 3. All the 
tender feelings of the ſoul are awakened; hie ap- 
proaches the Lord, who fecretly whiſpers peace, 
ſheds abroad his love within theheart, and fixes its 
ſtanding, more ſecure than it was before it fell. 
The ſenſibility Of a.reclanned Chriſtian is ex- 
2 1 0 Ts foul. n. che ſins, and hud- 
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ders at the path which led his feet aſtray e deep- 
ly laments his diſtance from God, and the ſpiritual 
decay which ſuch perfidious conduct has produced 
in his ſoul. He no longer triumphs over the im- 
perfections and miſcarriages of others, but culti- 
vates towards them the moſt tender compaſſion. 
He now proves the ſovereignty of grace, and the 
preciouſneſs of God's love, that preſerved his ſoul 
from hell, and brought him back with joy. He 
no longer truſts the attainments of his mind, nor 
the feelings of his heart; but puts his truſt alone-in 
the protection of the Almighty. His views of 
Chriſt are more brilliant; his faith in him is more 
firm; and his love towards him is more ardent; It 
is impoſſible fully to deſcribe the fine feelings of 
ſuch a man's ſoul. Sufficient to ſay, it is the work 
of God, and worthy its Almighty Author. W 

learn from it, that God hates fin even in his own 
people; and in their reſtoration, he makes them 
feel its bitterneſs before he gladdens their hearts 
with his ſiniles. Let none, therefore, prefume; 
let none deſpair, Happy, unſpeakably happy are 
they who can ſing of reſtoring merey. live in ſweet- 
eſt union wich a God of love; and, by faith, anti- 
cCipate the bright proſpect of eternity, where they 
ſhall be admitted to the immediate preſence of God 

and the Lamb; never, never more to wander from 
beneath his ſhadow, but reſound his praiſe for ever. 
Amen. POETRY. 
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| Ix various \ acticadie my e Fm I spent, 
To win that bliss, by mortals nam'd ConTENnTs> ' 
But ev'ry step I took successful prov'd 
To reach the unknown something which I lov'd. 
Vouth, health, and friends, and pleasures, all were vain: 
My heart still ach'd for what I could not gain. 
I climb'd, and climb'd: but still the precious fruit, 
So much desired, eluded all persuit. 2 
At last, heav'nled my steps to Cx LV'nv's mount, 
On whose high top I sa a won@rons Fount. 
To ev'ry comer, it free welcome gave, 
To drink, if. thirsty; or, I faint, to lave. 
I drank—then plung d and found, in Jesus blood, 
The wish'd for heark Content, and ev'ry good. 
ABDIEL. 
Leeds, March 12, 1776. 
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Said JusT1cE, © Man, I'd fain whe 15 weigh, | 
« If weight, I ghare your i tos light, I day.” 

Man leap'd the scale. It mounted. On my a 
(Said Justice,) © Jes; than nothing colere i my word ‘. 
Via ru was there, and her sinall weight would try. 
The scale, unsunk, still Kick d the beam on high. 
MERCY, the whitest dove that ever flew, 

From CaLv'zy fetch'd a twig of crimson hue: . 
Aloft it sent the $cale/on!t'gther side. | 
May smil'd; and JvsTiCE IG eff I'm catiofed 
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